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DOESYOUR 

GUN COLLECTION 
STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 


If you don't own a Glock 17, it probably does. 
That’s because the Glock 17 is the harbinger of a 
whole new era in handgun manufacturing and 
design. An era which is destined to reach well into 
the 21st century. 


on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough and 
reliable semi-automatic. Tested in mud, rain, 
sand, ice and heat, the Glock 17 performed 
flawlessly—continuously firing 10,000 rounds 
without a problem. 



SPACE AGE POLYMERS 

What makes the Glock 17 unique 
among the field of semi-automatic 
pistols is the use of lightweight, high 
strength polymers in its frame and 
magazine. This space age polymer 
technology not only makes the 
Glock 17 an extremely comfort¬ 
able and durable pistol, but 
also a very affordable one. 


MORE OF WHAT YOU WANT 

From its simple takedown to its 
remarkable accuracy the Glock 
17 offers you more in the way of 
easy handling than any other 
pistol in history. And more in the 
way of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, 
the Glock 17 holds eighteen rounds, yet it 
weighs less than 28 ounces. 

GET READY NOW 


NATO APPROVED 

Developed for the Austrian military, and 
adopted by NATO, the Glock 17 has proven itself 


Be the first on your block to own a Glock, and get 
a jump on next century’s technology. For a color 
brochure, write or call the Glock people today. 



GLOCK, INC. 

P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, GA 30081 
(404) 432-1202 
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I’ve just 
returned from El 
Salvador. These 
two kids are 
victims of land 
mines planted by 
Nicaragua’s 
surrogate — the 
FMLN communist 
terrorist guerrillas 
operating inside 
El Salvador. 

Thanks, 
Ortega, for 
scarring these 
and hundreds of 
other children 
for life. ^ 


COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 


THANKS, NICARAGUA 
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U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

Hayduke is back and meaner than ever with this all-new bag of bully-busting tricks. 
Hundreds of ideas from readers who rallied to George’s stirring cry—"Do unto others before 
they get unto you!"—fill this antic anthology that will amaze and amuse you. Discover the 
technological trickery of Captain Video. Feel The Razor’s cutting sense of humor. See the 
dark side of Mr. Undercover of the Night. By now, you know that you don’t have to take the 
crap of the world lying down, getting frustrated as the assholes just keep dumping it on. Make 
My Day! shows you how to take their crap and send it flying back. All that’s needed is your 
hand to turn on the fan. Take up Hayduke’s challenge: Make My Day! For entertainment 
purposes only. 5!£ x 81/2, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


WEAPONS OF OKINAWA 
A Devastating Kobudo Arsenal 
by Sid Campbell 

Tonfa, nunchaku, kama, staffs— 
simple weapons with a rich tradition, 
developed by the indomitable Oki¬ 
nawan people to hold off the harsh 
tyranny of the Japanese, enforced 
by the fearsome Samurai warriors. 
Learn their tale and the secrets of 
their kobudo art. 5V4 x Btt, softcover, 
108 photos, 168 pp. $12.00 


THE MINI-14 

The Pfinker, Hunter, Assault, and 
Everything Else Rifle 

by Duncan Long 

The Mini-14 is the most versatile 
modern rifle, used by homeowners, 
hunters, survivalists, law enforce¬ 
ment agencies, and military forces. 
An infinite number of Mini-I4s may 
be constructed with the many mar¬ 
keted accessories. Here is the Mini¬ 
m’s history, model specifications, 
and much more. 5Vi x 8%, softcover, 
58 photos, 120 pp. $10.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMsinthe field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwaterdemolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions. diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. B'A x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


SWAT 
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SWAT TRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 

by Steven Matfoon 
Your SWAT team can be the best, 
able to handle any tactical operation. 
With this manual, any unit can 
perfect its mission to serve and 
protecL From personnel selection 
and construction of training facili¬ 
ties to methods of forced entry, 
concealment, multistory-building 
operations, hostage rescue and 
leadership, this manual hasit all. B'/z 
x 11, softcover, illus., 152 pp. $14.00 


1988 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 

During no other period has warfare changed so much as in 
this century, and the superb photos in this 1988 Military 
History Calendar highlight an unusual variety of war 
machines, each highly innovative in its day. Army and naval 
units from many nations and battlefields around the globe 
are pictured, as are some of the commanders who have 
won or lost the wars of the twentieth century. More than 150 
military events—from the Spanish-American War through 
the present—are highlighted in this captivating calendar! 
12 x 13, 45 B&W photos. $8.95 
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THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH 
Forging Your Way to Perfection 

by Jim Hrisoulas 

Ever wanted a knife you could truly 
say is yours? Make it! Written by a 
master bladesmith, this book leads 
you to your own forge and along the 
path to the perfect blade. Whether 
you want a tanto, cable dagger, 
Damascus broadsword, or a simple 
high-carbon steel utility knife, it’s all 
here. 8Vt? x 11, hardcover, 58 photos, 
101 illus., 192 pp. $25.00 



How To Gat 
ANYTHING 


A* 

ft: 




GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 60 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5tt 
x 8Vi. hardcover. 192 pp. $16.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 8Vi x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


STREETSWEEPERS 
The Complete Book of 
Combat Shotguns 
by Duncan Long 

Its deadly spray of massive Fire¬ 
power makes the shotgun the 
choice weapon in close combat for 
the soldier and home owner alike. 
This newest, most comprehensive 
book covers every type of action, 
plus ammo, accessories and com¬ 
bat tactics. BYi x 11, softcover, 64 
photos, illus,, appendices, 160 pp. 

$17.95 


LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS 
Reconnaissance, Combat, and Special Operations 

by James W. (Jim) England 
Master Sergeant, U.S. Army (Ret) 

A highly versatile and deadlyforce, the LRP, or long-range 
reconnaissance patrol, mustinfiltratedeep into enemy ter¬ 
ritory, commit sabotage and throw sand into the gears of 
the enemy’s war machine. And Long-Range Patrol Opera¬ 
tions reveals how it is done.This invaluable resource—the 
most comprehensive text on LRP available anywhere— 
also contains the more unique aspects of the deep- 
penetration nature of the LRP ops in today's combat envi¬ 
ronment. 8Vz x 11, softcover, illus,, 336 pp. $14.95 



US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world's most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is the reason why. Comprehensive 
info covers disease diagnosis and 
treatment, emergency war surgery 
and paramedical skills, pediatrics, 
obstetrics, orthopedics, emergency 
dental treatment and more. 4Vi x 7, 
softcover, illus., weatherproof cover, 
400 pp. $16.95 
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T his coup s 
for YOU... 

Nigeria’s leaders are 
painfully aware that the 
usual way Nigeria gets a 
new government is by a 
military coup. 

So it is perhaps 
unsurprising that the 
present Nigerian 
government would cast 
about for ways to stop 
the whole tiresome 
game of 

new-juntas-for-old. 

Among the most 
innovative is a decision 
to establish a special 
training body within the 
armed forces to instruct 
military men on why 
they shouldn’t plan a 
coup. 

The course was 
announced by Maj. 

Gen. Domkat Bali, the 
Nigerian defense 
minister, as he prepared 
to leave the country 
(but of course). 

Presumably all 
references to Swiss bank 
accounts and Mercedes 
limos will be struck from 
the curriculum. 


H onor 
roll... 

EI Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Daniel Westerhaus, 

Kim J. Torgler, Kenneth 
Schustereit, Gino 
Mancuso, Greg V. 

Gritsch, Ed Nicholson, 
Benjamin Renton — in 
honor of Lt. Col. Oliver 
North. 

Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

Daniel Westerhaus, 
Russ Frey, Loren K. 
Roberts. 

Refugee Relief 
International, Inc. 
contributors: 

Yancey B. Harrington, 
Antonio de la Cruz. 

Institute for Regional 
International Studies 
contributor: 

Henry G. Rippe. 

Our heartfelt thanks go 
out to these people and 
the numerous other 
donors who requested 
their names not be 
printed. 
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P SYWAR, 

SOVIET STYLE... 

Eight-year-old Abdul-Khaliq knows Soviet 
brutality all too well. While playing in his small 
Afghan village in Kunduz Province, hundreds of 
brightly colored “toys” fell from the sky as Soviet 
planes flew overhead. Abdul ran to the field and 
grabbed his new prize. It exploded, severing his 
right arm and causing irreparable nerve damage to 
his left. 

This “toy” bomb looked like a fountain pen. 
Others were shaped like small trucks, butterflies and 
keepsake boxes. But their purpose is the same — to 
draw Afghan children out from the safety of their 
homes and permanently maim, but not kill, their 
victims. 



“The goal,” explains interpreter A. Mommandi 
(pictured here), “is to destroy the ranks of the 
mujahideen freedom fighters. Soviet military 
strategists learned that Afghan family ties are very 
strong. When a child is injured, the entire extended 
family stays home to comfort him. A number of 
potential mujahideen are thus permanently taken 
out of the fighting. And since it is almost impossible 
to tell a child not to pick up a toy, especially one 
that falls dramatically from the sky, this hideous 
strategy can’t be countered.” 

Next time you hear Comrade Gorbachev 
preaching about Soviet openness to new ideas, 
remember the “new idea” the Soviets used to 
disfigure Abdul-Khaliq and thousands of other 
Afghan children. 

The Colorado Committee for a Free Afghanistan 
brought Abdul-Khaliq to Denver, where medical 
volunteers will fit him with a prosthesis and perform 
micro-neurological surgery on his left arm. For more 
information, call (303) 869-3033. 



ONEY 
TALKS... 


Khmer People’s National 
Liberation Front (KPNLF) is trying a 
little old-fashioned capitalism to put 
some zip in its troops, who are trying 
to eject the Vietnamese army 
occupying Cambodia. 

The front is going to start paying 
performance bonuses. Units will 
receive 2,000 Thai bhat — roughly 
$80 — for each Vietnamese soldier 
they kill and 5,000 bhat for each 
one they capture. A Viet truck is 
worth 5,000 bhat, a tank 10,000 
bhat, and blowing a bridge 20,000 
bhat. Units escorting supply columns 
into Cambodia will get 10,000 bhat 
upon completion of the mission. 

Assuming $80 a head will have 
Cambo warriors competing for the 
right to detach same from Viet 
bodies, it should be possible to 
liquidate the entire Vietnamese order 
of battle for something less than 
$100 million. Now that’s cost 
effective. 

Amazing, isn’t it, how long it takes 
some folks to figure out something 
meres have known for centuries. 


•True 

1 GRIT... 

Marine Lt Col. Oliver North’s 
testimony before the congressional 
committee investigating the 
Iran-Contra affair may have had a 
pivotal role in generating public 
support for the contras by (for the 
first time) getting the truth about the 
war to free Nicaragua to the public 
without it first being filtered through 
several layers of liberal defeatists. 

Now the colonel’s slide show — 
which anti-contra committee 
members kept from the public — 
*has been turned into a video. 

The International Freedom 
Foundation combined material from 
North’s slides with footage they 
obtained from other sources to 
produce a 30-minute tape telling the 
same story. 

“Our final video will use material 
from Colonel North’s testimony to 
the committee, as well as other 
materials which have not previously 
been made public, to present 
Colonel North’s message about the 
situation in Nicaragua,” said IFF 
Chairman Jack Abramoff. 

According to the IFF, Adolfo 
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Huge selection: As a Club member, you'll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to fit 
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handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive the free Club magazine describing 
coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive offers of special 
Selections, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do nothing- 
shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate this on the order 
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Calero, director of the Nicaraguan 
Resistance, will narrate the tape, 
which was scheduled for release to 
the public in late August. Projected 
cost is under $10. For more 
information, contact the IFF at 200 
G St, NE, Suite 300, Washington, 
DC 20002, or call 1-800-533-0433. 


K ill-a-cop 

ETIQUETTE... 

Sometimes you have to wonder if 
members of the anti-gun lobby are 
actually part of life as we know it. 

Consider the case of columnist 
Ann Landers, who advised the wife 
of a policeman to take the bullets 
out of her husband’s service revolver 
and put them in a gravy boat (out of 
reach of the baby). 

After gun owners in all 50 states 
and three foreign countries wrote in 
to point out that a police officer’s 
wife who unloads his weapon 
without his knowledge has an 
excellent chance of becoming a 
police officer’s widow, Ms. Landers 
conceded that it sounded like a 
good answer when she shot it off (so 
to speak), but that, well, maybe it 
wasn’t such a great idea after all. 

That didn’t stop her, however, 
from making a fund-raising pitch in 
the same column for Handgun 
Control, the anti-gun lobbying group 
upon whose board of directors 
she sits. 

The fact is Ms. Landers gave a 
woman advice which if acted upon 


could have resulted in her husband’s 
death or injury, or the death or 
injury of citizens he might be trying 
to protect. That advice stemmed 
from an abysmal ignorance not 
merely of firearms, but of realities of 
law enforcement and the use of 
force to keep the peace. 

Anti-gun nitwits have had their 
mouths on full auto for years. 

Maybe they ought to shut up before 
they get someone killed. 


K emp takes 

THE SECOND... 

On the flip side, Congressman 
Jack Kemp and Senators Jim 
McClure, Orrin Hatch and Steve 
Symms have shown there is sanity 
in this world when it comes to our 
Second Amendment rights. In a 
recent mailing, Kemp et al are 
sponsoring a fund-raising drive to 
support the Citizens Committee for 
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms. 
As Kemp writes: “They don’t pull 
any punches when it comes to the 
gun issue. As I do, they believe the 
Constitution very clearly says we 
have a right to own and use 
firearms.” So do we. We urge you 
to write the Citizens Committee for 
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 
Dept SOF, Liberty Park, 12500 NE 
Tenth Place, Bellevue, WA 98005, 
for more information. Donations will 
help, too. 


M ake my day, 

MUAMMAR... 

Libya was an Italian colony until 
after World War II, and interestingly 
it looks like its armed forces are 
steeped in the finest military 
traditions of II Duce. 

As if it weren’t humiliating enough 
for Khadaffi last March when the 
armed forces of dirt-poor (and 
flint-tough) Chad swept down on his 
Soviet armed and (sort of) trained 
invasion force and took names and 
kicked ass, the Chadians did it again 
in August — and with a panache 
that must do their French Foreign 
Legion instructors proud. 

The March campaign 
unceremoniously booted the Libyans 
out of the northern part of Chad — 
which they had occupied for years 
— killing, wounding and capturing 
several thousand in the process. The 
August attacks ejected them from 
Aozou village, a key base in a 
100-mile-wide disputed zone 
between the two countries, which 
Libya occupied in 1973. 

In the attack, which saw Chadian 
fast-moving Toyota pickup trucks 
armed with antitank missiles and 
machine guns take on and defeat 
Libyan T-55s, the Chadians 
ambushed and annihilated a Libyan 
column 50 kilometers south of the 
city and then drove hell-for-leather 
through little-known mountain 
passes and dry-washes to attack the 
city from the north and east, in what 
Western diplomats described as a 
motorized camel charge in the 
tradition of their forefathers. 

Some 650 Libyans did in fact get 
in their way, and are now 
presumably receiving the help of the 
Almighty. A total of 147 others, 
including 44 officers, surrendered. 

Uncharacteristically, the Libyans 
tried a counterattack. After pounding 
the Aozou oasis with napalm and 
bombs for five days — jets prudently 
remaining above 15,000 feet and 
out of SAM range — they launched 
an overland attack from positions 50 
miles to the north. 

The result was another 150 
Libyan dead and 48 prisoners. 

Typical Chadian tactics in these 
engagements were for two Toyota 
trucks to charge a single T-55 from 
opposite sides, each firing a missile. 
T-55s can’t rotate their turrets fast 
enough to track one truck, let alone 
two. 

Brilliant. Rommel would love it. 
Mussolini would not. 

Continued on page 112 
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Trail Master Bowie 


We are proud to introduce this brand new 
Cold Steel Bowie knife designed by Lynn C. 
Thompson. The massive clip point blade is 
flat ground out of 5/16" stock and sports a 
beautiful satin finish. The steel used in the 
construction is an exclusive high carbon 
steel rolled to Cold Steel’s exact specifica¬ 
tions. Great care has been taken in heat 


treating and tempering to assure the utmost 
in strength, sharpness and edge retention. 
Every knife features a fully sharpened false 
edge (unsharpened at extra cost) and Cold 
Steel’s famous Pachmayr®-type handle 
(stag handle also available). Finally, each 
knife comes with a rugged leather belt 
sheath. 


Shinobu Folders 

This brand new series of lockbacks designed by Lynn C. Thompson offers 3 important 
advances in design and materials. First, every blade reflects Lynn’s original reinforced point 
design which offers maximum resistance to chipping, bending or breaking. Second, each 
blade is ground out of costly San Mai Ilf™ steel, a brand new stainless steel laminate 
consisting of a hard core enveloped by spring steel sides, forge welded into one inseparable 
piece., Third, every knife offers a true non-slip, shock absorbing Pachmayr®-type grip made 
of deeply checkered Thermorun™. 


Medium 

Shinobu 

Tanto 

Retail $59.95 
#CSMDS 

Our Price A 

$47.50 

Small 

Shinobu 

Tanto 

Retail $24.95 
#CSSMS 

Our Price 

$19.95 


y\ 


V 




Specifications 

Small 

Medium 

Large 

Overall length. 

...3-7/8" 

6-1/16" 

8-1/16" 

Blade length. 

... 1-5/8" 

2-1/2" 

3-1/2" 

Blade thickness... 

...3/32" 

4/32" 

5/32" 

Weight.... 

...1.8 oz. 

2.1 oz. 

4.5 oz. 

Sheath. 

...None 

Nylon 

Nylon 


100% MADE IN 

AMERICA 


Retail $175.00 


Call today for 
our low price!! 


Master 
Tanto 


The key to the Master Tanto’s 
phenomenal strength is its 
San Mai III™ laminated stain¬ 
less steel blade. This lamina¬ 
tion is created during the forg¬ 
ing process where a hard 
stainless core is wrapped with 
spring steel “skins”. These 
three pieces are then hammer 
forged into one inseparable 
piece of steel. Due to the diffi¬ 
culty of this welding process, 
over 20% of all blades must be 
rejected. However, the re¬ 
maining 80% are so tough that 
they can withstand inhuman 
abuse and remain fully func¬ 
tional. 

The Master Tanto is 11" over¬ 
all with blade length of 5-3/4", 
blade thickness of 3/16". 

It comes with Cold Steel's 
Pachmayr® -type Kraton® 
rubber handle, brass guard 
and pommel, and rugged 
leather sheath. 

Retail $189.95 
#CSMGT 

Our Price...• $149.95 




FOR ORDERS ONLY: VISA, MASTERCARD & C.O.D. — FOR INFORMATION PHONE 1-208-376-0430 

oppe 1-800-231-1272 











Military Blades 

SOG SPECIALTIES JT A I & 

PRODUCERS OF WORLD CLASS BLADES 


Investment Quality! 

Engraved with Special Forces Crest, 
5th Special Forces Group (ABN) 
Vietnam 



Features 


design work by 


A . G. Russell 


and Lloyd Hale 


Our Price 


Mark n CS 

Here* s Cutlery Shoppe ex 
elusive—an “angled blade 
Gerber Mark II that you can 
afford to own and use. We 
made special arrangements 
with Gerber to make up a 
special series of Mark IPs with 
the original 5° canted blade 
for comfortable wear and 
handling, 440-A stainless 
blade, Cordura™ sheath and 
the special “Cat's Tongue’ 
non-slip handle. 

A Cutlery Shoppe Exclusive 
#GB5710 

Our Price...! 





































Police 3%“ modified clip point blade. 
Retail $69.95 __ 

#SP1007 .Our Price $55.95 

Mariner ZVz* sheepsfoot blade. 

Retail $59.95 ^ _ 

#SP1002 .Our Price $47.95 

Hunter 2%“ drop point blade. 

Retail $49.95 rvr- 

#SP1003 .Our Price $39.95 

Standard 2%“ skinning blade. 

Retail $34.95 _ _ 

#SP1005 .Our Price $27.95 

Worker 2Va u clip point double edged 
blade. 

Retail $49.95 Asrm rir- 

#SP1001.Our Price $39.95 

Executive 2V &“ drop point blade. 
Retail $45.95 __ 

#SP1004 .Our Price $36.95 


Aviator 

Compact, well suited for rescue and 
survival kits; 4" blade, 8" overall, 
blade thickness. 

Retail $170.00 

#CRAV .. Our Price $129.95 


Mountaineer 

Deep hollow ground blade allows for 
very sharp field edge; 4" blade, 8" over¬ 
all, %6" blade thickness. 

Retail $160.00 

#CRMT.Our Price $119.95 


FOR ORDERS ONLY: VISA, MASTERCARD & C.O.D. — FOR INFORMATION PHONE 1-208-3764)430 

1-800-231-1272 


iU, 

Spyderco 

Clipits™ 

These Clipit™ knives are the fastest 
opening folders we’ve ever seen. The 
unique design allows you to retrieve the 
knife from your pocket, open it, use it 
and dose it so fast (with only one hand) 
that onlookers will wonder where the 
knife came from. 

Their cutting ability is unbelievable. We 
highly recommena the models with ser¬ 
rations. Only the finest stainless steel is 
used throughout these lockbacks. G-2 
Chrome-Moly stainless steel is used in 
all models except the standard which 
uses 6-A stainless. 

All 6 models are offered for right or left 
handed use, serrated or straight edge 
(please specify when ordering). 


Jereboam I 

Metal cutting sawteeth, 8%" blade, 
13%" overall, %z” blade thickness. 

Retail $285.00 

#CRJ1. Our Price $209.95 


Jereboam ll 

A true Bowie, 8%" blade, 13%" overall, 
blade thickness. 

Retail $285.00 

#CRJ2. Our Price $209.95 


Chris Reeve 

These knives have been tested in ac¬ 
tion. Handmade by Chris Reeve of 
South Africa. Custom West German 
steel similar to D-2. Incredible one-piece 
construction starts with a solid piece of 
steel that is milled, ground and turned. 
“Kalgard" grey/black finish. Handle is 
bored, threaded and then sealed with an 
“O" ring equipped aluminum buttcap for 
water-tight storage. There is a lanyard 
hole in the buttcap. All blades are hollow 
ground and Rockwell at 55-57. Serial 
numbered and issued with a lifetime 
warranty. Each knife includes a hand- 
stitched black leather sheath. 


Gerber 

Parabellum™ 

4%" drop-point blade. Rockwell hard¬ 
ness 57-59. Length open, closed, 
51/4". Blade thickness, .175". Blackie 
Collins design Cordura swivel sheath in¬ 
cluded. 


Shadow I 

8 %" blade, 13%" overall, % 2 " blade 
thickness. 

Retail $285.00 

#CRS1.Our Price $209.95 


Retail $70.00 
#GB7028 
Our Price ... 


00 $52.95 
























FOR ORDERS ONLY: VISA, MASTERCARD ft E.O.D, — FOR INFORMATION PHONE T-206376-W30 


The Most j 

Aggressive GERBER 
Gerber Knife 
You Can Buy, 

And It s Available 
Only At 

Cutlery Shoppe! 


Gerber BMF 


13 W overall, 8" long 1/4” thick blade 
DuPont Hypalon™ handle, jeweled compass 
Cordura™ jump sheath, diamond stone 
Available with or without sawteeth 


#GB5910 With Sawteeth 
Retail $160.00 - Our Price 

4GB5920 W/O Sawteeth 
Retail $150.00 - Our Price 


The Hottest Knife of 1986 


Leatherman 
Pocket 
Tool 

Full size with 
belt sheath 


FULL SIZE 
FULL STRENGTH 


M9 Bayonet 


#LT101 
Retail $45.00 


Designed by Phrobis III and manufac¬ 
tured by Buck Knives, this is the new 
Official U. S. Army Bayonet. The Army 
made a good choice in the M9—it's a 
sturdy bayonet and also a great field 
knife. Forged steel 7Va blade, 12 W 
overall, with a sawtooth back edge, on- 
sheath wire-cutter and a built-in bottle 
opener. Includes a high quality DuPont 
plastic sheath with new Bianchi belt fas¬ 
tener and sharpening stone. 

#BKl 88CB ^ „ 

Retail $159.95 .Our Price $1 I 9.95 


USMC Ka-Bar 


Authentic replica of WWII USMC knife. 
Made by Ka-Bar to the original 1942 
ordinance drawings. High carbon 
parkerized blade. 7" blade, 12" overall. 
Includes genuine leather sheath. 

#KBUSMC 

Retail $39.95.Our Price $27.95 


The Ultimate Collection of the most 
needed implements ever assembled on 
a folding pocketknife. Starting with all 
the implements on the Champion, plus a 
wood chisel, ballpoint pen, pliers, wire 
cutter and a mini screwdriver in the 
corkscrew — 29 tools in all! Choice of 
red or black. A ‘Must Have’Item! 

#SA5069 RED, #SA5070 BLACK, 

#SA5071 WHITE A __ __ 

Retail $72.00.Our Price $49.95 


1 AL<Ki 


New 

Catalog 

FREE 

with 

Purchase 

Or send 
$1.00 to 
address 
below. 


Belt Sheath Survival Kit 

SOS Kit, black leather sheath includes 
SwissChamp® knife, compass, ruler, 
needles & thread, sharpening stone, 
mechanical pencil & survival aids. 

#SA5600 RED, #SA5602 BLACK 

Retail $110.00.Our Price $76.95 


Smith Multi-Hone 

An affordable, high quality oil-bath mul¬ 
tihone with 8" coarse, medium, fine and 
extra-fine stones. 

#SMMH 0 _ 

Retail $80.00.Our Price $39.95 


Dept SF, Suite 3, 7512 Lemhi, Boise, ID 83709 ADD SHIPPING; $3 to 48-states; $7 to APO’s, FPO’s, Alaska, Hawaii & Canada; $6 C.O.D. charge; 
checks allow 21 days to clear. Send $1 (or make a purchase) to receive our NEWEST KNIFE CATALOG and get on our SPECIAL SALE FLYER mailing list. 















BOOKSHELF 


Books for the Professional Adventurer 
SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


The Elite: Story of the Rhodesian SAS by 
Barbara Cole. The exploits of the famed 
Rhodesian Special Air Service from its incep¬ 
tion to its disbandment. 

#8019 — Hardcover $25.00 
#8024 — Paperback $10.95 

#8023 — Now available in a special collec¬ 
tors’ edition. Handsomely bound in leather, 
with matching leather bookmark and gold leaf 
trim, this book contains its own protective 
cover. $100.00 




Mercenary 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 11/87, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


BOOK # 

QUANTITY 

PRICE 













Postage & Handling 

3.6% Sales Tax (Colorado res.) 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 



PAYMENT: 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 


CITY_:_STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE 
FIRST ITEM ORDERED — AND 750 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 
WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 


SOF EXCHANGE BOOKSHELF 


Selous Scouts 

lopSeeitiWir 


#8001 - Selous Scouts 
- Top Secret War 

by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
Describes the role of this 
famous unit in Rhodesia’s 
war against terrorism. 
$30.00 


BEST OF 


SURVIVE 


LlCoI. Ron Reid Daly 

asUlM ‘"Peter Stiff 


^ MODERN 

ELITE 

FIICES 


#8006 - 

Knife Self-Defense 
for Combat 

by Michael D. Echanis. 
First in a series dealing 
with hand-to-hand com¬ 
bat as taught to the Spe¬ 
cial Warfare Branches of 
the United States Military. 
$7.95 


#8012 - An Illustrated 
Guide to Modern 
Elite Forces 

by Max Walmer. A con¬ 
cise guide to today's elite 
forces of the world. Over 
34 units are covered from 
17 different countries. 160 
pages filled with b&w and 
color photos. $9.95 


#8022 - 

The Best of Survive 

A handy guide comprising 
the finest how-to articles 
from Omega’s Survive 
Magazine: critical informa¬ 
tion on firearm use and 
safety, home security, 
emergency food, shelter, 
clothing and more. A must 
for anyone interested in 
personal survival. $2.95 


mo iSSSS»Sma/ WL #8007 - Basic Stick 
Fighting for Combat 

by Michael D. Echanis. 
Third in the series on 
: ' v:: hand-to-hand combat/ 

special weapons and spe- 
‘ v ijpPMib cial tactics, 

fr ** $9.50 


Broroiw 


#8021 - 

The Soldier of Fortune. 

Adapted from Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. A 
book filled with photos 
and stories of the elite 
men and elite units. Spe¬ 
cially priced at $7.95 


#8003 - Merc: American 
Soldiers of Fortune 

by Jay Mallin and Robert 
K. Brown. An eye¬ 
opening account of the 
lives, ideals and adven¬ 
tures of today’s soldiers of 
fortune. Hardcover. 
$14.95 


#8010 - 

Secrets of Underground 
Organizations 

Originally published by the 
Special Operations Re¬ 
search Office, under the 
auspices of the U.S. Army, 
this comprehensive work 
reveals how underground 
operations are conceived, 
developed and organized. 
$9.95 


#8025 - Mercenary 
Commander 

Here’s the inside story of 
mercenary work — Africa 
style. From the 1960s Bel¬ 
gian Congo to the 1980s 
Seychelles, Colonel Jerry 
Puren fights the wars only 
the toughest can survive. 
384 pages with excellent 
photographs. Hardcover. 
$30.00 


#0011 — Elite Fighting Units by David Eshel. A comprehensive book on the world’s elite forces. Starting with the British Commandos of WWII and the birth of 
the SAS, to the ops of the USMC in the Pacific. 205 pages with b&w and color photos throughout. $19.95 

#0020 — Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of simplified handgun instructions. For beginners and experts, it’s the type of book that the 
shooter can refer to, get ideas from, study, re-read time and again, (not shown) $9.95 
















F ree 

ADVERTISING 

FOR 

VIETNAMESE 

COMMIES?... 

Sirs: 

I have been reading 
SOF since the first issue 
and consider it to be 
one of the best 
However, in your 
August Bulletin Board, 
“Vietnam on $5 a 
Day,” you advertised 
free for the Vietnamese 
communists. The phone 
number of the company 
running the trips is from 
Massachusetts, which is 
known to Vietnamese in 
America as a haven for 
Hanoi's lackeys and 
sympathizers. It is widely 
known among 
Vietnamese communities 
abroad that Hanoi's 
regime only allows 
certain elements to go 
home, mainly 
sympathizers or ignorant 
people. It does this for 
two main reasons: The 
tourists bring in dollars 
to help the failing 
economy, and these 
tourists are to report 
nothing but the best for 
Hanoi once they return 
to the States. 

Hiep Le Pham 
Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 


Reading that Bulletin 
Board item again , we 
saw how it could have 
been misconstrued to 
read as if we were 
promoting travel to 
communist Vietnam , 
which certainly was not 
our intent We felt that 
the tone of the piece 
was sarcastic enough to 
indicate that we were 
condemning the notion 
of Americans spending 
tourist dollars in 
Vietnam. We regret that 
this misunderstanding 
took place, as SOF is 
not in the business of 
promoting any activity 
that might benefit that 
particular economy . 



FLAK 



P UT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR 
MOUTH IS... 

Sirs: 

Thought you might like to read the letter 1 
recently sent to Senator Daniel Inouye. Violating the 
Boland Amendment feels so good, I think I'll do it 
again. Check enclosed. 

Dear Senator Inouye, 

I have been following your committee’s 
investigation into attempts by Lt. Col. Oliver North 
to provide funds to the anti-communist Nicaraguan 
resistance. I wish to aid you in your search to ferret 
out anyone who has violated congressional 
sanctions against opposing communism. 

1 declare myself an unindicted co-conspirator of 
Col. North, and am furnishing you with material 
evidence. 1 sent a check to the El Salvador/ 
Nicaragua Defense Fund in May 1985. I fully 
intended that the money be used for providing 
military support to the Nicaraguan democratic 
resistance. 

Am I in violation of the Boland Amendment or 
other statutes forbidding opposition to Leninist 
coups d’etat? And if 1 am in violation of 
congressional intent, or anything else, what do you 
intend to do about it? Thousands of others like me 
have done everything in their power to assist Col. 
North, so it is not fair that he be singled out. I await 
your response. 

George M. Mellinger 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


G uns and politics 

BEHIND THE GREAT 
WALL... 

Sirs: 

Congratulations on your stunning 
journalistic advance, the first 
Westerners invited to the PRC small 
arms R&D labs, incredible even 
more so because it was SOF and 
not one of the biggies. I doubt the 
U.S. government would have even 
been offered the privilege. 

The new Chinese small arms 
design achievements are indeed 
impressive. The Type 81 rifle and its 
folding-stock brother are a nice 
update on the classic AK-47/AKM 
model. The rifle’s flash hider is 
visually similar to the old Beretta 
BM59 series “tri-compensator” and 
similar to the muzzle end of the 
military select-fire version of the 
Beretta AR70 series. 

The Type 74 LMG is even more 
impressive; it’s quite an update over 
the old RPD and a gigantic advance 
over the Soviet RPK. It bears an 
internal resemblance to the old RPD 
in its use of a gas-operated tilting 
bolt mechanism. The Type 74 ought 
to have at least as long a production 
run as the RPD. 

1 am looking forward to future 
articles in this series. 

Brian P. Dumas 
Easton, Connecticut 

Regarding the publisher’s note to 
the September ’87 “Guns Behind 
the Great Wall”: The communist 
Chinese government is interested in 
one thing — using us to get our 
credit, trade and technology. 

Communists have used the trick 
of pretending to be our friends many 
times in the past. We jump to sell 
them the rope they use to hang us 
— for example, we are upgrading 
the electronics on the Red Chinese 
F8 aircraft. 

Don’t you read history? We 
recognized the Soviet Union and 
extended them credit in 1933. Some 
friends they turned out to be. Wake 
up, SOF. Buddy-buddying with Red 
China only plays into their hands to 
get us to let our guard down. You 
should know better. 

John F. Mueller 
Toledo, Ohio 

“The enemy of my enemy is my 
friend/ 7 That's Middle Eastern but 
appropriate in this case. The 
Chinese are funding and supplying 
democratic anti-Vietnamese forces in 
Southeast Asia and playing a major 
role in supplying the mujahideen in 
Afghanistan. For that reason our old 
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The Edge Co., P.O. Box B26. Brattlebpro, VT 03301 

800-445-1021 


Dealer Prices On Request 


Please Ship The Following Items: *** 

Model # Fuy ___ Model # __Qty. _ 

Model # Model# -_Qty. _ 

Model# ..._Qty.- Model# -____ 

Add $1,50 Each Shipping and Handling — Allow 10 Days Shipping 

£} Check or Money Order Enclosed Total 5_ 

□ Visa/MasterCard # —...._.... Exp, Date _ 


EDGE COMPANY KNIVES 

RUGGEDINDEPENDENTTOUGH 


*860 
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Namp __ 

ArirlrPK* .. 
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7ip .. 

fcertify that 1 am over21 years of age. 

SF11 



Not mailable where prohibited by taw. inquire about apedal military and 

police waiver* and discount#. 
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enemies have become our new 
friends. Are we being duped? 
Perhaps, but as long as China is 
moving toward the Western world 
and providing a significant counter 
to Soviet expansionism in China's 
sphere of influence, we should 
maintain relations. 


C OUNSEL 

FROM THE CONSUL... 

Sirs: 

I want to respond to the FLAK 
letter “Soldiers of Misfortune Part 4” 
[SOF, August ’87] from the person 
who had a problem in Ecuador. I 
am a U.S. Consul in Ecuador and 
feel that I can speak with some 
credibility on this matter. A few hard 
facts: When you go into a foreign 
country, you are subject to the laws 
of that country. If you disobey those 
laws, you must be prepared for the 
possible consequences. In most of 
the Third World, justice depends 
heavily on who your friends and 
enemies are and how much money 
you are willing to spend. It is usually 
possible to purchase your way 
through this justice system if the 
offense is relatively minor and there 
are no local VIPs wanting your ass 
in jail for any reason. In the case of 
major crimes — terrorism, drugs — 
the laws are usually strictly enforced. 

Most Third World countries have 
ongoing insurgencies and/or terrorist 
problems and are also becoming 
more involved in the fight to stem 
the narcotics traffic. Ecuador is kept 
free of major terrorist and insurgent 
activity partly because the police and 
military are extremely alert to the 
presence of strangers in the 
countryside and unusual movements 
of people. Anyone roaming the 
Ecuadorian bush armed and in 
cammies is courting serious trouble. 


Let me address the writer’s 
comments about the consular 
assistance he was (or wasn’t) given. 
He is right in one very important 
sense: The U.S. Consulate cannot 
bust you out of jail. We can and do, 
whenever possible, use our local 
influence to ease matters for 
Americans in trouble and we are 
often successful in getting charges 
dropped and the gringo out of the 
country. However, we too are 
subject to Ecuador’s laws and have 
no special clout just because we’re 
the U.S. Consulate. 

The writer’s allegations about 
consular visits and support are 
exaggerated. Other officers and I 
make monthly visits to the federal 
pen here to bring care packages to 
two Americans who have been 
imprisoned for trafficking. I also 
speak with them frequently on the 
phone and communicate with their 
families in the States. We do not in 
any way neglect these men, but ... 
we cannot bust them out of jail. 

In conclusion, when you go 
abroad, watch your ass! Your 
consulates can and do help 
Americans in trouble, but we can’t 
work miracles. 

Donald M. Miller 
Consulate General of the 
United States of America 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 


M ore tv news 

FROM LEFT FIELD... 

Sirs: 

Why does the American media 
reek with liberals? I watched the 
Larry King Show last night and it 
made me sick! Some nut from 
Handgun Control Inc., who wore 
lipstick, and a guy from the NRA 
were on the show to talk about gun 


control. The NRA man couldn’t get 
a word in edgewise, and every 
question put to him was loaded. 
Almost every pro-gun telephone 
caller on the show was cut off by 
King before they could finish what 
they had to say. 

PBS has a crazy show that 
teaches one world government and 
pacifism as the right way to go! The 
slob hosting the show calls 
freedom-loving Americans “primitive 
nationalists.” According to him, it’s a 
sin to fight communism. 

NBC, CBS and ABC news 
programs are usually slanted to the 
left. Why is this? 

Clint Bailey 
Suwanee, Georgia 

Our news media are slanted to the 
left because not enough Americans 
have written to the chairman of the 
board of NBC, CBS, ABC and the 
other news networks or, better yet, 
to the CEOs of the various 
corporations which advertise during 
news programs to complain about 
biased coverage. 


S uperfluous 
subgun. .. 

Sirs: 

In your June ’87 issue I found the 
Full Auto story “Superfluous 
Subgun” rather noticeable. In the 
Summer ’76 issue there is an article 
called “M76 Submachine Gun” by 
J. David Truby. Mr. Truby speaks in 
a complimentary fashion about the 
weapon. However, I consider Peter 
Kokalis an authority on automatic 
weaponry in every sense of the 
word, so I concur with him about 
the S&W Model 76. 

However, no one can say you 
don’t allow differences of opinion, 
even if the articles are 11 years 
apart. 

SSG Richard Sherman 
Pipe Creek, Texas 


LETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK 
one of SOF’s most popular 
columns. Tell us what you think 
— about SOF or any other 
subject you consider worth our 
readers’ attention. If you’d like 
to see your letter in print the 
way you wrote it, keep it brief 
and to the point. Send letters to 
FLAK, do SOF, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. ^ 
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Length Overall: 12W 
Blade Length: 6%' 
Rockwell: C57-59 




T he ultimate test of a knife is combat. 

Since 1941, Ek knives have proven themselves on the battlefields of World 
War II, Korea and Vietnam. They are the leading, private-purchase military 
knives in American history. j 

The Ek Survival/Fighter, now available by direct purchase, A 

is based on this tradition. Already, it, too, has been adopted by select jfP 
military units. jmk 

Unlike other “survival” knives that are big on gimmicks but m. 

weak on quality, the Ek Survival/Fighter features ragged, proven, JM 
full-tang design—a solid bar of high-carbon stainless steel run- ^A 

ning through the grip. The finest materials. Bench-made work- ^A 
manship. And more steel than any other knife of its type and ^A 

The unique Ek Paragrip ® hilt guarantees a comfort- mjjF a 

able, non-slip, grip that can quickly be unwrapped to Jm^f A 

provide 18 feet of 550 lb. tensile strength MILSPEC gw jM 

parachute cord for emergency lashing. ^mjm 

While other knives may be satisfactory under Jm JxA 

normal circumstances, the Ek S/F is designed for Mm 

when the chips are down and your life depends mm 

on it. Be it a hunting trip in the wilds or a jM 

military operation in distant lands. In a Jj 

world of compromise, Ek knives don’t. mA 

Make no bones about it, Ek knives 
aren’t for Girl Scouts or Hollywood JJF ^m^^A 

movies. They’re for military profes- ... ^A 

sionals, adventurers and men who 

know good knives. No other knife ^M ^A 

even comes close. Because if your ^M /A 

knife doesn’t survive, you might Mm jm jj 

Order with the coupon or 

T>y toll-free telephone. Satisfac- ^w' V, ^ 
tion is guaranteed, or return 

within 45 days for a refund. Jjf _ 


1. EXTENDED BUTT— 
The unique Ek 
extended butt can be 
used as a pry bar or, 
defensively, as a 
“skullcrusher pommel” 
while it provides extra 
protection for the 
hand. 


2. PARAGRIP • HILT—Non-slip, 
resilient, comfortable. Can be 
quickly unwrapped to provide 
18 feet of military-approved, 
olive drab, parachute cord for 
emergency lashing. 


“Up to now / used, only a Randall knife . But / bought ah Ek 
and sold my Randall . The Ek is sharper and holds an edge 
longer... I need the best knife l can get.” 

D.R. 


3. FULL TANG—The Ek Knife (L) is solid steel from point to 
butt. The tang (the steel under the grip) is a full-width, full¬ 
thickness extension of the blade, making this the most rugged, 
dependable knife ever designed. This expensive feature 
requires much more steel than a rattail or stub tang but 
provides unequaled strength. It is not found in any other 
military/survival knife in this price category. 


“It’s excellent ... you could easily double the 
price ... / know, Pve got some really good ones 
(knives) . *. Poe been in the Marine Corps for 20 
gears.” 

S.C. 


“Before I bought my Ek, I used various 
Gerbers (4 of them down the drain), and 
an uncounted number of Camillus 
K-bars and Mk3 Models. My Ek proved 
to be so far superior, in blade and point 
strength .. 

P.S., USN Spec, Warfare Lira-Dpi 


4. THICK BRASS GUARD— 

Downswept for comfort, to 
increase thrusting and slashing 
power and to prevent jamming 
the thumb. 


Battle Proven inThiee Ware! 


EK S/F KNIFE ORDER FORM 
Call 24 hours TOLL FREE: 800-468-5575. 

Please send me_Ek Survival/Fighter 

Knives at $79.00 each. 

Also send-nylon Ek Systems Sheaths 

at $10.00 each. 

Free delivery in U.S.A. Satisfaction guaranteed 
or return in 45 days for refund. 

□ Check enclosed. 

□ Please charge my credit card; MC, VISA, AMEX. 


5. WASP WAISTED— 
Increases cutting 
and slashing power. 


Made in America, 
by Americans 
for Americans.™ 


6. HIGH-CARBON 
STAINLESS BLADE— 
Made of the very finest 
American HCS 1718 
stainless steel, the blade 
is heat treated to 1950° 
F, then plunged to 120°F 
below zero, to retain a 
razor edge. 


QUALITY OLIVE 
DRAB NYLON EK 
SYSTEMS 
SHEATH—The belt 
loop is large enough 
for a military web 
belt. D-ring and thong 
allow it to be worn in 
a variety of positions. 
Wrapped with 8 feet of 
Hoggin* Cord " 
lashdown strap. The 
knife is retained by a 
velcro fastener. 


Signature 


Name 


7. RA2»RdPOnSHEDEDGE— 
|Shavink sharp andieasy to resharpen. 


Daytime Telephone 


8. REINFORCED POINT—The angle and 
thickness of the bevel grinding to the point is 
increased to resist bending and breakage, yet 
retain the ability to pierce a steel oil drum. 


Ek Co mman do Knife Company 

601 North Lombardy Street, Dept. E64 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Va. residents please call (804) 257-7272 and add tax. 








FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Browning Machine Guns 
— A Definitive FM 



If you can afford to own and shoot 
but one belt-fed machine gun, it 
should be a Browning (BMG). Still in 
service throughout the free world, 
these 70-year-old brutes have much to 
offer both the shooter and collector. 

Tremendously robust, incredibly re¬ 
liable and so easy to maintain, there 
are still mountains of readily available 
spare parts and accessories stacked in 
warehouses from New Jersey to Cali¬ 
fornia. But the knowledge you need to 
keep your Browning cranking will not 
be found in the U.S. Army Field Manu¬ 
als (FM). What follows, then, is a com¬ 
pendium of information compiled over 
the quarter century I have sweated, 
groaned and strained with this great 
classic, in all its forms, from blazing 
deserts to steaming jungles. You will 
find this data nowhere else. 

Our frame of reference will be the 
most commonly encountered species: 
M2 HB .50 caliber and the .30-caliber 
series, including the M1917/A1 (water- 
cooled), M1919A4, M1919A6, M37 
(Tank) and AN-M2 (aircraft). You 
should, of course, also obtain copies of 
U.S. Army FM23-55 (.30-caliber 
BMGs) and/or FM23-65 (Ma Deuce). 

First, let’s discuss a few hints you’ll 
need to reassemble your BMG without 
sliding up to anxiety level 10. Always 
reassemble the breech lock into the 
barrel extension with the beveled edge 
up (toward the feed cover) and to the 
front (toward the muzzle). If not, you 
won’t be able to insert the barrel exten¬ 
sion and bolt group fully forward into 
the receiver. 

When reassembling .30-caliber 
Brownings, do not screw the barrel all 
the way into the barrel extension or, 
again, this entire group cannot be in¬ 
serted completely into the receiver. If 
you place a witness mark with a starter 
punch on the barrel notch opposite the 
barrel locking spring (on the left side of 
the barrel extension) after you have 
correctly adjusted the headspace, you 
can immediately return to this position 
every time you reassemble the 
weapon. 

You must carefully remove all of the 
aluminum oxide grit out of re- 
parkerized BMGs before firing them. 
After shooting, they must be thorough¬ 
ly cleaned once more to avoid stop¬ 
pages and excessive wear on the recip¬ 
rocating parts and receiver. 

Water-cooled Brownings need spe¬ 
cial treatment during reassembly. Be¬ 
fore reinsertion, the barrels should be 
coated with a fairly thick layer of Hop¬ 
pers (formerly “PARR”) All-Weather 
Weapons Lube (Hoppers Company 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 5151 Denison Ave., 
Cleveland, OH 44102; phone 216- 
651-2010). Discard the asbestos pack¬ 
ing string and use four #113 O-rings at 
the muzzle end and two of same at the 


U.S. Army Special Forces captain 
mans Browning M1919A6 aboard air 
boat in Vietnam Delta region in 
December 1965. Photo: DoD 

breech end, liberally coated with Hop¬ 
pers. Attach and tighten the muzzle 
gland securely to the water jacket with 
the Browning M6 combo tool after the 
barrel and O-rings are in place. Use a 
mixture of antifreeze (ethylene glycol) 
and water for the most efficient cooling 
and to inhibit rusting. Drain the jacket 
thoroughly after use and leave both 
the filler and drain caps open to permit 
the free circulation of air through the 
water jacket. 

While the weapon is disassembled 
and also after reassembly we need to 
inspect some critical components for 
excessive wear and proper operation. 
There is a sharply cut notch in the brass 
tnihnion of the M1917/A1 just to the 
left of the barrel’s entrance hole. If 
necessary, round the comers on this 
notch or it may cut the rear O-rings, 
which can result in a stoppage. 

Recoil springs on .30-caliber Brown¬ 
ings should be carefully inspected, as 
they are commonly encountered with 
coils removed or replaced with im¬ 
proper substitutes. If the spring 
strength is insufficient, the bolt group 
will fail to close completely. The free 
length should be exactly 15% inches 
with 103 coils and a wire diameter of 
.045 inches. 

Check the left feed pawl spring. If it 
looks weak or distorted, replace it. 
Check the feed lever for wear by cy¬ 
cling the weapon to see if the cartridge 
is pulled all the way over to the T-slot. If 
the cartridge stays to the left of the 


T-slot, you may get a stoppage, so re¬ 
place the feed lever. Also, make sure 
the buffer nut is good and tight on both 
.50- and .30-caliber BMGs. 

Timing and headspace must be 
checked prior to firing any BMG. 
Headspace and timing gages for Ma 
Deuce are a dime a dozen, but gages 
for .30-caliber BMGs are difficult to 
locate and, in any event, the .30- 
caliber timing gages apply only to the 
AN-M2 aircraft gun, as no feeler gages 
were ever issued for timing the . 30- 
caliber ground guns. For headspacing 
any .30-caliber Browning you need a 
feeler gage that measures . 125 inches 
in thickness for “GO” and another 
. 130 inches in thickness for “NO GO.” 
The “NO FIRE” timing gage for .30- 
caliber BMGs should be. 120 inches in 
thickness (.074 inches for the AN-M2) 
and .030 inches for the “FIRE” gage 
(.020 inches for the AN-M2). 

If the firing pin releases when the 
“NO FIRE” gage is inserted between 
the barrel extension and the trunnion 
block and the trigger is depressed (Ma 
Deuce) or pulled (M1917/A1, 
M1919A4/A6 or M37), the gun is 
timed to fire too early. Firing should 
always take place just before the recoil¬ 
ing parts are in battery (fully forward). 
This is easy enough to correct with the 
timing adjustment nut inside the .50- 
caliber M2 HB’s receiver. But there is 
no such provision on any of the .30- 
caliber BMGs. How do you adjust their 
timing? 

First, remove the trigger from the 
lock frame. Place it sideways in a vise 
(with brass or leather jaws) with a large 
machine bolt in place so that when you 
close the vise you can bend the front 
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DANIEL ORTEGA 






















TAKE A SHOT AT 

IUNISM IN 



II 

II 


CO 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

courtesy of SOLIHER « FORTUNE MAGAZINE. 


Let Nicaragua’s Daniel Ortega and 


his communist 
Sandinista 
government know 
how you feel. 

Just follow 
these steps: 

1. Write down this address on an 
envelope: Embassy of Nicaragua, 
1627 New Hampshire Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC 20009. 


2. Take this target to your nearest 
shooting range and ventilate it. 
(Invite your friends along, too.) 

3. Fold up the remains, slip them 
into your preaddressed envelope 
and mail it to the Nicaraguan 
embassy. We’re sure the 
Sandinistas will enjoy receiving 
Danny’s target as much as you 
enjoyed shooting it. (If there’s 
nothing left to send, give them a 
call at 202-387-4371 and express 
your opinion anyway.) 


CONTRA AID 

If Congress has yet to vote on aid 
for the contras, the anti-communist 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters, then 
here’s your chance to make your 
voice heard. 

Send a Mail-Gram asking your 
representative to “vote for aid to 
Nicaragua’s freedom fighters” at a 
special reduced rate by calling 
toll-free: 

1-800-325-6000 
(ask for operator 9171) 

You may send your own message of 
50 words or less for $4.95, or choose 
one of three texts already on file at 
Western Union for $4.50. Billing is 
direct to your phone bill or credit 
card. 

If you don’t know the name of your 
representative — no problem. 
Western Union operator 9171 will 
look it up for you. 

Call anytime, 24 hours a day. It’s the 
least you can do for those who risk 
their lives every day in the fight 
against communism! 



OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone (303) 449-3780 


T-SHIRTS • SWEATS • BOOKS • JACKETS • ACCESSORIES 


#8021 THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $7.95 
#8025 MERCENARY COMMANDER $30.00 

NOT PICTURED — 

#8019 THE ELITE (HARDCOVER) $25.00 

#8024 THE ELITE (PAPERBACK) $10.95 

#8023 THE ELITE (LEATHERBOUND COLLECTOR) $100.00 

#8001 SELOUS SCOUTS — TOP SECRET WAR $30.00 

#8022 BEST OF SURVIVE $2.95 

#8003 MERC: AMERICAN SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $1435 
#8006 KNIFE SELF DEFENSE FOR COMBAT $735 
#8007 BASIC STICK FIGHTING FOR COMBAT $930 
#8010 SECRETS OF UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATIONS $9.95 
#8012 ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO MODERN ELITE FORCES $935 



FRONT & CENTER 




#1515 


Front and center this month is the 
latest addition to our SOF EX¬ 
CHANGE’S ever-growing Bookshelf: 
THE ELITE: A PICTORIAL. This 168- 
page hardcover edition covers the 
exploits of the famed Rhodesian 
Special Air Service, from Its incep¬ 
tion to disbandment, in front-line, 
you-are-there photography. 

#8026 - $30.00 


#1029 


#1021 


#1030 


#70511 


#1025 


#1024 


#2004 SOF BLACK BALL CAP $835 

#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET — BLACK (S,M,U(L) $49.95 

#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET — BLACK (XXL) $5135 

#1050 SOF BUSH SHIRT (S,M,LXL) $2135 

#7051 SOFTIE — NAVY $1230 

#7011 SOF BELT BUCKLE — SILVER/RED $935 


tfSKW DUFFLE BAG — BLACK $1630 

#1030 CREW SWEATSHIRT — BLACK (S,M,L,XL) $1435 

#1029 SWEATPANTS — BLACK (S.M.UXL) $1435 


#1009 SOF HK — BLACK $9.95 
#1021 DELTA — LT. BLUE $9.95 
#1018 SEAL TEAM — SILVER $935 
#1025 LUCY’S TIGER DEN — WHITE $1295 
#1024 KHADAFFI — LT. BLUE $1035 
#1005 SPECIAL FORCES — BLACK $935 


QTY. 

ITEM NO. 

SIZE 

AMOUNT 

















T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. SUB T0TAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 
first Item ordered — Include 75* 
for each additional item for post- Ta * 

age and handling. Overseas ' oo. res) 

orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 total 

weeks for delivery. 



SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 11/87, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
PAYMENT: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card #_ 

Exp- 

NAME _ ___ _ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_________ _ STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! 













































end of the trigger bar either up or 
down. If, after inserting the “NO FIRE” 
gage and pulling the trigger the firing 
pin releases, you need to bend the 
front end of the trigger upward. Do so, 
a little at a time, then reinstall the trig¬ 
ger and check the timing once more. 
Some triggers are more ductile than 
others due to variable heat treatment. 
You’ll just have to experiment. After 
bending the front end of the trigger 
upward, you may also have to bend 
the rear end of the trigger downward 
so that it does not impinge against the 
top of its slot in the backplate when 
pulled. 

Let’s discuss some quirks about .30- 
caliber BMG parts interchangeability. 
Unless its diameter is reduced at the 
muzzle end, you can’t put an A4 barrel 
into the M1919A6 and, of course, the 
M1917/A1 barrels cannot be used in 
either the A4 or A6. But some people 
are fond of slipping the lighter A6 bar¬ 
rel into their A4, since this raises the 
cyclic rate about 100 rpm. I cannot 
recommend this practice, as the A6 
barrel is unsupported by the A4’s front 
barrel bearing for about the last Va inch 
of the recoil momentum. 

There is a great deal of confusion 
about the interchangeability of extrac¬ 
tors. The skeletonized AN-M2 extrac¬ 
tor is not wide enough to be used in 
any of the other models. But 
M1919A4/A6 and M1917/A1 extrac¬ 
tors (marked with drawing no. 
D44087) are all interchangeable. M37 
extractors (marked on either the top or 
bottom with no. 7188709), although 
quite different because of this 
weapon’s ability to feed from either the 
right or left side, have improved ejector 
springs and can be used providing you 
make certain the ejector hook has 
been installed on the right side (for 
left-hand feed). It’s good procedure to 
periodically examine the ejector hook 
for wear. 

By the way, the spring-loaded 
plunger on the left side of the extractor 
will hold the bolt group to the rear if 
inserted into a hole on the left receiver 
wall, unfortunately not encountered 
on most aftermarket receivers. 

More recent M1919A4/A6 charging 
handles have a small tip on the bolt 
end that can be inserted in the hole on 
the right receiver wall when removing 
the lock frame. They can be used in 
any .30-caliber BMG. 

There is an unusual skeletonized 
bolt, rarely encountered, that will raise 
the cyclic rate up to about 800 rpm. 
Apparently a remnant from the unsuc¬ 
cessful experiments to convert the 
Browning to 7.62x51mm NATO, it 
should not be confused with the bolt 
contained in the .22 LR subcaliber kit. 
These .22 LR kits are far more trouble 
than they’re worth. After ejection of 
the empty inserts and cases, you must 


load all the subcaliber inserts back into 
the belt, punch out the empty .22 cases 
and laboriously reload the inserts. 

We’re almost ready to start shoot¬ 
ing. But first, your Browning must be 
mounted on the tripod Although the 
lightweight M2 tripod was specifically 
designed for the M1919A4/A6,1 prefer 
to shoot these machine guns from the 
heavier, but more stable, M1917/A1 
tripod to increase the accuracy poten¬ 
tial. This tripod was designed during a 
transition period when many machine- 
gun tripods still held a seat for the gun¬ 
ner on a single rear leg. While certainly 
comfortable, this is an excellent way to 
get shot by your opponents. Whenev¬ 
er possible, these weapons should be 
fired from the prone position, behind 
cover and concealment. To maximize 
stability, the M1917/Al’s “rear” leg 
has a shoe designed to be floated on a 
small board set into a trench in the 
ground. Forget about this and place 
the single leg to the front and the other 
two legs to the rear so you can position 
yourself between them in the prone 
position. To increase the long-range 
accuracy potential, place one or two 
sandbags under the pintle and over 
each leg. 

Now we can lock and load. Reloads 
will do, if the overall length is correct 
and you use a heavy crimp. Any of the 
progressive reloaders manufactured 
by Dillon Precision Products, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 7442 East Butherus 
Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85260; phone 
1-800-421-7632) are best for this pur¬ 
pose. You must neck-trim once-fired 
.30-06 cases before reloading. Dillon’s 
RT1200 Electric Case Trimmer is the 
most efficient tool I have ever used for 
the simultaneous sizing and trimming 
of rifle cases. Reloads are fine for Ma 
Deuce as well, as long as they come 
from someone who really knows what 
he’s doing. Contact Lamont’s Preci¬ 
sion Bullets (Dept. SOF, 4236 West 
700 South, Poneto, IN 46781; phone 
219-694-6792). Kent Lamont can 
provide .50-caliber ammunition for 
every purpose from blasting to preci¬ 
sion long-range sniping. 

Use only cloth belts in the M1917/ 
Al. Metal links will abrade and scratch 
the brass feed block. If nothing but 
metallic disintegrating links are avail¬ 
able, fabricate a shield for the feed 
block out of steel shim stock. Make 
sure the belts do not touch either the 
front (if present) or rear cartridge stops 
on the feed block. Metallic links will not 
damage the M1919A4/A6’s steel feed 
block. 

This should get you started. There are 
no finer rattle-guns than any of John 
Browning’s ubiquitous models. Most of 
their components are good for 50,000 to 
100,000 rounds. They will never fail if 
you tend to them properly. ^ 



all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
WWII Bomber Jacket for the Aviator/ 
Racer look. Made of Dura-Hide, a man¬ 
made leather that defies you to tell it 
from the real thing. This is your chance 
to pick up the hottest look today at a 
very reasonable price. Check out these 
features: heavy duty Brass zippers; horizontal 
(zippered) and vertical front pockets; zippered left 
sleeve utility pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs and 
waistband; heavy weight pile collar; stylish 
epaulettes on each shoulder; inside storm flap for 
wind resistance; 100% nylon lining; 8-ounces 
polyester body fill for warmth that doesn’t weigh 
you down. This is a jacket taking America by 
Storm...don’t miss out. Order yours today for just 
$46.00 plus $3.00 shipping. Specify XS (30-32), S 
(34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44), XL (46) and XXL 
(48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or BROWN. 


WWII 
BOMBER 
JACKET 


HOLY QUACK! 

QUACK PHONE 


REPLACE 

WITH 
THIS O’ 



Replace Ma Bell with the Duck that talks — the 
original QUACK Phone. Amaze your pals — pick 
up your Duck and dial! This colorful two-piece 
wood decoy has a full feature tone/pulse/redial 
phone built into its body. When the phone 
rings...err, QUACKS, the duck’s LED eyes light up, 
too. The QUACK Phone is handcrafted and 


painted in bright duck colors. It’s a lot more attrac¬ 
tive than your standard phone and a conversation 
piece to boot! FCC approved and discount long 
distance service compatible. Order QU2 for just 
$79.95 postpaid. 



EAGLE 

SWORD 

CANE 


masterpiece of 

our French Collection. This 
true Napoleon Eagle in stun¬ 
ning silver is intricately repro¬ 
duced, a collector's piece 
from handle to sword, one of 
the most beautiful canes we 
have ever seen. High carbon blade 
steel tri-foil blade, dark brown 
cane shaft. 36" overall length, 

32" sword from handle to tip. 
Quarter turn of handle re¬ 
leases secret catch (pin-in- 
channel interna! design). ’ 

$148.00 postpaid. — 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 
ORDER FORM ON NEXT PAGE 
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AN/PAS-5 INFRARED GOGGLES 


□ Used by U.S. forces in Viet Nam and refined by 
the Israeli Army for desert warfare and counter¬ 
terrorist campaigns. Our Israeli contact secured 
a number of these AN/FAS-5’s. They come direct 
from Israeli storerooms, are in excellent condition 
and are operation-ready. 

□ Now you can see them. . but they can’t see you! 
You blend into the night — virtually INVISIBLE 
— yet your infrared goggles turn night into day. 
Put the ultimate in high-tech on your side. Ideal 
for surveillance, hunting, war games, police work, 
survival settings, home security, urban 
patrolling.. .the applications are endless. 

□ These AN/PAS-5’s are designed for “hands free” 
operation, fit snug and comfortably on your head. 
Weight 11-oz. Here’s what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 
infrared goggle binoculars 2) close-up lens 
assembly 3) light restriction caps 4) operating 
manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
case 7) super concave 4V2" infrared filter 8) Blue 
Streak 110,000 candlepower Rescue Light with 
Krypton bulb 9) adjusting head strap assembfy. 
Extra Mercury Batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4” Filter 
$12.00, 5-3/8” Filter $16.00. 


Lets You See Them... 

Can’t See You 


ONLY $398 

POSTPAID 

□ Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here 
is your chance for just $398.00 postpaid to 
own a sophisticated infrared system 
COMPLETE with everything you need for 
operation — goggles, light source, filters, and 
more! Sorry, at these prices NO credit card 
or COD’s. Money orders and bank checks 
ONLY for this item. 


The most sophisticated yet developed. Made for professional 
hunters to hear approaching animals at a great distance, the 
VanSleek has now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain, sounds leap across blocks and streets. Guards 
are using VanSleek in prison yards to listen to convicts. The 
range of uses of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and 
satisfaction is over-whelming. Receptivity plus. VanSleek is 
superior to direct receiver products... utilizes a built-in 3 V 2 " 
parabolic dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only found 
on larger, more expensive units. Convenient size, small enough 
for use in tight places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state circuitry. 
Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for increased amplitude. 
$148.00 postpaid and worth it! 


PENalyzer 

CS Tear Gas 
$ 8.95 

JSqL. Looks like an ordinary ball 
| ' point pen, complete with 
f 1 pocket clip. But pull off the 
I ;,l3 cap and you’ve got a potent 
V -tfj punch of CS rear GAS at 
r 1 your disposal. Wear 
PENalyzer in your shirt 
5 pocket and have unob- 
2 trusive security no matter 
gj where you are. 8g aresol 
shoots disabling blast 6 to 
8 feet. PENalyzer is filled in 
France by one of the 
world’s oldest and largest 
manufacturers' of chemi¬ 
cals and equipment for 
police/military appli¬ 
cations. Special Dutchman 
price of $8.95 each or six 
for $29.00 postpaid. Hurry, 
supplies are limited on this 
very unique product. 


SOUNDBUSTERS 

. ISHOOTER’S EAR" 


r Hi Pra ' sed SWAT teams/ 

m m police, serious shooters 

f & sportsmen. 3 in 1 
W Hi ELECTRONIC hearing: 

Sound Amplifier, Sound 
Suppressor & Top Quality Ear Muffs. Stereo 
operation. “Off’ gives conventional ear muffs. “On” 
lets two sensitive, powerful microphones in each 
muff detect low level sounds and AMPLIFY to 
normal hearing level; loud noises are 
SUPPRESSED to acceptable levels. Volume control 
knob for precise pickup. Powered by 9v battery, 
is lightweight and has one year warranty. $148.00 
postpaid. 


Long Distance $169.00 postpaid 

Surveillance 
via your 
telephone. 

Tele-Monitor 
2000 lets you 
discreetly 

listen in on unusual 
activities on any premises 

via the telephone. This small device ( 5 V 2 ” x 3 V 2 ” x 1”) 
plugs into any modular jack. Does not require 
beeper/pager. All it takes is a touch tone phone. Simply 
call the number Tele-Monitor is attached to, then access 
by pushing the correct touch-tone buttons. Once 
activated, Tele-Monitor’s super sensitive mike picks up 
the most minute of sounds: a door or window opening, 
muffled sounds of burglars at work, cries for help, a 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 


TIMES 


The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 


SECRET EAR 



The Dutchman 

Dept. 1187 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
MC/VISA COD Customers 
CALI. TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 
(. Item Price 


TOTAL 


NAME 

ADD RESS 

CITY 

STATE 


smoke alarm — any unusual sound. Compatible with any 
American phone exchange. Up to four units can be 
attached to one phone line, so you can monitor from 
room to room. Normal phone operation is not affected. 
American-made, state-of-the-art and priced right for just 
$169.00 postpaid (two for $318.00 and four for $556.00). 


BIONIC EAR 


OUR PRICE 
4$68 POSTPAID. 

Sound shut-off 
Bj circuit and 

/W tape jack 

standard. 


Optional booster increases pickup 37%, 
$39 postpaid. SAVE, buy the Combo Pak for 
$98 postpaid. 


Jijp NOVA XR5000 

JHPr $63 POSTPAID 

50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly ‘'scramble'' attacker’s 
nervous system causing immediate (temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touching your attacker 
anywhere, he will drop helpless even through 
many layers of clothing. STUN GUN is not lethal 
and is safe to user. Cannot transmit shock back 
to you. Requires a 9 volt nicad battery and 
charger $16.00. The Nova is sold with a leather 
holster for $63.00 postpaid. This is the authentic 
American made product. Put 50,000 volts 
in the palm of your hand, order today. 















ATTENTION RETAILERS — 


SOF NEEDS YOU! 





WHERE YOU HEADED 
DAVE? WEVE STILL 
GOT 40 ROUNDS 
TO FIRE._ 


YOU FIRE'EMUP, BUD. 
ITS TIME FORTHE NEW 
SOF TO BE DOWN AT 
MACKS GUN5H0R 


GEEZ.MACK rVE I SORRY'BOUTTHAl 
BEEN WAITING E. D THE 
TO SEETHE NEW I^ST BOFTOIS 

WEAPONS RE- 1 ii ° biiiii ii 
VIEW IN SOF. ^ 


SELL OUT 
FAST/ 


With each year of publishing our 
readership has grown. And, 
despite one of the best 
distributing networks around, 
guys like Dave are telling us that 
they’re having difficulty finding 
SOF each month. 

That’s where you come in. We’re 
looking for people like you — 
smaller retail outlets — that would 
be interested in carrying 10-15 
copies of SOF each month. 

If you think you’re what we’re 
looking for we want to hear from 
you. To receive details of our 
Direct Dealer Program please 
write to us at: 


A 

SOF DEALER PROGRAM 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Or, if you prefer, call us between 
9:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. 
(mountain time) at 
303-449-3750. 

Don’t delay — contact us today 
and become a member of the SOF 
Dealer Program Team. 








































WANTED 



DANIEL ORTEGA 

Dictator of Nicaragua 

For: 

BANK ROBBERY: Ortega’s career in crime began in his teens with a string of bank robberies. In one incident, a 
bank guard was killed. 


ELECTION FRAUD: Ortega stole the November 4, 1984 Presidential election. The opposition candidate, Arturo 
Cruz, fled Nicaragua when he was physically assaulted by Sandinista-directed mobs and denied access to the media. 
Ortega’s brother Humberto said it best: “Keep firmly in your minds that these elections are to consolidate revolutionary 
power, not to place it at stake.” 


MURDER & TORTURE: Ortega’s jails contain over 11,000 political prisoners compared to 600 under the dictator 
Somoza. Executions are commonplace. Use of torture is widespread and systematic. It includes: placement in hot boxes, 
placement in neck-deep sewage pits, attacks by trained dogs, multiple rape, electrical shock to genitalia, and psychological 
torture. 


CORRUPTION: Ortega has become fantastically rich since becoming dictator. He lives in a $350,000 home with a 
half million dollar art collection. According to Jack Anderson (Washington Post , September 20, 1985), “The three com- 
mandantes who dominate the Sandinista junta, Daniel Ortega, Humberto Ortega and Tomas Borge, have divvied up the 
country’s import market through two monopoly companies.” During a 1985 trip to New York City, Ortega and his common- 
law wife spent $3,500 on designer eyewear, placing the bill on a Diners Club card. 


GENOCIDE: Ortega’s government has destroyed 139 of the 256 Miskito Indian communities existing in 1979, including 
73 churches. Murder, rape, and arrest of Miskito Indians is widespread and arbitrary. Thousands of Miskitos have fled to 
Honduras and Costa Rica. Thousands more remain confined to Sandinista forced-labor camps. 

For more information on Ortega’s crimes, contact: Citizens for Reagan, 412 First St., SE, Washington, DC 20003 202-479-1105 
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GREEN BERETS, SEALs & 
SPETSNAZ: U.S. & Soviet Spe¬ 
cial Military Operations. By John 
M. Collins. Pergamon-Brassey’s 
International Defense Pub¬ 
lishers, Dept. SOF, Maxwell 
House, Fairview Park, Elmsford, 
NY 10523.1987.174 pages. Soft- 
cover. $15.95. Review by G.B. 
Crouse. 



service with Special Operations Task 
Force Europe and 15 years as a senior 
specialist in national defense at the Li¬ 
brary of Congress, has produced the 
first and only unclassified assessment 
of Soviet and American special opera¬ 
tions capabilities. 

Collins, author of the highly ac¬ 
claimed U.S.-Soviet Military Bal¬ 
ance, has broadened the information 
available on the balance of forces by 
addressing the area of special opera¬ 
tions. 

Green Berets, SEALs & Spets- 

naz is designed to give policymakers 
and planners in Congress and the de¬ 
fense establishment a standard refer¬ 
ence, one that examines and explains 
the doctrine of special operations and 
the capabilities of the forces tasked 
with performing counterinsurgency, 
resistance, counter-terrorism and re¬ 
lated missions. 

This book is valuable for experts as 
well as laymen. The glossary (written 
by the author rather than simply lifted 
from other sources) provides working 
definitions for terms that are often 
vague or ill-defined even within the 
special operations community. Source 
notes list hundreds of documents, 
books and articles for anyone who 
wants to examine more closely differ¬ 
ent aspects of special operations. 

Comprehensive and concise, 
Green Berets, SEALs & Spetsnaz 
is the only single source for all the facts, 
figures and hard-to-find information 
regarding the increasingly important 
field of special operations. 


THE NAVY CROSS — VIETNAM. 
Edited by Paul Drew Stevens. 
Sharp & Dunnigan, Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 60, 15522 Nopel Ave„ 
Forest Ranch, CA 95942. 1987. 
Hardcover. 372 pages. $19.50 


plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
Review by Tom Slizewski. 

In the course of the Vietnam War, 
362 Marines, 121 Navy personnel, a 
U.S. Army lieutenant and one Viet¬ 
namese navy petty officer received the 
Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism. 

The Navy Cross — Vietnam is a 
compilation of the 485 citations for 
Navy Crosses awarded from 1964 
through 1973. Each citation is a vi¬ 
gnette of the great service one man 
performed for his country. One such 
man was Lieutenant Thomas E. Noel, 
USMC, who charged through a mortar 
barrage to throw grenades into two 
bunkers, killing the NVA occupants. 
Another, Petty Officer Norman 
Stayton, USN, dove from his helicop¬ 
ter into a canal which had been set afire 
when a river patrol boat carrying jet 
fuel hit a mine, and rescued a drown¬ 
ing sailor. 

For many of the men in this book, 
their heroic deeds were also their last 
— 176 of the medals were awarded 
posthumously. Lieutenant William 
Fitzgerald, USN, was killed when VC 
forces overran his base. He ordered his 
men to evacuate while he alone acted 
as rear guard, calling artillery on his 



The criteria for the Navy Cross re¬ 
quire that the courageous act be so 
heroic as to set the sailor or Marine 
apart from his contemporaries. After 
reading the citations it’s clear that these 
men did that and more. In a war that 
seemed to produce few heroes, The 
Navy Cross — Vietnam makes it 
clear that the heroes were there — 
America just didn’t care to notice. But 
Americans are noticing now, and The 
Navy Cross — Vietnam is a fitting 
tribute to 485 brave men whose acts of 
extraordinary heroism under fire 


earned them the Naval Service’s 
second highest decoration for bravery. 


TIMEFIGHTER: A Marine in Viet¬ 
nam. By Gary D. Murtha. GDM 
Publications, Dept. SOF, 8813 
McLeroy, Kansas City, MO 
64134. 1986. 96 pages. $9.95. 
Review by Bill Brooks. 



PIELDS of Fire or A Rumor of 

War this is not. There is nothing pro¬ 
found or of great literary merit to be 
found in Timefighter. The experi¬ 
ence of reading this book is not so 
much informative or entertaining as it 
is a visit with the author. Sort of like 
spending an evening looking through 
Murtha’s photo album while recalling 
shared experiences from the war in 
Vietnam. 

Gary Murtha was a 19-year-old 
Marine rifleman when he arrived in 
Vietnam in January 1967. Assigned to 
Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th 
Marines, 1st Marine Division, Murtha 
served in Northern I Corps until Febru¬ 
ary 1968. Timefighter is his war 
story, a grunt’s-eye view of what Viet¬ 
nam looked, sounded, smelled and felt 
like for one combat Marine. 

Timefighter encompasses all of 
Murtha’s experiences in Vietnam, from 
his arrival in-country to his long- 
awaited rotation back to the States. 
The change in the author during the 
course of his 13 months at war is clear. 
The youthful expectations seen in his 
letters home give way to photos of 
himself after eight months in-country, 
photos that reveal all the emotions of 
an extreme existence. 

Timefighter serves as a personal 
introduction to the author, giving 
Americans a unique opportunity to get 
to know one Vietnam veteran, person 
to person, something most Americans 
seem to have avoided for the last 20 
years. ^ 
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COLP9&M-Y! WHY? 


GUARANTEED, GENUINE WARMTH CAN BE 
ON ITS WAY IN LESS THAN2HHOURS * 


USAF Flight Jacket 


These tight |ackets are 



means that rt is the medium 


weight jacket, designed tor 




for the military designation, 


sizes and stock numbers 


nylon making the iacket com 
pietely wind and waterproof. The 


interlining is 100% polyester fiberfill for 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This iacket is reversible: outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features two hip pockets outside as welt as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
happens to be the latest fashion trend 

Specify: 

■ Sage Green or Blue Shell - Regular Length Only. 

Sizes XS. S. M, L, XL $53.95/each. □ Field Jacket - Type M65 

■ Black {nylon shell) or Camouflage (50% cotton/50% nylon , ' " ' 

shell) - Regular Length Only. ,n one form or another - this l acket has 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L. XL $53.95/each. been the military workhorse for over 40 

years and is still going strong. 


■asSsT*' E 

jssagSasr-ra 

^sjSsssss 
skskw—- 

'"iSirs ."-, 1 


□ USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B 
DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES OF -10° TO 32° F. 


Polyester Fiberfill 
Lining - {Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce)" 

■ Nylon Shell - 
(Waterproof & . | 
Windproof) 


I Knit Cuffs 

and Waist 


□Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

daring and classy - like the professional's who wear them These are 
aflttil nguMan bants of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mih 

_ tary specs Made expressly for us by the prime 

■ govern ment contractor Also available 

liylir rn^ r- Official headgear tor 

K3 1 Airborne QuiMled (Maroon) 

W Jl ; Ringer Commandos (Black) 

": Artery a Guardian Angels (Red) 
"Commando Oreu (Camouflage) 

'"*! Sizes-6 7/8 to 7% 

(Not sure of head size 9 Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat We ll send the right one ) $13.75/each 

□ Angle Head Flashlite- TwijT^ 

This is the heavy duty 

plastic flashlight issued to alt military units ff/Sjgu 

The flashlight is waterproof non-glare and features 4 j Imfm 
different lenses which can be easily installed or // 111 If 
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender tor jj UJjj jj 
hands free operation, operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare buib 
Brand new. sold in the Gl box. (tvy 

Choose: 

Olive Drab (OD) green or black .$6.50/each. 


The field iacket is designed for 3 season wear 
In winter you can button in the liner (see below) 
or wear a vest or heavy sweater under it. 

■ Lightweight Hood 

Concealed in Collar-✓ 

■ Epaulets —- 

■ Gussetted Back 'f 

for Freedom of •A 

Movement- 

■ 4 Huge 

■ Outershell : ^ -tH 

of 50% Cotton/ j J 

Water & Wind ' t 

\ Repelfant-1 


I Drawstring Waistband 


] Watch Cap- Hi 

100% Wool- ^ 

I Tight Ribbed Weave 
I Roll Down to Cover Ears 
When Desired 
I One Size Fits All 

Choose Color- MU!lit' 
Black or Olive MEUlJi/lJj 
Drab (00) Green rL 

$6.00.each. 


Sizes: XS.S.M.L, XL 
(Send us your chest 
size for proper fit) 
Long Length (for per¬ 
son over 6 ft tall) 
Choose: Olive Orab 
(OD) Green or Wood¬ 
land Camouflage 
(Also Black or Tan 
Commercial Mft. to Gl 
Specs. - Reg. Length 
Only) 

Reg Length $55.00 
Long Length $60.50 
Extra Large/ _ 

Long $85.00 


Pile Line Hood - 
(drapes over shoulder 
when not needed) 

■ Flap Under Zipper 
/ to Prevent 
Cold.Spots - ' 

■ Zippered 
Sleeve Pocket 
■ \X with 

Pencil Holder 

\ Chine: Blick 
>r Sage Greta 
Oater Shell 
-Cater. 

Sizes: S, M, 

L and XL. 

$94.25/eacti. 



□ Commando Sweater - 


| ■ Tight Uteave 
I Makes Sweater 
Wind & Water 
- Repeilant 


I Extra long 

This is the famous j ]J/\\ sieeve^can 

doSwate°rTwooly I 1 , 11,1 , II If [ I A HI be rolled 
Pully) adopted by I I I up) 

the US Military. The 

natural 100% wool fibre content makes the sweater super warm 
Specify size: 

34, 36. 38. 40. 42, 44, 46 .$44.75/each. 

Sizes 48, 50 .add $5.O0/each. 

Choose: □ Olive Orab (OD) Green Crewneck (USMC ap¬ 
proved); □ Black V-Neck with epaulets and name plate area 
on breast (US Army approved); □ Black Crewneck (no epau¬ 
lets or nameplate area); □ Camouflage Crewneck; □ Tan { 
Crewneck; □ Maroon Crewneck. 


I Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman s Ex 

elusive): 2 Gl stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4 "and 24") ball chains. $6.00/set 


□Regulation Gl DogTags- 

set ol 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless / joJJ 
chains (4"and 24"') . . $4.00/set. 

Want us to print them 9 WE'LL PRINT ANY * 

THING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per line 

Printing only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set) 


□ M 65 Liner - designed to be buttoned into the M65 Field Jacket, 
these liners are lightweight, polyester-fibertilled. and very warm Order same 
size as your field iacket Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL ... S19.00/each. 

□ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland 

Camouflage —latest Army issue. 

This winterweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. 

Also available In Olive Drab (OD) Green. v nilltV 

Sizes: 7,7-1/4,7-1/2,7-3/4, $8.50/each. aeStiSSS** 5 ** \ 


PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


]Dog Tag Silencers 


4.00/set :□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

RINT ANY ' Bear Hat— Formally called the Campaign Hat 

:es per line this is a really fine quality pressed felt headpiece 

only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). A hat with character No one who wears it 

escapes a personality change An uncon- ' 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets Let your true 
black, non-glare rubber bumpers for or wistful self be heard Commercially manufactured 

$1.25/pair to exacting specs. Sizes 6-7 8 to 7-3/4 Sl9.75.each. 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap $ 2 .oo/»ch. 

5 □ Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) $7.75/each. 

VV (Specify color silver, gold metallic, black/gotd, metallic, yellow, red or 

FT T i T »Cl . r* Imht hlnpl 


□ Commando Sweater • Commercially 1 

made - patterned after the Gl ones, these are commercially { 
made in easy care 100% acrylic. Although they are copies, they are t 
constructed surprisingly true to the afl wool ones, complete with | 
sleeve and shoulder patches Choose between: Olive Drab (00) 
Green or Black. Specify Size: S. M. L. XL S22.75/each. 


■CAMOUFLAGE 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT319 W.42ND ST., 
^ NEAR TIMES SQUARE. W 

^ (PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) If 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage packaging 
insurance and handling 

Orders up to SI 0 00 S3 00 

Orders from SI0 01 to 20 00 3 75 

Orders irom 520 01 to 35 00 4 50 

Orders from 535 01 to 50 00 5 25 

Orders from 550 01 to 70 00 6 25 

Orders from S70 01 to 90 00 7 25 

Orders over 590 00 8 00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount indicated. 


Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage - 

Expandable camouflage mesh fits 
comfortably on any size head Cool in , 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary \ 
new mesh material can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye-holes l 
for the comfort of eyeglass wearers \ 
Choose: Woodland Camouflage, 

Desert Camouflage or 

Solid Black. 

t 6.00/each;2lorM1.00. 


•All In-Stock Items Orders Irom SSO 01 to 70 00 6 25 Each metal Cube contains 2 colors ol faci 

Shipped Within 24 Hours. Orders from S70 Ol to 90 00 7 25 

_ r. r , ,. * . n j „ cnn nn _ __ cnoose. woodland Camo (green & loam); 

Satisfaction Guaranteed Orders over S90 00 . . 8 00 und); stHMcamo (white & term) .S 2 

OT Your Monoy Back Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount indicated. 

M-D-ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 —CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tima) 


Camouflage Face Paint - 

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which 

can be easily removed with soap and water. Current military issue 

Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam); desert camo (light green & 
sand); snow camo (white & loam) .$2.75/tube: 2 tubes for $5.00 1 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tima) 


































COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 

Killer Calibers for Handguns 

by Evan Marshall 


INTELLIGENTLY selecting a defen¬ 
sive handgun can be extremely diffi¬ 
cult. Trying to make your way through 
all the mythology is no easy task—but 
choosing the right cartridge and hand¬ 
gun combination is essential to ensure 
survival in a lethal confrontation. 

Although most handgun calibers are 
capable of generating some con¬ 
troversy, none seems to match that 
created by the .45 ACP. Handgunners 
tend to view it as either the greatest 
pistol cartridge ever created or as an 
antiquated, overrated round that is 
overshadowed by a wide variety of 
more modem offerings. 

The obvious question is, whom do 
you believe? Both the Relative Stop¬ 
ping Power (RSP) gang (pro-.45) and 
the Relative Incapacitation Index (RII) 
followers (anti-.45) quote impressive 
statistics and “facts” that prove their 
arguments. Given the opportunity 
they will bury you in evidence to prove 
their point of view. 

The RSP people want us to believe 
that bullet diameter and weight are 
more important than velocity. They 
feel that big bore, moderate velocity 
rounds like .45 hardball are superior 
stoppers and that the lightweight, small 
bore, high velocity offerings are dismal 
failures in the real world. 

Conversely, the RII devotees want 
us to believe that the large temporary 
wound cavities created in gelatin 
blocks by high velocity hollowpoints 
are accurate indicators of stopping 
power potential. 

Who's right and who’s wrong? They 
both are — sort of. The problem is that 
we really don’t know that much about 
stopping power and probably never 
will. Handgun rounds in both catego¬ 
ries have produced both superb and 
inadequate results. 

The key to stopping power is bullet 
placement. The most “inadequate” 
round in the spine will stop a fight, 
while the “best” load in the stomach 
probably won’t Of course, bullets (like 
hollowpoints) that offer increased 
shocking power can be of real value. 
But we need to avoid the temptations 
of “super bullets.” All too often people 
buy what they consider as “the load” 
and assume they no longer need to 
worry about basics like marksmanship. 

I began my law enforcement career 
18 years ago as a member of a police 
department that issued the .38 Special 
but allowed its personnel the option of 
carrying a privately owned revolver of 
larger caliber. I looked around at what 
was available and opted for the Smith 
& Wesson Model 58.41 Magnum. No, 
there wasn’t any empirical data to back 
up my decision. Instead my choice was 
based on intuition and personal bias. 
Bigger just seemed better. 

Five years later I started my career as a 



This .45 round was one of five 
removed from the chest of a police 
officer. The wounded policeman 
drew his service .38 and killed his 
attackers. Photo: Evan Marshall 

One of 11 .38 rounds that failed to 
stop a suspect — eight of these 
rounds passed completely through 
him. Photo: Evan Marshall 



Shotgun-wielding rapist had his 
criminal career ended with this .45 
ACP round. Photo: Evan Marshall 


Wound profile showing temporary 
and permanent wound cavities 
created by a 185-grain .45 ACP 
Sllvertip round. Chart: Dr. Martin 
Fackler 


gun writer. As I traveled around the 
country on magazine assignments, I 
would talk to other cops about cany 
weapons, ammo and officer-involved 
shootings. Eventually, I began to get se¬ 
rious about collecting data on 
handgun-involved shootings. Whenever 
possible I attended autopsies, inter¬ 
viewed involved officers, examined and 
photographed bullets, obtained copies 
of crime scene and homicide reports, 
talked to emergency room surgeons and 
picked the brains of forensic pathologists 
all across the country. 

This turned out to be a slow process, 
as it proved quite difficult to get suffi¬ 
cient data in many cases to make any 
intelligent conclusions. It took over a 
decade to accumulate enough data on 
the various handgun calibers to report 
with even some degree of certainty 
what the popular handgun loads were 
doing in actual shootings. 

The result, then, is not some com- 

Continued on page 100 


AMMO AUTHORITY 

Evan Marshall, Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine’s contributing editor 
for law enforcement, is a sergeant 
with a large Midwestern police de¬ 
partment, where he is assigned as a 
full-time SWAT trainer. He has a 
master’s degree in criminal justice 
and is an authority on police 
weaponry, ammunition and tactics. 



45 Auto Silvertip 
185 gr HP 
vel-941 ft sec 
4 in brl) 


2.2 cm 
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NEW ISSUE M-9 BA YONET 9 * 

Official military issue M-9 Bayonetis manufactured by Buck Knives and designed 
by Phrobis III. It’s much, much more than a bayonet. It’s also a versatile field tool. 
SPECIFICATIONS 

1) Length: 12!4" (blade: 7V&"; handle: 5W'), 2) “Zone heat-treated” forged steel 
blade with Rockwell “C” 56-58, 3) V 2 tang blade with extension attached to butt 
cap, 4) Handle and Sheath made of DuPont ST 801 glass-filled plastic, and 
5) Weight (knife and sheath): 1.76 lbs. 

FEATURES 

1) Wire cutter, 2) Sawtooth back edge cuts wood, metal, rope, or ice, 3) Bayonet for 
M16/AR15 rifle, 4) Built-in sharpening stone, 5) Ambidextrous sheath with new 
quick-release belt clip, 6) Bottle opener, 7) Screwdriver, and 8) Velcro® attached 
Cordura® pouch. Rugged quality, collectability, and versatility! 

SF07-2091 .$119.95 


GRAPPLING HOOK 

Field tested extensively! Built around a W forged steel eyebolt that tests in 
excess of 12,000 lbs. The five tines that are welded to the shank are made of 
4140 chrome-moly heat-treated steel. These tines are strong enough to 
resist a load of about 2,000 lbs., but they are ductile enough to fail by 
opening before breaking. Sand-blasted and coated with a tough, baked-on 
epoxy coating for long lasting protection. Note: The Grappling Hook is 
not considered to be a primary means of penetration or for life-support 
missions, but rather an extended pair of hands. 

SF05-0718 .. $59.95 

DEPLOYMENT BAG 

Cordura® nylon dual-opening bag features a foam stiffener to hold it open 
for easy loading. To use, open one end, insert grappling hook with 
rope (coil rope into the cup formed by the tines of the hook). Holds up to 
150 feet of Vie" line. When ready to use, open the other end, remove the 
hook, and the rope is ready for deployment. Clean and simple! 
S.W.A.T. Black only. Rope is not included. 

SF05-0719 .$29.95 


SWITCH BLADE KEYRING 

It’s real and it works. Fully functional, legal 
switch blade knife with key chain. Carry it with 
you always for quick blade access. 2" folded, V/a" 
blade length. Shown actual size. 

SF07-2147.$14.95 


SHADOW 

KNIFE 

SHEATH 

QUylk 


EYE ARMOR / ^ 

New Official Military Sunglass by Gargoyles 1- . 
A poly-carbonate 4 times stronger than aluminum 
and 50 times stronger than glass. In tests they 
have repeatedly withstood impacts of a .177 caliber 
pellet traveling 290mph - no dents or abrasions. 
Wrap-back styling contours with your face for 210° 
of clear, undistorted protection from the sun’s 
UV-rays as well as dust, sand, spent shells, wind, 
etc. Choose from four tints. Made in the U.S.A. 

SF04-1047 Lunar Gray. $48.88 

SF04-1049 Amber (Shooter Glass) .. $48.88 

SF04-1050 Clear .. . $48.88 

SF04-1051 Bronze. $48.88 

SF04-1063 Gargoyle Carry Case.$9.88 


Keep your boot V 

knife and valua- 9 

bles tucked away f jSaBSf 

but accessible. 

The leg pouch/ 

sheath has a wide , 

Velcro® secured elastic band for a 
comfortable ride. The 2%"X3!/2" pack cloth 
2-pocket pouch will hold your credit cards, 
money, etc. securely and the slot for the 
boot clip is padded for total comfort. 
SF07-2168 .$12.95 


AFRICAN ARMY 

I COMMANDO BOOT 

Designed by the French for their 
African troops. Lightweight for 
hot weather desert or jungle 
use. 100% cotton canvas keeps 
rV feet dry and cool. Jump boot 
jBL styling. Top strap closes for 
leg support. Cleated poly- 
urethane out- 
WL sole for light- 
weight, durable 
traction. Choose 
size by using the 
chart shown below. Sizes: 39-46. Euro- 
ilar widths. Made in Israel. O.D. 
1. .. $29.95 


PRICE I EXTENDI 
EACH | PRICE 


IcolorI 


GHILLIE SUIT 

Three-dimensional camouflage. Wear it and 
disappear! Inspired by the English game 
keepers called Ghillies, who used them when 
stalking poachers. They’ve been redis¬ 
covered and developed to their highest form 
by military special forcos and snipers. 
Approximately 250 pieces of various earth 
colored burlap material are sewn to 
Velcro® and hung on to a sturdy polyester 
mesh parka with hood and face mask. Comes 
with its own carrier pack. Safety flame 
retardant treated Ghillie Suit becomes more 
effective with use. Great for hunting or 
wildlife photography. Sometimes you can 
fool Mother Nature. 

SFO1-0850. ................. $149.95 


□ I'M Abmp S3 .00 fOZ A 0UZK6N1 OAMOG 


U.S. Sizes 
and Metric 
Equivalents 


Metric 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 48 


STATE 


PHONE 


Prices Good Through Jan. 31, 1988. 























































I WAS THERE 

by Vernon Humphrey 

Kickin’ Ass 
and Taking Names 


In mid-1969, I was commanding A 
Company, 1/61 Infantry, in northern I 
Corps. We were working company¬ 
sized AOs along the coast, mostly 
ambush and patrol work. 

One night, about half an hour after 
dusk, I got a call. One of our ambushes 
had captured a child while moving into 
position. I headed out with the com¬ 
pany reaction force and linked up with 
them. Sure enough, they had a skinny, 
scared kid, who backed away from me 
when I approached him. I reached out 
and grabbed him by the belt — a plas¬ 
tic belt with a square metal buckle with 
an embossed star on it. 

We threw a poncho over the prison¬ 
er and examined him with a flashlight. 
His sallow complexion and leech scars 
on his legs told the whole story. He’d 
obviously been living in bunkers in the 
jungle for a long time. 

A marathon questioning session de¬ 
veloped under the poncho. With the 
advantage of a pocket notebook, I 
could shoot rapid-fire questions at the 
prisoner, jot down the answers and trip 
him up whenever he stumbled. 

I assigned him to a platoon and he led 
them to some old, fallen-in bunkers. The 
platoon leader explained that those 
weren’t exactly the bunkers he had in 
mind. He then led them to a couple 
more, this time in better condition. 

“No, I’m afraid you still haven’t got 
the idea.” 

For three days we roamed the area, 
uncovering bunker after bunker. Slow¬ 
ly but surely we cleaned up every 
bunker the prisoner knew. We cap¬ 
tured rice, ammo and other supplies — 
not much, but it was all the prisoner’s 
platoon had stashed for a rainy day. 

The next night an ambush party sur- 
prised the VC platoon. The VC 
dropped their packs and di-di’ed. My 
troops brought in the packs and I 
checked them against the growing 
mass of data in my pocket notebook. 
Each pack had its owner’s name in it— 
and they tallied with what the prisoner 
had told me. That platoon was in se¬ 
rious trouble now; we had their packs 
and all their spare food and ammo. 

The next night we made contact 
again. We hit one of them as they were 
coming out of the same village, and the 
rest fled back to the edge of the village. 

I called the reaction force out again and 
linked up with the platoon that had 
made contact. By now, there was a 
brisk firefight going on, with our ele¬ 
ments on one side of a big, plowed 
vegetable garden and the VC on the 
other side. The platoon leader called 
for continuous illumination, and the 
drifting ilium rounds gave the whole 
scene a spooky appearance. 

We didn’t seem to be getting any¬ 
where this way, so I turned off the 
ilium, formed a skirmish line and went 



Capturing one VC willing to talk 
could be the key to clearing an 
entire AO. Photo: DoD 


into the village. Moving through the 
vegetable garden, I stepped over a row 
of plants and noticed a bundle of rags 
lying on the ground. A moment later I 
heard a scream, “Waaaa! He’s alive!” 

I spun around to see the “bundle of 
rags” doing the boogaloo while one of 
my boys pumped a full mag of 
5.56mm into him. The bastard had 
tried to shoot me in the back. We 
pushed on and drove the VC out the 
other side of the village, where another 
ambush had a crack at them. 

In the days following, we continued 
to make contact, sometimes with re¬ 
sults, sometimes with just a smell of the 
enemy. Slowly but surely, I was cross¬ 
ing off names in my pocket notebook 
as we accounted for the platoon mem¬ 
bers, one at a time. 

They were getting desperate, so I 
decided to change tactics and set 
ambushes around another village, one 
located inside a resettlement zone. 
Normally, the VC would think long 
and hard about entering a resettlement 
zone, but you never knew. 

The first night we popped an 
ambush on an old man. His family 


threw a fit, claiming that he had just 
been going out to get some water from 
the rice paddy. But why would he do 
that when the village had a perfectly 
good well? And the rice paddy was on 
the other side of the village from the 
ambush site. We confronted them with 
this and they broke down. The old 
man was the local VC tax collector and 
he was going out to lead in the starving 
survivors of the platoon. 

We were having some success, but I 
was getting pressure from Military In¬ 
telligence. Every day they complained 
that the prisoner should be sent back to 
them for interrogation. I finally ran out 
of excuses, so I wrote an account of the 
capture and summarized the results of 
our actions to date, then copied every¬ 
thing in my pocket notebook. It filled 
20 sheets of legal-sized paper. I sent 
that in with the prisoner and called 
battalion later to confirm that both pris¬ 
oner and paperwork had arrived. 

When we rotated out of that AO, we 
had accounted for all but one of the 
members of the platoon — all killed, 
except for the original prisoner. And 
we’d killed a VC tax collector on top of 
that. As we handed over the AO, I 
briefed the incoming company com¬ 
mander and passed the pocket note¬ 
book to him. It was filled to overflowing 
now. 

A couple of days later, we got a call 
from battalion — a man had appeared 
at a MEDCAP for treatment, claiming a 
buffalo had bitten his hand. When the 
medics found a claymore pellet under 
his skin, they got suspicious and turned 
him over to the Ruff-Puffs. He turned 
out to be the missing member of the 
platoon. 

A week later the intelligence sum¬ 
mary came out. It reported that A 
Company, 1/61 Infantry, had captured 
a prisoner and gave the coordinates 
and date-time group. Then it went on 
to say, “The prisoner was a rice carrier 
and had no information of any tactical 
value.” 
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Buy Direct & Save from your Supply Depot! 
For Fast Delivery - Call Toll Free 1-800-872-28 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 


Military Berets 
Original Mil-Spec 100% 
Virgin Wool with leather 
sweat band- Fully lined 
with stiffener for flash. 
The very Finest made. 
Specify: (S) 7, (M) 7 1/4, 
(L)7 1/2, XL 7 3/4. Colors: 
S.F. Green (G), Ranger 
Black (S), Blue (B), 
Maroon (M), Camo (C). 
#0113() $9.95 


Fires 20 rounds as fast as you can pull 
the trigger. Authentically styled with a 
20-shot magazine. Folding stock, 
adjustable sling. Solid steel, smoothbore 
barrel. 80 shots per C02 cartridge. Fires 
.177 BB’s at 350^40 fps. Weighs: 2 lbs. 
3 oz.Length: Closed: 16 1/2", Open: 25" 
#464407 Z-77 Automatic $49.95 


New Mini 8-power Binoculars 
Black rubber armored for the sportsman, 
hunter. Compact and lightweight, only 
10.5 oz. 368 ft. field of view at 1000 yds. 
Center focus. Coated optics. Exit pupil 
2.6mm. 21mm objective lens. Comes with 
case and lens covers. 

#090450 $49.95 


Copperhead BB's for use with above 
Best available. 2500 BB's per pack. 
#464405 $2.5 


The Black Book of Dirty Tricks 
"Improvised Munitions Handbook" is the most 
sought after here-to-fore impossible to obtain 
Army Manual. Includes revealing chapters on: 
Mines & Grenades, Small Arms Weapons & 
Ammo, Mortars & Rockets, Incendiary Devices, 
Fuses, Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to 
manufacture Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shot¬ 
guns, and Recoilless Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials and much, much more! New expanded 
edition! Limited Number available! 

#BB $10.00 


Quartz-Halogen 

Hand-Held 

Spotlight 

Runs off your car's 
cigarette lighter. 
25,000 candlepower 
Visible for miles. A 
must for every car 
owner. Heavy-duty 
construction. 
#321700 $9.95 


Super Snooper 

Extremely sensitive pointable, electronic 
listening device amplifies and feeds all 
available sounds through stereo head¬ 
phones (included). Automatic shut-off 
circuit measures incoming signal and pro¬ 
tects you from harmful high volume noise. 
You can hear a whisper at 100 yds,, a car 
door shutting at 5 blocks, your dog hot on 
a trail 2 miles away. Uses 9-volt battery. 
Optional booster increases the receiv¬ 
ing surface area 37 times, making it more 
directional and powerful. Snaps on and off 
The Bionic Ear 

#310300 Receiver & Headset $79.95 

#310301 Bionic Booster $34.95 


Tear Gas Guns 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 7-shot 
auto fires tear gas cartridges or blanks as 
fast as you can puli the trigger. Heavy-duty 
metal construction with quick, easy ejec¬ 
tion. Checkered grips. Comes with a belt 
holster and a supply of tear gas and blanks. 
8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver 
#260110 Blue $19.95 

#260120 Chrome $24.95 

.22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic 
#260510 Blue $21.95 

#260520 Chrome $26.95 


The Little Black Box 

Amazing device automatically starts your 
recorder whenever the telephone is picked 
up and stops recorder when phone is hung 
up! Attaches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates no inter¬ 
ference or noise on the line. I"x2"x2". 
Warning: Not to be used for surveillance! 
#310101 Alligator Clip $29.95 

#310102 Modular Plug-in $29.95 


Chapman Gun Screwdriver Kit 

A must for every gun owner. Special gun- 
screw blades. Multiple heads with both a 
standard and ratchet handle. Convenient 
carrying case. Heat treated tool steel. 
#240400 $19.95 


Ordering Information 
By mail: Use coupon or separate 
sheet. Include check, money order 
or credit card information. C.O.D. 
orders accepted. COD charge $5.00 
By Phone: Call 1-800-872-2838. 
Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Illinois residents 
call 1-312-697-0222. Hours 8 A.M. 
to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

In Person: Stop By & Pick it up. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Minnie Zapper 


Original GX M-65 
Field Jacket 

Sizes: S,M,L,XL. 
Available in O.D. 
Green, Woodland, 
Tigerstripe, and Black. 
Specify size & color. 
#010700 $49.95 

#0107A0( ) M-65 Cold 
Weather Liner $19.95 


G.I. Lensatic Compass 

Brand New! Latest issue compass 
comes with neck strap and GI case. 
FSN 6605-151-537 
#2502G0 $ 


Smallest, lightest stun gun available. 
Weighs only a few ounces but packs a 
35,000 volt bite that will stop any attacker. 
Uses 9 volt alkaline battery. 

#310802 Minnie Zapper $59.95 

#310801 Battery & Charger $16.95 


Gerber BMF Knife 

#176201 BMF with Serrated Edge $129.95 
#176202 BMF w/o Serrated Edge $129.95 
#176203 LMF with Serrated Edge $99.95 

# 176204 LMF w/o Serrated Edge $99.95 

Grenades 

Look and feel like the real thing but are completely 
harmless. Full weight with detachable lever and pin. 
3 Styles - Pineapple WW II (0), Egg Vietnam (1) 
or Baseball Current (2) #1721G( ) $9.95 ea. 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd.^ 

39W433 Highland Ave., Elgin, IL 60123 (312) 697-0222 
Qty. 1 Number 1 Description/Size/Color I Price 


Charge my: Q MasterCard Q] Visa Q Amex 


SubTotal 


Shipping 


Credit Card Number 


Illinois Residents add 


Expiration Date 

| | Check Enclosed Q Money Order 


Drives a wire dart thru 1/2" plywood! Hard-hitting 
accuracy up to 50 yards and more. Velocity exceeds 
720 fps. Uses .40 caliber darts. Comes with 10 darts. 
#461104 MX5 Mega-Dart Pistol $49.95 

#461105 Extra Power Band $4.95 

#461102 Wire Darts 24/pkg $4.95 

#461107 Hunting Darts 20/pkg. $4.95 

#461106 Flathead Darts 2Q/pkg. $4.95 


Total 


Name 


Address 












my BATTLE 
^ BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Utility Blades 
and Combat Steel 


COMPETITIVE 

PRICES 


SEE YOUR GUN DEALER 
FOR QUALITY 
BLACK HILLS AMMO 


FREE 

PRODUCT 

BROCHURE 

AVAILABLE 


AMERICAN QUALITY 


Small knives have their place in the 
scheme of things, but they won't 
make the big cuts and chops 
required of a survival tool such as a 
battle blade. Photo: Tom Sllzewski 


mT’S a fact that there are many knives 
made today that do not work well, and 
the men who make them are actually 
and honestly unaware that their knives 
are inefficient. There are literally hun¬ 
dreds of knife salesmen in sporting 
goods stores in large cities who have 
never skinned a deer, made a fuzz stick 
for starting a fire or built a shelter with a 
knife; yet they will tell you with a 
straight face that this or that knife is 
what you need. 

Many of these inefficient knives 
being pushed by salesmen have, 
among other things, incorrect blade 
lengths. You see, blade length deter¬ 
mines, to a large extent, how a specific 
knife can be used. 

This was brought home to me a few 
years ago. It came to my attention that 
in Texas it’s legal to carry a fixed-blade 
knife anywhere other than a liquor 
store as long as it’s single edged, does 
not have a double cross guard, and has 
a blade that is less than SV 2 inches long. 
As soon as 1 discovered this, 1 made 
several utility knives with 5 a /2-inch 
blades. 

My friends and 1 carried them for 
one summer and into the fall hunting 
season. We enjoy primitive camping 
and practice survival techniques by 
going on hunting and camping trips 
lasting upwards of two weeks. We limit 


COMPETITIVE PRICES 


ourselves to gear used prior to 1840. 
We often allow ourselves only what we 
can carry, and we always carry a Bowie 
knife and at least one smaller knife. 
Our smaller knives had always been 
fixed-blade, single-edged affairs with 
4- to 4V2-inch blades. We carried these 
small knives for everyday use, even 
when not hunting or camping. 

As soon as we started using the long¬ 
er 5 a /2-inch blades for skinning, peeling 
potatoes, spreading honey and such, 
we discovered that these longer 
knives, even though they had the same 
blade shape, didn’t work as well for the 
little things as did the smaller blades. 
We immediately went back to the 
smaller knives and have been using 
them ever since. 

I’ve been accused of harboring a 
prejudice for large blades, and it’s true 
that I prefer a Bowie with a 9 7 /s-inch 
blade if I can have only one knife. A 
battle blade should be a knife with the 
strength and size to make any cut sur¬ 
vival may require. If I’m allowed the 
luxury of a second blade, it will be a 
small, fixed-blade knife with a single 
edge and a blade between 4 and 4 V 2 


BUCK MIL l 5 


P0 BOX 5070, 
RAPID CITY, 
SOUTH DAKOTA 57709 
PHONE 605/348-5150 


QUALITY MUNITIONS FROM 
THE BEAUTIFUL AND 
HISTORIC BLACK HILLS OF 
WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA 


Dealer and law enforcement inquires invited 
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inches. Such a small knife is extremely 
useful for small cutting chores. While a 
large knife will make any cut that a 
small knife will, it’s often quicker to 
make small cuts with a small knife. 

The intermediate-sized knives? I find 
they’re a bit too large to be handy for 
small things, and too short and light for 
efficient heavy cutting. How, then, do 
we account for their popularity? 

Many of them look nice and they 
certainly sell well, which is one reason 
that most knifemakers like them. The 
hard, unvarnished truth is that, in the 
last 15 years, knife styles and tastes in 
this country have been dictated by 
knife collectors . Unfortunately most 
collectors of anything don’t actually 
use the things they collect. Collectors 
accumulate things because they like 
them and not necessarily because they 
work well. Custom knifemakers cater 
to what they think the collector will 
want and the result is a trend that de¬ 
velops into a non-functional style of 
knifemaking. This may come as a 
shock to most, but over 90 percent of 
the people who actually make knives 
today, both custom and factory, are 
not active knife users. 

What we have, then, is a group of 
people — collectors, salesmen and 
most knifemakers — who are not ac¬ 
tive knife users, influencing the design 
of knives the rest of us use. 

Nowhere is this situation more pro¬ 
nounced — or potentially more 
dangerous — than in the area of battle 
blades. Correct length in a battle blade 
is critical. A soldier is very limited in the 
amount of equipment he can carry, 
and the gear that he has with him has 
to be efficient and effective. If a soldier 
can have but one knife, it needs to be 
one with a broad spectrum of applica¬ 
tion. Remember that a properly de¬ 
signed battle blade with a 9- to 10-inch 
blade can make heavy slicing and 
chopping cuts and small, light cuts. A 
small knife with a 5- to 7-inch blade 
simply will not make the heavy cuts 
that the larger knife will. A battle blade 
must be capable of delivering big cuts 
and be strong enough to withstand 
hard use. A big knife will also make 
small cuts, but a small knife will not split 
skulls with one stroke — something a 
battle blade may be called on to do. A 
battle blade must be a powerful knife, 
and one of the things that gives a knife 
power is the mechanical advantage of 
leverage that is furnished by the length 
of a longer blade. Knives with blades 
shorter than 9 inches simply don’t 
have sufficient leverage to enable them 
to make the really heavy cuts. 

What do we do with knives in the 
intermediate size range? Perhaps the 
answer to our dilemma is this: Let’s use 
the small and large knives for what 
they were designed for and leave the 
others to collectors. ^ 



The MIL-Spec Sight 

for MIL-Spec Rifles. 

The Elbit FALCON Sight packs all the advan 
tages of electronic, red dot 
aiming into a rugged MIL- 
SPEC configuration. 

You can be sure that any sight 
that was designed, tested and proven with 
the help of the Israel Defense Forces is both tough 
and effective. 

Quick target acquisition, ease of mounting and 
consistent accuracy are the advantages of a good elec¬ 
tronic, red dot sight. Build a sight that never fails to 
deliver those benefits in the toughest battlefield 
conditions and you describe the Elbit FALCON 
Sight. 


Make sure you ask to see the Elbit FALCON 
Sight. For descriptive catalog contact: 

ELBIT 




OPTICAL GUNSIGHT 
INFRAMETRICS- a wholly owned subsidiary of Elbit 
12 Oak Park Dr. Bedford, MA 01730 
617/275-8990 
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LET THE BAD GUYS KNOW HOW 
YOU REALLY FEEL 

PLEASE PRINT 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 


CITY _ 

ALL-AMERICAN Ts 
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MADE INTHE U.S.A 

KOLIBRI T’s MA 


TOTAL QTY.. 


S-M—L—XL 
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Qty. X (Includes PAH) ~ Price 

_x $8.95 =_ 

CANADA ADD $ .50 PER SHIRT 
FOREIGN ADD$3.00 PER SHIRT 

Send check or 
money order 
payable to: 

KOLIBRI 

P.O. BOX 427 
WESTMONT, IL 
60559 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE1 

by Tom Slizewski 




Space-age stock 

Though unorthodox in 
appearance, the Barracuda stock, 
available for UZI submachine guns 
and semiautomatic carbines, exhibits 
superb human engineering and 
significantly reduces muzzle climb 
and perceived recoil, especially with 
the .45 ACP conversion kit 
employed. 

Distributed by Armscorp of 
America and manufactured in Israel, 
the Barracuda is fabricated from 
tough, impact-resistant black 
polycarbonate and is reportedly in 
service with special units of the Israel 
Defense Forces. Installation is 
simple, requiring only removal of the 
UZl’s handguards, grip panels and 
stock. With a suggested retail of 
$139.95, this futuristic marvel is 
both practical and affordable. Write 
Armscorp of America, Dept. SOF, 
9162 Brookville Road, Silver Spring, 
MD 20910. 



Clipits multiply 

Spyderco’s line of Clipit folding 
knives has received wide acclaim 
and enjoys continued success in the 
cutthroat knife market. Rather than 
argue with success, Spyderco is 
expanding on its proven design by 
adding two new configurations to 
the lineup. 

Co-Pilot is the newest and 
smallest Clipit, with an overall blade 
length of only 2 inches. You can 
stash it literally anywhere, and it 
incorporates the trademark thumb 
hole for easy one-handed opening. 
Retail price is $41.95. 



Taking a more specialized tack is 
the Harpy Clipit The talon-shaped 
blade was designed with the seiner 
(net fisherman) in mind and is 
extremely efficient at cutting line. 
Also, the grasping action of the 
curved blade allows for easy 
one-handed cutting. Suggested retail 
is $54.95. 

Clipits are available with straight 
or serrated blades and offer a 
lifetime of knife utility. Contact 
Spyderco Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
800, Golden, CO 80402 or call 
toll-free 1-800-525-7770. 


Travel is hell 

Traveling is hell on cameras, 
optical equipment and, yes, even 
firearms. This type of gear needs 
some degree of pampering or it 
won't work when you're counting 
on it. Manufacturers have therefore 
come up with a plethora of bags, 
cases and carry sacks to protect 


fragile equipment — Pelican 
Protector Cases leave them all in 
the dust. 

Watertight, airtight, crush proof, 
dent proof, rust proof and buoyant 
even when fully loaded, nothing else 
comes close to Pelican cases when 
you’re looking for uncompromised 
protection. With easily customized 
structural foam interior and ABS 
resin shell, Pelican cases take the 
worry out of getting from point A to 
point B with gear intact 

Case sizes range from the 
51 Vi-inch long, 15Vi-inch wide, 
6 %-inch deep Pelican Long Case 
(pictured), to the small Pelicase 
(measuring only 13% inches by 12% 
inches by 6 inches). 

Prices range from $54.95 for the 
Pelicase to $139.95 for the Long 
Case. For details and ordering 
information, contact Pelican 
Products Inc., Dept SOF, 2255 
Jefferson St, Torrance, CA 90501; 
phone (213) 328-9910. 
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Contact Feather Industries Inc., 
Dept SOF, 2300 Central Ave. #K, 
Boulder, CO 80301; phone (303) 
442-7021. 


Top gun holster 

Chances are you’ve already seen 
Cattle Baron’s Dirty Harry shoulder 
holster in action. This is the one that 
held the .44 Magnum that, more 
often than not, made Clint’s day. 

But film fantasy aside, the Dirty 
Harry shoulder holster is a serious, 
well-made piece of equipment that’s 
currently in use by military and 
police units on six continents. 

Originally available exclusively for 
the .44 Magnum, you can now get a 
Dirty Harry holster to fit any 
handgun. Constructed of top-grain 
cowhide, hard tempered for 
strength, finished with natural oils 
and featuring Cattle Baron’s original 
“Y” strap harness, the Dirty Harry 
holster is among the most 
comfortable big-bore shoulder 
holster rigs you can own. 

Available only in rich-russet 
(golden tan) and black (called the 
Marauder), the Dirty Harry retails for 
between $89.95 and $119.95 
depending on barrel length desired. 


A color catalog describing Cattle 
Baron’s full line of products is 
available for $3 from Cattle Baron 
Leather Company, Dept SOF, P.O. 
Box 100724, San Antonio, TX 
78201; phone (512) 697-8900. ^ 


M 1NI-PLINKER 

Feather Industries’ AT-22 rapidly 
established itself as a great .22 after 
it was introduced in 1985. This year 
a variant is available based on this 
tried and true “plinker,” the 
Mini-AT. 

Similarities between the two 
models are many. What primarily 
sets the Mini-AT apart from its 
bigger brother are a shorter 
barrel/receiver and lack of a sliding 
stock. 

Like the AT-22, the Mini-AT is 
lightweight, semiautomatic, has a 
removable barrel and fully adjustable 
rear sight, and is fed by a 20-round 
magazine. 

If you’re in the market for a .22, 
either AT model will serve you well. 
Price on the Mini-AT is $219.95. 


F or the collector. For the runner/jogger. For the man who 
remembers with pride. Here are tne authentic sounds of 
history, combat and the legendary training of America’s 
Finest Fighting Men. Through tne actual recordings in these 
stereo audio cassettes, you II experience the action, the danger, 
the pride. You’ll be there, from boot camp to combat to the fa¬ 
mous, motivating running cadences that can put you back in the 
best shape of your life. You’ll join the ranks of America’s Finest. 
And become a part of the legend. 

Indicate selections by number on attached coupon. Send with check or money order (all cassettes 
are $9.95 plus $1.75 shipping and handling). We’ll send you our free catalog, "Run With The 
Legend" Toll free telephone orders: 1-800-642-1144 (for C.O.D. and credit card orders). 

California residents add 6% sales tax 


FREE CATALOGUE 


documoitarv recordinesjl 


P.0. BOX 99788 SAN DIEGO CA 92109 




MAIL INI i 


1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 |l0|l11 12 1 13 1 14 1 15 1 16 1 17 1 

| INDICATE YOUR SELECTION BY CHECKING THE CORRESPONDING NUMBER. 
0 ALL PRODUCTS ORDERED FROM OUR CATALOGUE ARE GURANTEED MONEY BACK. 




MMISWWI 

Mill 

' I 


U.S. fifsMj 

RANGERS 


IUWWI1K 


O 


LLGEHD 




yjtJNAMl 


SPECIAL FQRCLS 

CRQH BfKTS 


AMERICA’S 

BUGLE 

CALLS 




NOVEMBER 87 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 31 






























SOLD on SOF? 


Subscribe & Save! 

X If you’re still buying SOF at a newsstand, paying 3 bucks a copy... 

^ If you’re buying SOF hit or miss, getting only the copies you remember to pick up... 

^ If you want to be part of SOF’s tough, practical stand on the military... 

yi. If you are committed to the principles of freedom and national defense that SOF broadcasts 
for all the world to hear... 

Then you must — must — subscribe to SOF now! 

GET UP TO 9 ISSUES FREE DON’T RISK A THING 


Why pay $3 at the newsstand? 

Subscribe now and save over $11 a year, or 
subscribe for two years and save as much as 
$27. 

That’s like getting 9 ISSUES ABSOLUTELY 
FREE! 

GET EVERY ISSUE LIKE 
CLOCKWORK 

Why wait for the newsstand copies to arrive? 
Why make a special trip? Why take chances on 
missing an issue? 

As a subscriber, your personal copy is 
delivered confidentially in a plain brown 
wrapper to your home or office, every month 
like clockwork. 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THESE 
UPCOMING VITAL REPORTS 

• Contributors Wayne Sumstine and Jamie 
Bisher slip into Managua, Nicaragua, a city 
short on everything but rumors and obnoxious 
“Brigadistas” (Americans enthusiastically 
supporting the left-wing government despite 
signs all around them of dissent, suppression 
and communist indoctrination). 

• It has cost American taxpayers over 11 
billion dollars, but the Army’s high-tech 
Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicle has some 
serious technical flaws and as yet the Army’s 
not quite sure how they’re going to use it in 
combat. A former mech infantry officer takes a 
long hard look at the Bradley and how the 
Army plans to use it. 

• Keep abreast of military hot spots around the 
globe with SOF. We take you where the action 
really is as our combat correspondents march 
with the world’s freedom fighters in their fight 
against oppression. 


You already know what SOF can Deliver. But 
we want to make sure you’re satisfied. That’s 
why we offer our MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE. If for any reason you’re 
dissatisfied, just cancel your subscription and 
we’ll refund the unused balance. That’s all 
there is to it. 

STAY INVOLVED 

Join the SOF staff every month and be part of 
the conflicts and controversies throughout the 
world. 

Subscribe to SOF.. .NOW! 








OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone (303) 449-3750 


T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! 


Back 


Front 



#1025 

Lucy’s Tiger Den 
White 412.95 



#1012 


Contra-Banned 
Red 49.95 



#1018 
Seal Team 
Silver 49.95 


#1011 
Grenada 
Silver 49.95 




#1024 

Anytime Khadaffi 
Lt. Blue 410.95 


DEATH 



#1004 
Pale Horse 
White 49.95 
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World Tour 
Navy, Long Sleeve 
414.95 


#1002 

Peace 

White 49.95 



Back 



Lt. Blue 49.95 



LEBANON 


Help A Syrian Meet Allah 


“Hey, we just 
stepped in some 
Shiite!” 


#1008 
Visit Lebanon 
Tan 49.95 
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#1001 
SOF Logo 
Black 49.95 


#1005 

Special Forces 
Black 49.95 


SPECIAL FORCES 



LIVING BY CHANCE 
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KILLING BY PROFESSION 
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#1013 
CA.T.T. 
Navy 49.95 


#1006 
Marines 
Gold 49.95 
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S.E. Asia 
Black 49.95 
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Rhodesian Army 
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T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. SUB TOTAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
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first Item ordered — include 750 
for each additional Item for post- 3 B% S ^°o 

age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL 
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CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
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SOF EXCLUSIVE 


GUNS 


BEHIND 
THE GREAT 
WALL 


Firing suppressed Type 85 submachine gun. 
At only 5.5 pounds and with a cyclic rate of 
800 rpm, it’s a substantial improvement 
over older Type 64. 


PART 3 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


SOF’s intel coup behind the Bamboo 
Curtain continues as our T&E team — Edi¬ 
tor/Publisher Robert K. Brown , Technical 
Editor Peter G. Kokalis and Contributing 
Editor Bob Jordan — examines People's 
Liberation Army submachine guns and the 
‘ 'mysterious 9 ' subsonic ammunition de¬ 
veloped by PLA weapons designers. This 
third part of an in-depth eight-part series 
documents their field test at the PLA Small 
Weapons Research Institute north of Bei¬ 
jing — a weapons facility previously off 
limits to foreigners. Again , SOF wishes to 
thank the People’s Republic of China gov¬ 
ernment for its gracious invitation to our 

PRC Type 85 (top) and Type 64 (bottom) 
sound-suppressed submachine guns were 
designed specifically for clandestine 
operations. 


staff members to freely examine , on loca¬ 
tion and unhindered , that country's military 
hardware, much of which had never been 
seen by Western intelligence sources. 


S UBMACHINE guns — by definition 
selective-fire, shoulder-held weapons 
chambered for pistol ammunition — are 
moribund. The development of lightweight, 
short-barreled assault rifles has signaled 
their death knell. While 20 million sub¬ 
machine guns of one sort or another were 
fielded during World War II, their short 
effective range of rarely more than 100 
meters, limited accuracy due to their open- 
bolt operation, and relatively low power 
lend serious doubt about their military fu¬ 
ture. Millions still reside in dead storage and 
no major military service has adopted an 
SMG in more than a quarter century. There 


remains but one highly specialized applica¬ 
tion for these relics of the past. When their 
barrels are shrouded by a sound suppressor, 
submachine guns can be effectively de¬ 
ployed by elite units engaged in clandestine 
operations including, but not limited to, 
ambush, assassination, prisoner recovery 
and reconnaissance. 

If the submachine gun will live on only in 
this form, why not design one specifically 
for this role? The People’s Liberation Army 
did just that 23 years ago. Two years ago the 
People’s Republic of China introduced 
another unique suppressed SMG that, until 
SOF’s team tested and evaluated the entire 
series of weapons developed at the Small 


Firing Type 64 sound-suppressed 
submachine gun. 
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Close-up of the Type 85’s ported barrel and 
sound suppressor’s baffle stack. 

Rotating dust cover for retracting handle’s 
slot also serves as transport safety to 
prevent bolt from moving rearward after it 
has been closed on an empty chamber. 



Arms Research Institute outside Beijing, 
had never been exposed to anyone beyond 
the Great Wall of China. Both the Type 64 
and new Type 85 suppressed submachine 
guns will be described here in detail hitherto 
unpublished. 

Type 64 SMG 

There are few accounts of the Type 64 
SMG in Western sources and all contain 
errors of one degree or another. Firing from 
the open-bolt position, the Type 64 SMG is 
operated by means of unlocked, pure blow- 
back. It weighs 7.5 pounds, empty. The 
overall length is 33.8 inches with the stock 
extended and 25.5 inches after the stock has 
been folded. The barrel length is 9.8 inches. 
Except for the bolt and suppressor assem¬ 
blies, all components have been salt blued. 

Type 64 receivers are milled forgings, 
very similar in configuration to that of the 
AK-47, even to the extent of the characteris¬ 
tic lightening grooves above the magazine- 
well. The receiver cover is a half-cylinder, 
sheet-metal pressing with slots cut on the 
right side for the ejection port and bolt’s 
retracting handle. 

Type 64 bolts are cylindrical in shape and 
unfinished. Extractors consist of two com¬ 
ponents, the claw and a flat spring. Firing 



Close-up of Type 64’s ported barrel and 
sound suppressor’s baffle stock and 
expansion chamber. 


pins are press-fit into the bolt face. A small- 
diameter single coil wrapped around a two- 
piece guide rod serves as the driving spring. 
There is a red fiber buffer at the end of the 
receiver, similar to the one found on the 


Soviet PPSh 41 SMG. 

A folding stock, taken directly from the 
PRC Type 56-1 assault rifle, has been 
attached to the receiver in the Kalashnikov 
manner with a spring-loaded catch button 


MYSTERIOUS 
SUBSONIC AMMO 

The ammunition developed for the 
PRC Type 64 and Type 85 submachine 
guns is at least as intriguing as the 
weapons themselves. 

Both of these submachine guns are 
chambered for the ComBloc 
7.62x25mm rimless bottleneck cartridge 
and can, in fact, fire standard ball 
ammunition (with its 85-grain Full Met¬ 
al Jacket round-nose bullet) in this cali¬ 
ber. Unfortunately, for the purposes of 
sound suppression, this is one hot little 
number. Soviet ammunition steps out of 
my PPS 43 SMG with an average veloc¬ 
ity of 1,750 fps and Czech ammo will 
average 1,900 fps (which duplicates the 
velocity of the locked-breech .30 Ml 
Carbine’s 112-grain projectile!). 

PRC designers could have milled 
enough holes into the barrel to drop the 
velocity below the speed of sound 
(1,087 fps at 32 degrees Fahrenheit at 
sea level) and eliminate the projectile’s 
downrange supersonic “crack,” but the 
tradeoff would have been unacceptable. 
Dropping the small 85-grain bullet’s 
velocity to subsonic levels would lower 
the stopping power (already marginal) 
and effective range to objectionable 
levels and most likely have degraded 
functional reliability. 

A far superior alternative is to employ 
subsonic ammunition with heavy bullets 
that will yield the same stopping power 
as standard ball ammunition at velocities 
below the speed of sound, and port the 
barrel only enough for effective sound 
suppression. Experiments to this end 
commenced in World War II when the 
Germans tested 9mm Parabellum 
ammunition with heavy bullets. The 
concept was picked up by the British 
during the 1950s and further expanded 
during the Vietnam War when U.S. 
Navy SEAL teams were provided with 
subsonic 9mm ammunition manufac¬ 
tured by Super Vel for Smith & Wesson 
Model 39 pistols fitted with sound sup¬ 
pressors known as “Hush Puppies.” 

This was also the course of action 
chosen by PRC designers in 1964. Type 
64 7.62x25mm subsonic ammunition is 
loaded into the standard copper-washed 
steel case (Berdan primed) common to 
most PRC ammunition and in this cali¬ 
ber actually only 24.7mm in length. But 
the bullet itself is quite unorthodox for a 
pistol cartridge. This 121-grain FMJ 
projectile has the boat-tail configuration 
usually associated with high-power rifle 
ammunition. The jacket material is 



Left to right — 7.62x25mm standard 
ball, 7.62x25mm Type 64 subsonic 
ammunition, and 7.62x39mm standard 
ball (the latter used in the Kalashnikov, 
not Type 64 or Type 85 SMGs). 

brass-washed steel with a red case- 
mouth sealant. The bullet is 25.9mm in 
length and 7.85mm (.314 inches) in di¬ 
ameter. With regard to this latter dimen¬ 
sion, keep in mind that, while the max¬ 
imum bore diameter (groove-to-groove) 
of so-called “7.62mm” caliber 
weapons in NATO countries is nominal¬ 
ly .308 inches, it is usually .311 inches 
in ComBloc firearms. A bullet only .003 
inches larger than .311 inches will have 
negligible effect on the chamber pres¬ 
sure. The propellant charge is 3.5 grains 
of a cut-sheet flake, similar in appear¬ 
ance to Hercules Bullseye. This is about 
1.5 grains less than provided in standard 
ball ammunition for this caliber. Overall 
length of the cartridge is 36.8mm 
(2.1mm longer than standard 
7.62x25mm ball). Cited specifications 
indicate this subsonic 7.62x25mm 
ammunition produces a maximum 
chamber pressure of 2,400kg/cm 2 with 
muzzle velocities from 935 to 1,000 fps 
and a claimed effective range of 400 
meters. 

All of the subsonic ammunition fired 
in SOF’s test of the Type 64 and Type 85 
submachine guns was headstamped 
either “11 67” or “11 82.” Factory 11 
is located at Mudanjiang, Heilongjiang 
Province in northern China. It is interest¬ 
ing to note that the only specimen 
observed previously was manufactured 
in 1966. That this ammunition was still 
being produced in 1982 indicates a 
steady and consistent demand. 
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on the left side. The rear sling swivel has 
been fitted to this catch button. The front 
sling swivel is mounted halfway up the sup¬ 


pressor tube on the left side. 

The trigger mechanism is patterned after 
that of the Czech ZB 26 and British Bren 


series of light machine guns. A tripping 
lever projects through a “window” in the 
sear. In semiautomatic fire, the head of the 
tripping lever is depressed by the moving 
bolt to release the sear, which then engages 
the bolt’s bent (notch) and holds the bolt to 
the rear. Releasing the trigger pivots the 
tripping lever upward. Pulling the trigger 
will repeat the process. In the full-auto 
mode, both the tripping lever and sear are 
pulled down and clear of the bolt. 

A lever on the left side of the receiver 
controls the firing modes. When rotated to 
the forward notch, the weapon fires semi- 
automatically. Full-auto fire is obtained 
when the lever is rotated to the rear notch. A 
manual safety on the right side, in back of 
the trigger, can be pivoted downward to 
block the trigger mechanism. A pivoting, 
sheet-metal dust cover for the retracting 
handle slot acts as a transport safety. When 
the bolt is forward on an empty chamber, 
this cover, which looks very much like the 
selector bar on a Kalashnikov, can be ro¬ 
tated upward to block the bolt’s rearward 
movement. Pistol grips, interchangeable 
with those of the Kalashnikov, are either 
checkered wood (early) or plastic with lon¬ 
gitudinal grooves (late). A “flapper” 
magazine catch/release assembly of the 
Kalashnikov type has been riveted to the 
receiver body in front of the trigger guard. 

All very interesting, but the heart of this 
weapon is its integral suppressor system. 
The four-groove barrel has a right-hand 
twist with three flutes in the chamber, each 
.1mm wide, .075mm deep and 10mm in 
length. These flutes ease extraction and 
theoretically assist in velocity reduction. 
Four rows of nine holes, each 3mm in diam¬ 
eter, follow the spirals of the rifling 
grooves. As these 36 ports have been milled 
at the muzzle end of the barrel, they can 
have no effect on the bullet’s velocity, 
which has almost reached maximum by the 
time it has traveled that far down the barrel. 
Barrels must be ported at least 2 inches from 
the chamber mouth for significant velocity 
reduction to occur. These ports are an ob¬ 
vious attempt to dump gas and nothing 
more. The escaping gas is supposed to bleed 
into an expansion chamber covering the rear 
half of the barrel. Four rows of three large 
oval ports surround this expansion chamber 
in an attempt to create turbulence and dissi¬ 
pate thermal energy. Between the muzzle 
and the suppressor tube’s front cap is a stack 
of 12 dished baffles held together by two 
rods with a pivoting handle. All of the sup¬ 
pressor components and both the exterior 
and interior surfaces of the barrel have been 
hard-chrome plated. The forward end of the 
suppressor tube has four longitudinal de¬ 
pressions designed to secure the baffle 
stack. The unit is entirely user maintainable 
and no screens or porous fillers are used in 
the expansion chamber. Increased back 
pressure from the suppressor has driven the 
weapon’s cyclic rate to 1,000 rpm. 

Both sights are mounted to the suppressor 
tube. The hooded front post is adjustable for 
windage and elevation zero in the Kalash- 



Type 3 uh in a chi me \iun. fieldst ripped. 

TYPE 64 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber;.7,62 k 25mm; subsonic amniiiriiiidn or standard hull. 

Operation: .Unlocked biowback. Fir-C: From tlu- open-boll position by 

means of advanced primer ignition. Selector provides 
semiautomatic and ful I-an to modes. 

Cyclic rule: ... . 1,000 rpm. 


Feed: . Detachable, 30- ron nd, two- position ■ feed... staggered -column 

hax magazine. Type 64 and magazines are not Inter¬ 
changeable, 

Weight, empty; .7.5 pounds 

Length, overall 

stock cut ended: .... 33-H intfra. 


stock folded;. 25.5 inches. 

Barrel:. . . . „ . .. , . . Four-groove with a right-band twist. Chrome plated cham¬ 
ber, bore and exterior Four rows of nine holes, each 3mm 
in diameter, spiral with the rifling grooves around the front 
end of the baud. Barrel cannol be removed. 

Barrel length: 9.8 inches 

Sound &up|jrtssG,r;. .. 12 dished bailies stacked in from of muzzle with expansion 

chamber &i rear end of barrel. No screens filler 

employed. Suppressor rube enclosing system arid emir* 
barrel is threaded lo front end of receiver. User maintain¬ 
able. 

■ Sigiiis:.Hooded, round front post; adjustable for windage and eleva¬ 

tion zero, Protected, flip-type rear with if>0- and 20D- 
meter apertures. 


Finish:.. Metal surfaces salt blued, except for unfinished bolt; 

chrome-plated barrel and sound-suppressor internal pans. 

Ftnuiturc:.Pistol grip: checkered wood or longitudinally grooved pias 

tic. 

Accessories: . ... Sling, spare magazines and parte. 

Status: ... .In service with People’s Liberation Army„ but no longer in 

production. 

Manufacturer:., PRC government arsenals. 

Exporter:..Poly Technologies, Inc.. Dept- SOP. 5/f\ Ciiie Building, 

19, Jian Guo Men Wni Slreel. Beijing, People's Republic 
of China. 


T&E summary: . . . Effective, user-maintainable sound suppression. Needs 

asbestos cover over suppressor lllbe. Cosi-clTetfivt and 
reliable. Hil probability and accuracy potential are accept¬ 
able for Emended applications. 
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nikov manner. The flip-type rear sight has 
protective ears and peep apertures for 100 
and 200 meters. 

Curved, 30-round, two-position-feed, 
staggered-column box magazines were de¬ 
signed for this weapon and they can be used 
in no other. They are, of course, slightly 
wider than usual for this caliber to accept the 
longer Type 64 subsonic cartridge. They are 
well-built, substantial and reliable. 

Disassembly procedures parallel the sim¬ 
plicity encountered with most ComBloc 
weaponry. Remove the magazine and clear 
the weapon, returning the bolt to its forward 
position under control. Rotate the suppres¬ 
sor tube’s front cap and remove it. Grasp the 
suppressor stack’s handle and withdraw this 
assembly from the tube. Depress the spring- 
loaded locking lever in back of the rear sight 
and twist the suppressor tube in either direc¬ 
tion to separate its interrupted threads from 
the end cap. Pull the tube forward and off 
the barrel assembly. Lift the end of the 
recoil spring’s guide rod out of its retaining 
notch at the rear of the receiver. Push it 
forward and lift off the receiver cover. 
Withdraw the recoil spring, guide rod, buf¬ 
fer and bolt. No further disassembly is re¬ 
quired of the operator. Reassemble in the 
reverse order. 

Approximately 500 rounds were fired 
through the Type 64 presented to SOF for 
test and evaluation. Although the cyclic rate 
is quite high, there were no failures to feed, 
extract or eject, no double feeds or failures 
of the bolt to close into battery. The 
ammunition appears to be well-balanced 
with the suppressor and there were no run¬ 
aways. It was difficult to fire less than four- 
shot bursts in the full-auto mode. Both the 
accuracy potential and hit probability were 
adequate for the intended applications. 
There was no muzzle flash and the sound 
suppression was effective, but inferior to 
the Type 85. Bolt clatter was only moderate 
and there was, of course, no downrange 
supersonic crack. The suppressor tube be¬ 
came quite hot as the test proceeded and a 
protective soft cover would be well- 
advised. There was no gas leakage into the 
operator’s face. Altogether, this is a cost- 
effective, easily maintained and reasonably 
effective low-signature device. Although 
still in service with the PL A, it is no longer 
in production, as the Chinese were anxious 
to move forward with superior technology. 

Type 85 SMG 

The juxtaposition is clear-cut. Twenty 
years of advanced technology have resulted 
in a noticeable improvement. While the 
Type 85’s overall length with the stock un¬ 
folded is, at 34.8 inches, an inch longer than 
the Type 64, when the stock is folded, the 
length (25.2 inches) is slightly shorter. 
Most dramatic is a weight reduction of 2 
pounds, as the Type 85 tips the scales at 
only 5.5 pounds, empty. 

The method of operation remains the 
same and thus the Type 85 suppressed sub¬ 
machine gun fires from the open-bolt posi¬ 
tion by means of unlocked blowback. As the 
firing pin is fixed, the cartridge is detonated 


by advanced primer ignition. Except for the 
bolt and barrel group, the entire weapon has 
been fabricated from seamless steel tubing 
with stamped sheet-metal components riv¬ 
eted, welded or pinned to the main body. 
All the steel parts, with the exception of the 


hard-chromed barrel/suppressor group and 
the phosphated bolt, have been salt blued. 

Cylindrical seamless steel tubing, to 
which has been welded a threaded front 

Continued on page 88 



TYPE 85 SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber:.7.62x25mrn; subsonic ammunition or standard ball. 

Operation: ...Unlocked blowback. Fire from open-bolt position by means 

of advanced primer ignition. Selector provides semiauto¬ 
matic and full-auto modes. 

Cyclic rate:....... . . . 800 rpm. 

Feed:..;. ...... Detachable, 30-round, two-position-feed, staggered-column 

box magazine. Type 64 and 85 magazines are not inter¬ 
changeable. 

Weight, empty:.5.5 pounds. 

Length, overall 


stock extended: .... .34.8 inches, 
stock folded:.....;... 25.2 inches. 

Barrel:.. .Four-groove with a right-hand twist. Chrome-plated cham¬ 


ber, bore and exterior. Four rows of nine holes, each 3mm 
in diameter, spiral with the rifling grooves around the front 
end of the barrel. Barrel can be removed. 

Barrel length:.9.8 inches. 

Sound suppressor:.11 dished baffles stacked in front of muzzle with expansion 

chamber at rear end of barrel. No screens or porous filler 
employed. Suppressor tube enclosing system and entire 
barrel is threaded to front end of receiver. User maintain- 
able. 

Sights:.. Hooded, round front post; adjustable for windage and eleva¬ 

tion zero. Protected, flip-type rear with 100- and 200- 
meter apertures. 

Finish:.Metal surfaces salt blued, except for phosphated bolt; 

chrome-plated barrel and sound suppressor internal parts. 

Furniture:......... Pistol grip: reddish brown phenolic. 

Accessories: ...Sling, spare magazines and parts. 

Status:... .^In service with People’s Liberation Army, 

Manufacturer: ......... PRC government arsenals. 

Exporter: .... . Poly Technologies, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5/F, Citic Building, 

19, Jian Guo Men Wai Street, Beijing, People’s Republic 
of China. 

T&E summary:.Effective, user-maintainable sound suppression. Needs 

asbestos cover over suppressor tube. Cost-effective and 
reliable. Hit probability and accuracy potential are accept¬ 
able for the intended applications. By virtue of its lighter 
weight and lower cyclic rate than the Type 64, Type 85 
must receive superior rating. 
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I N a typical war, the enemy’s troops, 
communications and transportation lines 
are an invader’s major targets — not rural 
villages and the people who live there. But 
the vicious war in Afghanistan is anything 
but typical, and rural villages have found 
themselves at the vortex of the Soviet war- 
storm. This is about one Afghan village, its 
freedom fighters, its courage and the batter¬ 
ing I watched it receive at the hands of 
Afghanistan’s northern neighbor. This is 
the story of Paghman. 


Paghman seemed a good destination for 
my second trip to photograph the Afghan 
war. Less than 10 miles of open ground 
separate it from the Soviet-held capital of 
Kabul, but the freedom fighters (mujahi¬ 
deen) have courageously kept Ivan at bay 
since the Soviet invasion in December 
1979, despite ferocious attacks by the Rus¬ 
sians. 

Paghman is not alone in suffering at the 
hands of the Soviets. I could have found this 
brutal war by visiting any of thousands of 
other villages scattered across this Texas¬ 
sized country. Every one of the dozens of 
Afghan villages I’ve seen during my two 
visits has been bombed or gassed or 


Afghan rnujahid with a rare prize,a 
captured Soviet 5.45mm AKS-74. 


SECOND TIME 
BEHIND THE LINES 

“Death of an Afghan Village” 
chronicles author Philip Edwards’ 
second journey into Afghanistan (for the 
first, see “Daylight Raid,” SOF, Octo¬ 
ber ’85). Edwards combines a career as a 
freelance photojoumalist with profes¬ 
sional training in ornithology. He has 
particular expertise in birds of prey, 
which might explain his interest in the 
Soviets. 











napalmed or smashed by tanks. Why has the 
Kremlin placed the village in the center ring 
of its high-tech death show in Afghanistan? 

There are several reasons. First, the 
Soviets and their Afghan communist quis¬ 
lings have long since given up any hope of 
winning the hearts and minds of the Afghan 
people. They were never even in the con¬ 
test. The fiercely independent, religious 
Afghans want absolutely no part of an 
atheistic communist government. 

Therefore, reason the men in Moscow, it 
is best to eliminate as many Afghans as 
possible by killing them or driving them 
from their country. That would pave the 
way for a Soviet-indoctrinated generation of 
Afghans of whom Lenin himself would be 
proud. 

Wiping out the civilians also removes the 
support base of the mujahideen. Freedom 
fighters are supplied with food, shelter and 
information by their countrymen in the vil¬ 
lages. 

As Mao said, civilians are the water 
through which the fish — the guerrillas — 
must swim. To strand the fish in Afghani¬ 
stan, the Soviets apparently plan to drain the 
whole lake. They have killed half a million 
Afghans. Another five million — about one 
third of the population — have fled the 
country. Refugees continue to pour into Iran 
and Pakistan, leaving behind villages 
bombed to rubble, fields scorched to ash, 
and parents, brothers, sisters and children 
buried in the ground. At the same time, the 
Soviets send 7,000 Afghan children to Rus¬ 
sia each year for long-term socialist educa¬ 
tion and indoctrination. 

Finally, Afghan villages have incurred 
the Soviets’ wrath with their fierce efforts to 
free themselves from Moscow’s yoke. 
Opposition to the Soviet invaders is so 
widespread that the distinction between 
guerrilla and civilian blurs. Villagers are the 
freedom fighters; their simple homes are 
their fortresses. One Afghan expressed it 
well when he said: “The Russians will only 
defeat Afghanistan when there are no more 
Afghans.” 

Pakistan is now a sad journey’s end for 
most of the Afghan refugees, but it was my 
trip’s beginning. In Peshawar, I met my 
contact in the Jamiat-i-Islami resistance 
organization. He arranged for me to join 
four Jamiat guerrillas leaving for Paghman. 

From Peshawar, my four guides and I 
traveled six hours by bus to Teramangal, 
and after four days joined a larger group of 
mujahideen headed toward Paghman with 
75 packhorses. The horses were heavily 
laden with mortars, machine guns, recoil¬ 
less guns, rocket launchers and antitank 
mines. 

We left Teramangal late in the afternoon 
and hiked into the broad expanse of Afghan¬ 
istan. We traveled over mountains and 
across desert for the next three long nights, 
shielded by the dark from the ravages of 
Soviet helicopter gunships. By day, the mu¬ 
jahideen hid our horses under groves of 
trees or in mountain defiles. We grabbed 
rest and food in small teahouses strung 


along the trail. 

On the fourth night, after 10 hours of 
hiking across hopelessly barren desert and 
struggling up bare, rocky slopes, our tired 
legs greeted level ground on the far side of 
the mountains. I was surprised by what 
straddled our path there — a thin, neat rib¬ 
bon of blacktop. The mujahideen told me it 
was the highway connecting Kabul with 
Kandahar, a major city to the southwest. 

Our spirits were lifted by a glow where 


FLARES OVER 
AFGHANISTAN 
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the road stretched to the right — Kabul. 
Paghman was 10 miles this side of the be¬ 
sieged capital, so we felt assured of 
reaching it by dawn. 

We lingered only a few minutes and 
pushed on. Across the highway we came to 
the first of the many outlying villages that 
surround Kabul. We tightened into a single¬ 
file column, stepped up the pace and 
streamed quietly through the dark, still 
streets. Many were lined by the adobe rub¬ 
ble of houses. Here and there village men, 
wrapped in the ubiquitous Afghan blanket, 
or pattu, stood by watching our convoy. 

I soon picked up whispered discussions in 
the ranks about “dustman,” Dari for 
enemy. I suspected that villagers were 
warning the column about Soviet activity in 
Paghman. 

At 0400 we halted at Argandi, a village a 
few miles short of Paghman. My suspicions 
were right. Villagers there told us that 
Soviet jets and helicopters had hit Paghman 
the last three days in a row, and more were 
expected. Our convoy leaders decided to 
stay in Argandi until the heat lifted. Under a 
stand of mulberry trees, the mujahideen un¬ 
loaded our steaming horses, tethered them 
and posted sentries. The rest of us curled up 
in the dust with our pattus. Sleep came 
easily. 

The comings and goings of the locals 
roused us at sunrise. Within minutes, the 
Soviets made good on the intelligence the 
villagers had supplied. 

A low mountain hid Paghman from our 
sight. We had a clear view, however, of a 
menacing line of five Su-25 Frogfoot jets 
which streaked on Paghman from the north¬ 
east. This aircraft is the Soviet Union’s 
newest ground-attack fighter. Each one 
turned in a silent counterclockwise circle 
that brought it first over Argandi, then 
Paghman. Above Paghman, each jet plum¬ 
meted and unleashed a pair of rockets before 
disappearing behind the mountain, trailed 
by the roar of its twin Tumansky turbojets. 
The drum of rockets pounding home fol¬ 
lowed. 

In 10 minutes, the jets finished and left. A 
trio of Mi-24 Hind helicopter gunships im¬ 
mediately replaced them. In stark contrast 
to the Su-25s, the choppers wheeled slowly 
over Paghman, like vultures. Their job was 
to pick off anyone fleeing the wholesale 
wreckage wrought by the Su-25s. Mi-24s 
carry tools that are suited to the deadly task 
— 57mm rockets (128 of them) and a four- 
barreled 12.7mm machine gun or twin- 
barreled 23mm cannon. 

The choppers mopped up in five minutes 
and slowly banked away. Soviet pilots re¬ 
peated the tandem jet/helicopter attacks five 
more times that day, three more the next. 
That made five consecutive days of attacks 
on Paghman. I wondered what would be left 
if we ever got there. 

Our third morning in Argandi, my guides 
abruptly left the mosque where we had been 
staying and led me off to Paghman. I man¬ 
aged to understand from them (none spoke 
English) that no attacks were expected that 
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day. We parted from the pack train, as it 
would be pushing past Paghman that night. 

Less than an hour from Argandi, we 
reached the crest of the low slope that had 
hidden Paghman. We now saw our destina¬ 
tion below us, a mile or two east. 

I was struck by Paghman’s size. It was far 
bigger than I had expected. Its expanse was 
clearly defined by many trees. Green, in¬ 
terspersed with adobe rooftops, spread at 
least a few miles in diameter. Except for 
Kabul, it was far and away the largest 
Afghan community I had seen. 

In back of Paghman, a band of mountains 
ran roughly east to west. Beyond, to the 
southeast, a dusty haze marked Kabul, the 
Soviets’ surest boothold here. 

We came first to the remains of a small 
mosque on the edge of town. Its roof was 
caved in and its adobe walls charred. The 
smell of burnt beams hung in the air. Boys 
told us the mosque had been bombed yester¬ 
day. True to the resilience of the Afghans, a 
rebuilding operation was already underway. 
Workers gave us directions to Palowon 
Shomz Allah’s house, comn\ander of a 
Jamiat-i-Islami unit in Paghman. He would 
be my host. 

Along the shaded streets we saw more 
evidence of the recent Soviet “fraternal 
assistance.” Craters ruptured the streets, 
and trees stood as just shattered stumps. 
Shattered too were several of the adobe 
houses. Nonetheless, as I walked through 
Paghman, two things were clear, regardless 
of the brutal power of the Hinds and Frog- 
foots. 

One is that, despite Soviet attacks on 
Paghman recently and over the last several 
years, and despite the fact that the town sits 
just 10 open miles from Kabul, the Soviets 
are not masters here. We walked ffeely 
down the streets, passing villagers and other 
mujahideen. 

Second, Paghman is too large to be badly 
crippled by five days of small air strikes. 



ABOVE RIGHT: Afghan mujahid with 
Chinese recoilless rifle. 

RIGHT: Twenty-four-year-old guerrilla 
commander Ismat Allah is mourned by his 
men. He was killed the night before by 
12.7mm heavy machine-gun fire during a 
surprise communist attack on Paghman. 

BELOW: This guerrilla’s rifle is tipped with 
what might be a muzzle compensator. He 
said the device was of Chinese manufacture. 
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Damage was done, to be sure, but many 
houses stood untouched. Ivan would need 
more than a few bombing raids to remove 
this large thorn from his side. 

Outside Shomz Allah’s mud-brick house, 
a boy watered sheep at a well. With a buck¬ 
et, he filled two makeshift troughs — the 
tails of Soviet 500-kilogram bombs. Yes, I 
thought, the sons of Lenin were in for a long 
fight against these people. 

Our knock was answered by Shomz 
Allah’s teenage nephew. He showed us to 
an upstairs room where we seated ourselves 
on woven rugs and floor cushions. 

Palowon Shomz Allah entered a few min¬ 
utes later. He was a stocky, solid man of 
early middle age, with a dense dark beard. 
My guides had told me that “Palowon” is a 
nickname meaning wrestler. Before the 
war, he had wrestled for the team at Kabul 
University. 

We rose out of proper respect. Shomz 
Allah knew my guides and greeted them like 
a father, bear-hugging each in the custom of 
Afghan relatives and close friends. He wel¬ 
comed me with warm enthusiasm and 
directed us to sit down again. He laid his 
Soviet AKM at his left and bade me to sit at 
his right, the place of honor. 

He jovially inquired after my health and 
about the trip from Teramangal. Out of ne¬ 
cessity, our conversation was simple; 
Shomz Allah knew no English and I spoke 
only fragmentary Dari. 

Over tea, he exchanged news with my 
guides. They talked of Pakistan and mujahi¬ 
deen there. He elaborated on the recent rash 
of air attacks. Seven Paghmanis had been 
killed — three mujahideen from another 
group and four civilians. The day before we 
arrived, mujahideen had shot down a MiG- 
21. They hit it over Paghman with cannon 
fire and it crashed near Kabul. 

Although he was obviously proud to re¬ 
port the kill, Shomz Allah acknowledged 
that one is not enough in five days of raids. 
“But how much can we do,” he asked, 
“without the right weapons?” He added, 
with a good-natured smile, “We need anti¬ 
aircraft rockets, like your American Sting¬ 
ers.” 

The next morning, Shomz Allah took me 
on a walking tour of Paghman, his birth¬ 
place. Again, I saw evidence everywhere of 
its bitter struggle against the Soviet invad¬ 
ers. A whole section of houses lay smashed, 
unexploded bombs stuck here and there in 
the ground, a boy with his foot blown away 
limped past on makeshift crutches. On a 
hillside cemetery, flags of Islamic green 
flapped over the graves of Paghman’s KIAs 
— the shahids , or martyrs. 

Shomz Allah took me to a paved road that 
connected Paghman with Kabul. He said his 
guerrillas’ ambushes had rendered the road 
unusable by the Soviets or their Afghan 
Marxist marionettes. 

In a ditch lay the stripped hulk of an 
armored personnel carrier, victim of an 
ambush. A bit down the road sat a tank that 
had met the same fate. Its whole turret was 
blown off onto the ground, jamming the 


broken barrel in the dust. 

Our next tour stop was an old vacation 
home of Zahir Shah, Afghanistan’s last 
monarch. Paghman has long been used as a 
summer retreat for Afghan heads of state. 
Zahir was overthrown by his nephew Daoud 
in a bloodless 1973 coup. The former king 
now lives in Italy. 

Some walls of the Westem-style house 
were splintered and burned. Shomz Allah 
explained that it was used briefly as an 
Afghan communist outpost, but his men 
overran it two years ago. 

Shomz Allah led me past a huge, dry 
swimming pool and down a wooded slope. 
Fifty yards below the main grounds was the 
royal greenhouse. At the edge of the trees, 
he stooped and sprinted into the green¬ 
house. With curiosity, I did the same. 

Shomz Allah crouched beside a broken 
window and pointed to a bald hill overlook¬ 
ing Paghman. We were about three quarters 
of a mile away, but I instantly saw the 
reason for his caution. On the hill stood a 
small building, an entrenched tank and a red 
flag. “Posta,” he said to me. We were 
looking at a sentry station of a regime army 


post. The hill hid the main garrison. 

I focused my telephoto lens on the hill¬ 
top. As I did, a soldier in the tan uniform of 
the Afghan army stepped out of the sentry 
house. I snapped his picture as Shomz Allah 
talked. 

I understood from bits and pieces of his 
explanation that he planned to attack the 
post in about three weeks. He only waited 
for surface-to-surface rockets to arrive from 
Pakistan. 

It sounded good to me, as I came here to 
photograph action. But I wondered if his 
plans were prudent. I knew the Soviets and 
Afghan communists had many such out¬ 
posts, thickly protected by minefields, 
throughout Afghanistan. But the garrisons 
are essentially prisons for their own sol¬ 
diers. Troop operations in the surrounding 
hostile countryside are out of the question. 
Most of the posts have to be resupplied by 
helicopter. This one probably posed little 
threat to Paghman. 

As if sensing my doubts, Shomz Allah 
told me the post was the only toehold of the 
enemy in Paghman. It was probably their 
first step toward establishing a ring of posts 
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around the town as a security belt. The 
Soviets have tried to subdue other Afghan 
cities with the same tactic. “Even now, the 
post often shells us,’ ’ he said. He was deter¬ 
mined to eliminate it. 

As we watched the communist soldier 
check something on the tank, I mused on 
how sickly distorted is the role of Afghani¬ 
stan’s army posts. 

Historically, a country built garrisons 
near its communities to protect them, to 
shield them from attack. The absurd oppo¬ 
site is true in present-day Afghanistan. 
Here, the role of a post is not to protect a 
town, but to strangle it. 

The soldier returned to the sentry house, 
and we crawled back to the trees and left. 

The next day Shomz sent me to an out¬ 
lying guerrilla camp. Here, about a two- 
hour trek into the mountains behind Pagh- 
man, lived twelve of his mujahideen. My 
new hosts honored my foremost request for 
a bath and took me to a narrow, picture- 
postcard waterfall just up the valley from 
camp. Clear water tumbled a hundred feet 
into a nicely accommodating knee-deep 
pool. I stripped off my foul clothes, 
scrubbed quickly in the frigid mountain wa¬ 
ter and then sat on a rock to dry and relax 
under the August sun. 

For the mujahideen it was class time. 
Men were gathered around a newly arrived 
Chinese 60mm mortar. Instructing them in 
its use was 22-year-old Mohammed Jan. I 
had already gotten to know him and thought 
his intelligent, unassuming attitude marked 
him as the best of the group. I knew his 
military training had come by a difficult 
route. 

Mohammed Jan was 16 and living with 
his family in Kabul when the Soviets in¬ 
vaded to make Afghanistan safe for Marx¬ 
ism. He stayed in school and tenuously 



ABOVE LEFT: Mujahid fires his group’s 
only antiaircraft weapon, a Chinese 12.7mm 
heavy machine gun fitted with an 
antiaircraft sight. 

LEFT: Teenage guerrillas admire posters of 
their heroes, famous mujahideen martyred 
in the war against the Soviet invaders. 

BELOW: Teenager wounded in fighting 
near Kabul is a committed guerrilla, willing 
to die for his country. 
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avoided conscription into the Afghan army. 
Fiercely devoted to freeing his country, he 
formed an urban guerrilla group with sever¬ 
al of his classmates. With pistols hidden 
under their clothes, they did their own bit of 
soldiering in the ancient capital's twisting 
bazaars. His group racked up five assassina¬ 
tions of Afghan communists. 

A friend operating with mujahideen in the 
countryside smuggled a time bomb to 
Mohammed Jan from Pakistan. After dark, 
he placed it under the Kabul residence of a 
Soviet army officer and set the timer. ‘ ‘One 
hour later,” he told me with a smile, 
“boom! No more house, no more Rus¬ 
sian.” 

Mohammed Jan knew the risks of his 
active patriotism. Inevitably, he was be¬ 
trayed, arrested and tossed into Kabul’s 
notorious Pul-i-Charki prison. For two 
years, the communists tortured him to con¬ 
fess and reveal the identities of his cohorts. 
His wrists and ankles still bear bum scars 
where he repeatedly received electric 
shock. He was also starved, soaked in ice 
water and continually beaten. He told me 
his torture was always directed by a Russian 
and administered by Afghan bootlickers. 

Mohammed Jan never talked. After two 
years, his torturers gave up and, incredibly, 
put him in the Afghan army. After some 
short basic, where he got his mortar train¬ 
ing, he was sent to fight mujahideen in the 
strategic Panjsher Valley. He secretly fun- 
neled weapons to the guerrillas for three 
months, then went AWOL. He fled to 
Pakistan and joined Jamiat-i-IsIami. 

One of Mohammed Jan’s two brothers 
died in Pul-i-Charki, the other is there today 
under a 17-year sentence of regular torture. 
But Mohammed Jan confided to me that he 
doesn’t expect his brother to survive the 
regime’s brutality that long. 



ABOVE LEFT: Afghan freedom fighter 
keeps watch over a mountain guerrilla camp 
just 10 miles from the Soviet-held capital of 
Kabul. He is armed with a Chinese Type 
56-1 assault rifle. 

LEFT: Mujahideen sit atop captured 
Soviet-made BTR-152 armored personnel 
carrier. 

BELOW: A mujahid of tomorrow is taught 
to fire a Chinese Type 56-1 assault rifle by 
two guerrillas. His 16-year-old brother is 
already a seasoned warrior. 
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Mohammed Jan ended his mortar instruc¬ 
tion with a demonstration. A round shot 
from the tube and, after a few expectant 
seconds, it burst on target high on the oppo¬ 
site slope. The class cheered, “Allah 
Akhbar!” — God is great. Great too, I 
thought, looking at Mohammed Jan, is the 
suffering of this nation. 

The group’s camp was small and simple, 
with good reason. A day rarely passed that a 
Soviet Antonov recon plane didn’t overfly 
Paghman and the mountains. 

At the heart of camp was a one-room 
stone cabin hunkered against one of the 
valley’s steep slopes. The slopes rose 2,000 
feet above the valley floor, a curling, stony 
ribbon barely 200 feet wide. It would be 
hard for an Antonov to spot the camp, hard¬ 
er still for jets to bomb it. 

A rudimentary antiaircraft weapon pro¬ 
vided added defense. Lacking SAMs, the 
group relied on a Chinese Type 54 12.7mm 
machine gun called a ‘ ‘Dashika’ ’ — a copy of 
the Soviet 12.7mm Degtyrev Model 38/46. 
They’d dug the gun into the bare mountainside 
a couple hundred yards above camp. A stone 
hut next to it allowed two mujahideen to man 
the gun around the clock. One was needed to 
fire, the other to keep the feed clear and help 
spot incoming targets. 

Days in camp soon grew slow, as we had 
little to do but wait for the attack on the post. 
It gave me a chance to get to know the rest of 
Shomz Allah’s unit. Most were in their 20s 
but, like Mohammed Jan, they had suffered 
enough for a lifetime. 

Nyamat Allah, the good-natured come¬ 
dian who, oddly, was the spitting image of 
Charles Manson, spent three years in Pul-i- 
Charki about the same time as Mohammed 
Jan. The Soviets’ “internationalist duty,’’ 
as they call their occupation, included pull¬ 
ing out all of his toenails. 

Umaiyon, a slight, leprechaunish sort, 
was the best cook in camp. His 5-year-old 
daughter lives with his mother in Kabul. In 
1984 his wife and young son were killed 
during a Soviet attack. And so it went 
through the group, each man with his own 
simmering pain, all with the same hatred of 
the Soviets. They were eager fighters. 

A week after I arrived I spent a night up at 
the machine gun. Early in the morning I 
planned to photograph the setup and Jalil 
and Alyos, the two on antiaircraft duty. Just 
after dawn, however, another photo oppor¬ 
tunity presented itself. 

The three of us had just poured tea when we 
heard the terrible roar of jets. We sent glasses 
flying and threw ourselves out of the hut. 

Five Su-25s had just passed overhead. 
Their bellies glistened silver, lit from below 
by the rising sun. Jalil and Alyos exchanged 
shouts and scrambled frantically behind the 
big gun. One after another the jets plunged 
out of the pewter sky and slashed rockets 
into a camp a mile from our own. Explo¬ 
sions burst in yellow on the mountainside. 

They circled to dive again. As they 
banked they spat pairs of antimissile decoys 
—balls of glowing magnesium. Their circle 
brought them back overhead and Jalil roared 


away with the Dashika. 

But the attack was quickly over. The Su- 
25s left, unscathed, and the machine gun 
fell silent. Jalil and Alyos chastised them¬ 
selves for striking out. A mile away, col¬ 
umns of dust and smoke burgeoned slowly, 
quietly. 

Throughout the following week the fre¬ 
quency and variety of enemy attacks on the 
Paghman area increased. Two nights in a 
row we listened in camp to the rumble of 
multiple rocket fire hitting the town. 
Nyamat Allah had to take cover from bomb¬ 
ing sorties three times during the day he 
took the group’s packhorse to Paghman for 
supplies. He learned that soldiers from the 
garrison had ambushed and killed three mu¬ 
jahideen in Paghman. Although the mujahi¬ 
deen managed to kill two of the communists 
before they died, the attack was unusually 
bold, maybe a sign that the Soviets and their 
puppets were growing determined to break 
the freedom fighters on Paghman. 


'i FROGFOOT 

Ivan’s Su-25 Frogfoot is the single 
most hated airplane in Afghanistan. Mu¬ 
jahideen and civilians know it by the 
distinctive sound of its two engines, 
Twelve preproduction service test air¬ 
craft were issued to the 200th Guards 
Independent Attack Squadron early in 
the war, probably 1981. Although they 
were first seen by Western reconnais¬ 
sance satellites near Moscow in the late 
1970s, Afghanistan was their first entry 
into squadron service. They have be¬ 
come steadily more prevalent since 
1984, and there are probably two full 
squadrons stationed in Afghanistan,, 
with others conducting operations froth 
bases within the Soviet Union. 

They are particularly hated for their 
ability to deliver bombs and rockets with 
great accuracy due to an improved 
weapons delivery system that includes a 
heads-up display for the pilot. The Frog- 
foot also has superior endurance and can 
loiter for a long dine over a target^ ia* 



afrfpree. 

— DavidCIsby 


I found myself back in town on the first of 
September. Palowon Shomz Allah had sent 
for me because he knew I was keen to shoot 
some more film and thought the recent warm¬ 
ing trend would provide opportunities. 

I didn’t have long to wait. From a rooftop 
the day after I arrived, I watched the 
heaviest air attack I’d seen yet. Eight Su-25s 
and four Mi-24s battered the north edge of 
Paghman for 20 minutes. 

It was inevitable that the recent Soviet 
pressure on Paghman would touch Shomz 
Allah and his men, and that afternoon I 
accompanied him to the funeral of one of his 
subcommanders. 


Twenty-four-year-old Ismat Allah was 
killed the night before, cut down by a heavy 
machine gun round in the belly. His men 
had properly brought his body to his par¬ 
ents’ home. It lay on a low wicker bed in the 
center of a courtyard. Mujahideen who had 
come to bid goodbye to their Islamic brother 
crowded around three deep. Some stood 
mutely while others, including Shomz 
Allah, wept. 

A brilliant variety of flower petals was 
sprinkled over the body, covering it to the 
chin. Ismat Allah’s mother and several 
other women crouched on their heels along 
a wall, just outside the circle of men. Again 
and again she cried her son’s name and 
beseeched Allah to have mercy on him. 

The men were ushered out to the narrow 
street to allow the women some time alone 
with the body. A few minutes later the bed 
and body were brought into the street. By 
now 100 mujahideen had gathered, ner¬ 
vously, to pay their respects. One well- 
trajected mortar round from the post would 
make for a dozen more funerals. Mindful of 
the danger, six guerrillas quickly shoul¬ 
dered the bed and trotted down the street 
toward the burial site. The crowd of armed 
men hurried behind. 

At dusk, after a short group prayer and 
two emotional eulogies, Ismat Allah’s men 
buried him on a hillside among the graves of 
other shahids. The 100 mujahideen quietly 
dispersed into the dark, some to nearby 
homes, others into the mountains. 

I went with Shomz Allah and some of his 
men to his house. When we were 100 yards 
from his door, a large mortar round fired 
from the post blasted into a potato plot be¬ 
side us. We flattened and waited, my ears 
ringing from the percussion. But oddly, no 
more rounds followed, so we got up and 
sprinted to the house. 

About midnight a resounding 
“WHUMP” jolted me awake. I listened 
tensely and heard two more explosions. I 
realized then it was just more mortar fire 
from the post, not an attack. The half-dozen 
mujahideen bedded around the room did not 
even stir. Years of war had accustomed 
them to sleep through routine shelling. 

But I noticed Shomz Allah sitting at a low 
window, moonlight on his face, looking out 
to where the mortar rounds still hit. I won¬ 
dered why, unlike his men, he couldn’t 
sleep. Was he thinking about Ismat Allah, 
or did he see something in this mortar attack 
that disturbed him? He said something to 
himself I didn’t understand, but the worry in 
his voice unsettled me. I lay back and slept 
uneasily. 

In the morning Shomz Allah and his men 
went to a religious ceremony for Ismat 
Allah. They didn’t take me, I assumed, 
because I wasn’t a Muslim. Before they left 
I asked Shomz Allah if, in the afternoon, I 
could videotape an overall view of Paghman 
from a hill on the edge of town. He prom¬ 
ised to send someone to guide me. 

Late in the day Nur, one of the guerrillas I 

Continued on page 86 
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SOF SPECIAL OPS 


SHOWDOWN AT 

Largest SWAT Op Curbs AIM Anarchists 

by Jack Lane 



I T was the kind of call that made you wish 
you’d gone into accounting instead of 
law enforcement. The dispatcher was warn¬ 
ing all units to “be on the lookout for a 
late-model Ford van from U-Haul with 
possible explosives and automatic 
weapons. ” We were to report in if we spot¬ 
ted the vehicle. 

Militants associated with the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) had occupied the 
community of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, on the nearby Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation. The occupation began the 
evening of 27 February 1973 and ended on 8 
May of that year. For the usually quiet com¬ 
munities of western South Dakota and Ne¬ 
braska, it was like something out of the 
movie “Red Dawn.” 

I continued to patrol, thinking about the 
global attention the occupation had 
attracted. The line between law and anarchy 
was stretched to the limit by the occupation, 
the caravans of AIM supporters and the very 
real possibility of widespread vigilante 
activity. The situation had reached the point 
where you couldn’t find a hardware store 
that still had any ammo left. 

There it was! I caught a glimpse of a Ford 
U-Haul van turning west off Main and 
radioed my location as I turned the squad car 
onto a parallel street. I got close enough to 
read the numbers on the plate and then 
dropped back and maintained contact. 


FREELANCE CHIEF 

Author Jack Lane is former chief of 
police in a community near the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation. He served in 
the Army from 1964-65 and then worked 
for a civilian intelligence agency from 
1965-71, gathering information on the 
anti-war movement. He is now a free¬ 
lance writer living in Eagle Butte, South 
Dakota. 


AIM member holding AK-47 during 
occupation of Wounded Knee during 1973. 
“Where’d they get the AKs?” was one of 
the questions most asked those days. Later 
revelations of AIM’s connections to 
Khadaffi and other terrorist groups 
provided a possible answer to the question. 
Photo: AP/Wide World 
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WOUNDED KNEE 



Angela Davis, well-known communist 
activist from California, talks to AIM 
supporter Oren Lyons, an Onondaga chief 
from New York. Lyons was in Wounded 
Knee to learn about AIM takeover and to 
report to the Six Nations Iroquois 
Federation. Photo: AP/Wide World 


It was a quiet night in the middle of the 
week and there wasn’t much assistance 
available. I had a 12-gauge sawed-off shot¬ 
gun and a .30-06 in the cruiser. Like a lot of 
rural officers, we considered rifles a routine 
piece of equipment. 

The driver of the van spotted me and 
returned to the highway, leaving my area. I 
breathed a sigh of relief. I’d been briefed, 
along with other law enforcement person¬ 
nel, that AIM had access to AK-47s, M14s, 
Ml6s and even Beretta BM-59s. I still have 
a mental picture of the U-Haul’s rear door. I 
expected it would swing open any minute 
and I'd find myself dodging AK fire. 

It didn’t happen, but I made it a point to 
drop back far enough to be out of easy 
range. The .30-06 would have been effec¬ 
tive at several hundred yards if they missed 
me with their first burst. 

‘ ‘ Where’d they get the AKs?’ ’ was one of 
the questions most asked in those days. 
Look-alike semiautomatic versions weren’t 
available until a decade later, and Vietnam 
vets, many of whom were police officers, 
knew damned well that AK-47s couldn’t be 
brought back legally as war trophies either. 
“AK? No way!” was the Army’s policy. 

For the most part, Ml4s and M16s had 
been stolen from arsenals on the West 
Coast. The AK, of course, is a Soviet-bloc 
weapon, but what about the BM-59? 

It was Italian and, we discovered, had 
been the service arm of Libya. Milt, a tall, 
slightly balding man in his early 50s, told us 
that. 

Milt worked with the U.S. Marshal’s 
Service Special Operations Group (SOG), 
which had primary responsibility for con¬ 
taining the occupation at Wounded Knee. 
Our department was known to have quite a 
bit of information about the local situation 
and we were asked to cooperate with Milt. 

A number of individuals suspected of 


Many police officers are tribal members. 
These four Indian officers were all 
commended for their tactical service during 
the early months of 1973. All are veterans; 
two are Vietnam vets. Some observers 
commented that there seemed to be more 
Indians among police officers than in AIM. 
Photo: Helen Clausen, Eagle Butte News 


NOVEMBER 87 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 47 





cooperating with the authorities against 
AIM turned up dead in those early months 
of 1973, and care had to be taken to avoid 
retaliations. Local newspapers, for exam¬ 
ple, concentrated on weather reports. If they 
printed anything which could be construed 
as critical of AIM, they risked being burned 
out by the militants. If they were sympathet¬ 
ic, they risked being burned out by the in¬ 
creasingly aggressive vigilantes, who were 
motivated by the fear that higher govern¬ 
ment authorities had abandoned them. 

For instance, Dick Wilson, chairman of 
the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council, com¬ 
plained long and loud about the occupation- 


by-force of an entire community on his res¬ 
ervation. If that had happened in New York 
or Massachusetts, Wilson noted, half the 
Army would have been there in 10 minutes. 

Wilson asked for assistance from the 
South Dakota National Guard but was 
turned down by Governor Richard Kneip. 
The New Town decision in 1972 had 
blurred jurisdictional lines; it was unclear 
whether the state had any authority to send 
in National Guard personnel. (Ironically, 
many of the guardsmen were tribal mem¬ 
bers themselves.) 

Although no National Guard troops were 
sent, the state did loan armored personnel 


carriers (APCs) and other equipment to 
SOG. I met Bill Janklow, then South Dako¬ 
ta’s State Attorney, at a meeting in Pierre. 
The word was that nobody wanted to risk a 
confrontation between AIM and the military 
because of the symbolic location. Wounded 
Knee had been the scene of a tragic encoun¬ 
ter between troopers of the 7th Cavalry and 
Ghost Dancers from the Cheyenne River 
Sioux Reservation in December 1890. Dee 
Brown’s book about it, Bury My Heart at 
Wounded Knee , was a best-seller. AIM 
might want a violent confrontation, but 
neither the state nor the federal government 
did. No military forces would be sent to 



ter over his head and demanded (in 
Lakota) to be paid for it. He was a hunter 
and he’d paid good money for it. 

Two troopers wrestled the Winchester 
away from him and it went off 
accidentally. The first shot, in other 
words, was an accidental discharge 
which seemed to miss everybody. 

A number of tense young warriors 
threw back their blankets and fired into 
the crowded soldiers at point-blank 
range. The troopers returned fire and the 
area disappeared under a cloud of black- 
powder and dust until surviving soldiers 
and Lakotas managed to extricate them¬ 
selves.; 

As they sought cover, a battery of four 
1.65-inch Hotchkiss breech-loading 
Mountain Rifles opened fire. The fight¬ 
ing spread to the Lakota campsite and 
the ravine south of the hill where the 
Hotchkiss guns were emplaced (now 
dubbed “Cemetery Hill”). 

It was a fight no one had wanted. Colo¬ 
nel Forsyth’s Oglala scouts had warned 
him not to press Big Foot’s people too 
hard. Forsyth had no choice, however, and 
Big Foot was seriously ill and unable to 
restrain the more zealous followers of the 
False prophet from inciting his young men 
to fight. 


WOUNDED KNEE 1890 

On the morning of 29 December 
1890, Wounded Knee Creek was the 
scene of a tragedy that cost the lives of 
least 97 Lakota men, women and chil¬ 
dren in a fight nobody wanted. The 
Army sustained 64 killed or wounded. 

The Lakota were members of Big 
Foot’s band who had fled the Cheyenne 
River Sioux Reservation to the northeast 
during the widespread panic among 
Lakota people which followed the death 
of Sitting Bull. 

Big Foot himself was not a war leader 
and was not a supporter of the “Ghost 
Dance” which swept the Plains after 
Jack Wilson (a Paiute medicine man also 
known as Wovoka) proclaimed himself 
the Indian messiah in about 1870. Big 
Foot’s band, however, included follow¬ 
ers of the new savior who had purchased 
“ghost shirts” from Wilson after he 
demonstrated that they turned away the 
enemy’s bullets, making the wearer in¬ 
vulnerable to injury. 

Wilson staged a number of these dem¬ 
onstrations for delegates from the Plains 
tribes, One involved his palming some 
buckshot and then donning a ghost shirt, 
which stopped an apparently loaded 
blackpowder shotgun fired (by one of 
Wilson’s assistants) at close range. Wil¬ 
son doubled up as the shotgun was fired 
and then straightened up, dropping the 
buckshot while concealed by the cloud 
of smoke, miraculously unharmed. He 
followed this up by tying a light muslin 
ghost shirt to a line between two tree 
limbs and shooting at it with a collection 
of old blackpowder firearms. The 
heavy, slow-moving projectiles flipped 
the shirt up and produced another mira¬ 
cle. No holes in the shirt! 

The Lakota were easy prey for this 
kind of trickery. Their old religion in¬ 
volved no sleight-of-hand, and religious 
leaders were expected to live a life of 
austere poverty. They could not imagine 
a messiah who would lie to them for 
profit. Wilson the wily Paiute would 
have fit right in with moderp TV 
evangelists (at least the more corrupt of 
them). 


Field at Wounded Knee after a blizzard 
swept the area after the battle, delaying 
burial of the dead. The figure frozen in 
foreground is Yellow Bird beside a 
level-action Winchester. Yellow Bird was 
medicine man who advocated the Ghost 
Dance. Photo? U.S. Bureau of Ethnology 

Wilson’s bulletproof shirts failed mis¬ 
erably on the morning of the 29th at 
Wounded Knee Creek. Big Foot’s peo¬ 
ple had agreed to come into the agency at 
Pine Ridge and were escorted by Oglala 
scouts (the Oglala are the band of Lakota 
at Pine Ridge) and elements of the 7th 
Cavalry, Custer’s old outfit. 

Although nobody expected a fight, 
efforts to disarm Big Foot’s Lakotas 
raised tensions. Colonel James W For¬ 
syth had been given no authority to make 
decisions; General Nelson A. Miles ex¬ 
ercised overall command and was 
already trying to court-martial Col. 
Edwin V. Sumner for failing to disarm 
and dismount the Sioux in their camp on 
the west end of the Cheyenne River 
Sioux Reservation. 

Forsyth tried to intimidate the Lako¬ 
tas, and did manage to collect some of 
their weapons. One unstable young 
man, Black Coyote, raised his Winches- 
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Wounded Knee. 

The National Guard would assist local 
law enforcement outside the reservation, 
however. Rioting had destroyed the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce and other buildings in 
Custer, South Dakota, before Wounded 
Knee was occupied. Other communities had 
been threatened and the Guard might be 
needed to protect them or to control the 
spreading vigil anti sm. 

“They had armed men on every build¬ 
ing,” said one officer of South Dakota’s 
tactical team. The same militants who’d 
rioted in Custer moved toward Hot Springs 
and were turned back by a large group of 
armed residents intent on defending their 
town. “It could have been a blood bath, ’ ’ he 
warned. 

A subsequent meeting with Milt indi¬ 
cated that some of AIM’s leaders might 
have attended what he described as a 
“worldwide terrorist convention” held at 
Baddawi, Libya, a couple of years earlier. 
The term “terror network” hadn’t come 
into use then, but it looked like the occupa¬ 
tion of,Wounded Knee might be part of a 
larger plan involving organized internation¬ 
al terrorism. 

Libya was known to be phasing out some 
of its BM-59s in favor of more modem 
Soviet-bloc weapons. Perhaps what we 
were seeing at Wounded Knee was what 
George Habash (leader of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine—PFLP), the 
organizer of the conference, had described 
as “the organic supports between Palestin¬ 
ians and revolutionaries all over the 
world.” 

Incidences of global terrorism seemed to 
increase after 1971, and the occupation of 
Wounded Knee could have been part of a 
much bigger, dirtier picture. “It would sure 
explain where all that hardware came 
from,” Milt noted. 

A SOG officer reported monitoring some 
very strange radio traffic from AIM’s 
stronghold inside Wounded Knee. A mili¬ 
tary veteran with quite a bit of experience in 
communications, he speculated that it could 
be linked to Moscow. That seemed far¬ 
fetched until Khadaffi declared in 1981 that 
“American Indians have cried for assis¬ 
tance from me . . . [and] the majority of 
American Indians are of Libyan origin. ” B y 
1983, Dace Means (the brother of AIM 
leader Russell Means) and Ward Churchill, 
a Denver activist, were issuing press re¬ 
leases about their meetings with Khadaffi in 
Tripoli and Benghazi. 

Most Indian people, recalling Libya’s 
links with international terrorism, including 
its involvement in sending a “hit team” to 
the United States late in 1981, condemned 
the whole Khadaffi connection. 

AIM’s leadership and its centers of power 
were urban for the most part. Its association 
with the Black Panthers, the anti-war move¬ 
ment and the radical Left, which developed 
during the late 1960s, did not endear it to 
reservation communities, which had sent 
many of their best young men to Vietnam. 

Many police officers facing AIM were 



WOUNDED KNEE 1973 

The occupation of Wounded Knee the 
evening of 27 February 1973 was not an 
isolated incident. It was the last, and the 
most famous, effort of the American In¬ 
dian Movement (AIM) and its many 
white supporters to manipulate the 
media through “guerrilla theater.” It 
was no accident that a camera crew 
accompanied the militants into Wound¬ 
ed Knee the evening of the occupation. 

Key events leading up to the occupa¬ 
tion of Wounded Knee were: 

• 28 July 1968: AIM is founded by Den¬ 
nis J. Banks, George Mitchell and Clyde 
Bellecourt in Minneapolis. This was a 
period of widespread urban rioting and 
campus violence because of Vietnam 
and racial tensions. 

• 20 November 1969: Alcatraz Island 
occupied by supporters of Indians of all 
tribes. Most militants abandon the island 
and it is reoccupied by U.S. Marshals on 
11 June 1971. 

• Fall 1972: AIM organizes caravans of 
protestors for the “Trail of Broken 
Treaties” to the headquarters of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) in 
Washington, DC. Russell Means (an 
Oglala Sioux from Cleveland, Ohio) and 
Dennis Banks (a Chippewa from Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul) emerge as the central 
leaders. BIA offices are trashed by 
AIM’s “warriors” and the media has a 
field day while the BIA pays bus and 
carfare for the protestors. 

• Fall 1972: Buoyed by the success of 
the “Trail of Broken Treaties,’* AIM 
tries to establish some sort of support on 
Indian reservations in the Dakotas, with¬ 
out much success. It moves from the 
Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation to 
the Black Hills, where riots are staged at 
Sturgis and Custer, There is consider¬ 
able damage in Custer, where the Cham- 


AIM members at altar of occupied church 
where 11 hostages were held at the 
beginning of the occupation. Indians held 
mock services in church and used cross 
from church for target practice during the 
occupation. This kind of activity made it 
difficult for AIM to get support from real 
Indians. Reservation communities are 
religious, and people were shocked by 
destructiveness AIM directed against 
churches. Photo: AP/Wide World 

her of Commerce building is burned and 
some police cars torched. 

Residents of nearby Hot Springs arm 
themselves and confront AIM and Its 
supporters, AIM does a brief, polite war 
dance and leaves town. 

• Early 1973: Media attention on Viet¬ 
nam has shifted the spotlight from AIM. 
Its two biggest chapters at this time are at 
the University of Colorado (Boulder) 
and the University of Minnesota (Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul). Agitation in western 
Nebraska and South Dakota over the 
death of an elderly Oglala (Raymond 
Yellow-Thunder) in Gordon, Nebraska, 
helps draw AIM and its supporters back 
to the Pine Ridge area. 

• 27 February 1973: Wounded Knee is 
occupied by AIM and its supporters. 
Tribal chairman Dick Wilson demands 
assistance, and the Special Operations 
Group of the U.S. Marshal’s Service is 
sent in to keep militants under ‘ ‘house 
arrest. ” The story is picked up by news 
services all over the world. 

• 8 May 1973: The National Council of 
Churches (NCQ negotiates an end to the 
occupation. Returning residents find the 
historic church and trading post destroyed. 
Means runs for office against Wilson and 
loses. Media attention has become critical 
of AIM and the effectiveness of its “guer¬ 
rilla theater” is diminished. U. S. with¬ 
drawal horn Vietnam ends campus pro¬ 
tests and urban violence along racial lines 
declines. 
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U.S. flag flies upside down at church which stands on site of Wounded Knee massacre 
of 1890. Photo: AP/ Wide World 


tribal members and Vietnam vets who re¬ 
garded it as nothing better than a band of 
traitors and hippies. It is significant that 
over half the militants indicted in federal 
court for the occupation were not Indian 
people at all, let alone Oglala Sioux. Most 
were whites who’d been active in the anti¬ 
war protests and the campus riots of the 
early 1970s. Like most of AIM’s leaders, 
they were “city kids” who were well- 
acquainted with the media and how to use it 
to their advantage. In fact, according to 
most reports, a camera crew from KUTV in 
Salt Lake City was with the militants who 
seized Wounded Knee the night of 27 


February. 

For the 230 lawmen who surrounded the 
occupied village of Wounded Knee, the 
situation was dangerous and unstable from 
the start. During the first 10 days of the 
occupation, it was unclear whether some 
residents of the community were being held 
hostage or not, even though the militants 
maintained telephone and radio contact with 
authorities (and the media) on the outside. 

The possible hostages were mostly elder¬ 
ly people involved in running the Wounded 
Knee trading post and museum, or were in 
church work. All were over 60, except for a 
46-year-old priest and a 12-year-old girl. 


None had resisted when as many as 50 car¬ 
loads of militants originally occupied the 
village, but all were terrified when AIM’s 
leaders announced that they were “political 
prisoners and hostages.” AIM leader Rus¬ 
sell Means even went so far as to describe 
them as “prisoners of war.” 

Initial occupation was conducted by an 
estimated 100-125 men (plus 80 women and 
children) armed with about 50 rifles of vari¬ 
ous calibers, 20 shotguns and 35-40 hand¬ 
guns. The presence of so many women, 
children and hostages left the authorities 
with no real alternative but containment. 

Media attention, which the militants 
sought and manipulated as extensively as 
possible, imposed restraints on the author¬ 
ities, too. Their 10 “prisoners of war” 
attracted too much public sympathy and 
attention. Subsequent statements indicated 
that the 10 hostages were “free to go any¬ 
time they pleased,” and all were released 
(minus their worldly possessions) within the 
first 10 days. 

By the time they were released, federal 
authorities had concentrated a force of 230 
officers on a 17-mile perimeter around 
Wounded Knee. One hundred of them were 
U.S. Marshals with specialized training and 
(in most cases) extensive combat experi¬ 
ence in Vietnam and elsewhere. An experi¬ 
enced lawman and former San Diego chief 
of police, Wayne Colburn, was the senior 
U.S. Marshal in command during the con¬ 
tainment operations. 

The FBI provided 116 hand-picked 
agents under the command of Special Agent 
in Charge (SAC) Joseph Trimbach, who 
had just been promoted to the SAC slot in 
the volatile Minneapolis region (which in¬ 
cluded the Dakotas and Wounded Knee) 


WOUNDED KNEE 
TODAY 

Wounded Knee has always been 
viewed by outsiders as a flashpoint in the 
conflict between red and white. The 
reality is more subtle. 

Neither the first nor the second 
Wounded Knee incident was a race war. 
In 1890, the Ghost Dance played a major 
role in turning traditional Lakotas and 
Christian Lakotas against followers of 
the new messiah. Big Foot was too sick 
to exercise the type of leadership which 
might have averted a tragedy, and For¬ 
syth had no discretion in the matter. 
Operational control rested with General 
Miles, who was en route from his head¬ 
quarters in Chicago to take control in the 
field himself. Nobody listened to the 
Oglala scouts’ warnings about pressing 
Big Foot’s people too hard. 

Nobody really listens to the people of 
Wounded Knee today, either. Like the 
residents of other reservation communi¬ 
ties, they face a grim struggle to survive 
in a region devastated by a widespread, 
implacable crisis in agriculture. 


Most people have to drive to Pine 
Ridge or farther to get regular employ¬ 
ment. The trading post was never rebuilt 
and the historic cemetery lies untended 
for the most part. 

Visitors find a collection of small, 
weathered crosses made of lath. Many 
are no longer readable. Faded plastic 
flowers decorate many of the graves. 
Others are overgrown. 

It’s the kind of thing you expect tc see 
in Third World countries, but not this 
close to Denver, Colorado. There are 
other stones, neat white ones erected for 
vets, including some of the Oglala 
scouts who witnessed the tragedy of 
1890. 

They’re decorated with small Amer¬ 
ican flags. The American Legion is a 
major institution on the reservation. 
Some reservations even have two Le¬ 
gion posts. 

Two monuments stand out. One, the 
obelisk erected to the men, women and 
children buried in the mass grave under¬ 
neath in January 1891; the other, a beauti¬ 
ful contemporary marker that looks like it. 
belongs in some rich suburb. It marks the 


burial of one of the militants killed during 
the occupation in 1973 and is the biggest 
marker in the cemetery. 

Wounded Knee is not a happy place. 
People don’t like to be interviewed or 
give their names. One Oglala editor had 
his windows shot out in 1982 for running 
a story perceived by some as critical of 
AIM. 

Critics of AIM are still called “Ap¬ 
ples’ ’ — red on the outside, white on the 
inside. AIM’s critics refer to them as 
“Assholes in Moccasins” and describe 
them as “Guardians of the Oglala Na¬ 
tion,” or GOONs. 

Whites (there are a number of whites 
who live on the reservation and consider 
it home) are still fearful. The turmoil of 
the last couple of decades has left them 
defensive and sullen. 

Ironically, Indians and whites who 
live together on the reservation tend to 
be individualists (rather than racists) and 
often get along well. They face the same 
economic crisis and they’ve lived 
through the same tragedies. Nobody 
here wants a Wounded Knee III. 
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two weeks before the occupation began. 

Twenty to 30 officers from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BLA) police also assisted in 
maintaining the perimeter. They faced a 
formidable set of fortifications which had 
been started the night of the occupation and 
which were situated on high ground to con¬ 
trol the surrounding area. 

New housing had been planned for 
Wounded Knee and substantial quantities of 
concrete blocks and other supplies moved 
into the area by R & S Construction Com¬ 
pany in preparation for construction in the 
spring. Militants constructed a series of nine 
bunkers and strongpoints with names like 
“Little California,” “Little Big Horn,” 
“Hawk Eye,” “Last Stand” and so on, all 
linked by citizens’ band radios and manned 
around the clock. 

Federal officers erected eight roadblocks, 
each of which was beefed up by at least one 
of the 17 APCs for defense against AIM’s 
rifles. AIM’s perimeter was about three 
miles long compared to about 17 for the 
SOG. It was impossible to patrol the whole 
17 miles with the men available. This meant 
that Wounded Knee could not be complete¬ 
ly cut off; a number of back trails through 
draws remained open throughout the 71-day 
siege. 

Colburn and the other officers on the 
scene were unable to do much about this 
problem because operational control was 
reserved for Washington, DC. SOG’s 
orders were to control the situation without 
hurting anybody or creating any incidents. 

In addition to the gaps in the SOG’s pe¬ 
rimeter, power and other essential “human¬ 
itarian” services were kept on for the con¬ 
venience of the militants and their guests 
from the national and international media. 
This outraged a number of elected officials, 
including tribal chairman Dick Wilson, who 
erected his own roadblocks beyond the 
SOG’s. 

Colburn refused to allow his officers to be 
sitting ducks for AIM snipers, however, and 
they fired back when fired upon. The siege 
entered a deadly routine. Days were usually 
pretty quiet, AIM riflemen would take pot¬ 
shots (occasionally) and attract return fire, 
but the big firelights (some involving ex¬ 
changes of 5,000-6,000 rounds) usually 
took place at night. 

Typically, a militant would take a potshot 
at one of the spotlights on the APCs and the 
SOG men would attempt to pinpoint the 
source and return fire. The militants would 
routinely return fire and the show could 
continue for an hour or two. Both sides were 
dug-in well enough that few casualties were 
sustained. 

During the siege, the militants sustained 
two killed and seven wounded; federal offi¬ 
cers, two wounded. 

One of the federal officers wounded was 
agent Curtis Fitzgerald of Chicago. Fitz¬ 
gerald was trying to return fire when his 
M16 jammed and he sustained serious hand 
wounds and an injury to his wrist. He was 
able to fire six rounds from his .38 revolver, 
but was too seriously injured to reload. 



Armed AIM member keeps watch from 
church bell tower during occupation, which 
lasted from 27 February to 8 May 1973. 
Photo: AP/Wide World 

Armed AIM member stands guard on Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation. For usually quiet 
communities of western South Dakota, the 
occupation and SWAT operation were like 
something out of “Red Dawn.” Photo: 
AP/Wide World 



In another firefight. Marshal Lloyd 
Grimm sustained a wound which left him 
paralyzed from the waist down. He was hit 
from a range of about 300 yards. 

AIM’s first ‘ ‘warrior’ ’ to die was Frank J. 
Clear. Although described by AIM as 
“Clearwater” and identified as an “Indi¬ 
an,” FBI records indicated that he was non- 
Indian, a native of Virginia who had been 
dishonorably discharged from the Army. 


Indians are taken into custody by U.S. 
Marshals after storming of courthouse and 
burning of Chamber of Commerce building 
in Custer, South Dakota. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 


Oglala tribal authorities later refused to 
permit Clear to be buried at Wounded Knee 
because of his complete lack of tribal affilia¬ 
tion. 

AIM’s embarrassing martyr was forgot¬ 
ten when Lawrence Dean “Buddy” 
Lamont, 32, was mortally wounded in a 
firefight late in April. Lamont was an en¬ 
rolled member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe. 
His niece, Darlene Nichols, 18, was AIM 
leader Dennis Banks’ wife (under the name 
“Kamook”). Lamont is buried at Wounded 
Knee in the historic cemetery. 

The SOG never had to storm AIM’s 
bunkers. Nine weeks after the occupation 
began it was finally resolved by negotia¬ 
tions that were upstaged by the Watergate 
scandal. 

Wounded Knee has been described as 
resembling a rape victim since its occupa¬ 
tion in 1973. The outsideiVfapists had their 
way and left in search of bigger and better 
issues. The communityAictim was left with 
fear, hatred and permanent psychological 
scars. 

In spite of contradictory orders (control 
things, but don’t hurt anybody) and a con¬ 
fused situation (three layers of roadblocks 
and evidence of increasingly serious vigi¬ 
lante activity), the SOG was able to contain 
the violence at Wounded Knee and end the 
confrontation with a minimum loss of life. 

Given the emotional intensity of those 
years and the potential for widespread vio¬ 
lence, that is a remarkable accomplishment. 
Wounded Knee was not a clash between 
Indians and whites, nor was it a military 
operation; it remained a police operation 
from start to finish. The biggest SWAT 
operation in history was a success because 
of the dedication and courage of the indi¬ 
vidual officers who went in harm’s way at 
Wounded Knee during the occupation of 
1973. 
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SOF DRUG ENFORCEMENT 


EMERALD 

TRIANGLE 

Booby-Trapped Pot Crops and Dopers’ Cash Draw G-Men and 

4 4 Treasure-Hunting’ ’ Freelancers 

by Walt James 


T O an unfamiliar visitor, it is a magnifi¬ 
cently beautiful country of rugged 
6,000-foot mountains and gentle green val¬ 
leys, abundant with towering redwoods, 
pines, cedars, spruce, and Douglas firs, in¬ 
terlaced with swift and clear streams and 
rivers full of rainbow trout, steelhead and 
salmon. The lush, tangled green forests 
abound with deer, bear, squirrel, fox, bob¬ 
cat and an occasional mountain lion. 

Numerous old mining and logging towns, 
once bustling with activity, appear sleepy 
and picturesque in their retirement, ideal 
havens for vacationers and tourists, conve¬ 
nient way stations for hunters and fisher¬ 
men, a place to really relax and enjoy some 
of America’s most beautiful national forest. 

Not anymore. Now the three counties that 
encompass most of this beauty and abun¬ 
dance of northern California — Trinity, 
Humboldt and Mendocino counties — have 
become known as the 4 ‘Emerald Triangle. * ’ 
Today, unseen and perhaps unnoticed by 
outsiders, there is a foreboding presence, 
both sinister and dangerous — that of the 
marijuana cultivators. There is a war going 
on here now. Armed men roam these 
woods, plant and grow the much prized and 
potent strain of marijuana known as Af- 
ghani-Kush Purple in them, strew them with 
deadly booby traps, confront and threaten 
the tourists and sportsmen who enter their 
domain. People are getting injured and 
killed. 

Unfortunately, and much to the chagrin 
of the United States Forest Service (USFS), 
the violence and paranoia which the multi¬ 
billion dollar enterprise of marijuana cul¬ 
tivation (#1 cash crop in California at $2.5 
billion in ’84; cotton #2 at less than $1 
billion) has injected into this part of north¬ 
ern California have all but terminated the 


BUDDING WRITER 

Author Walt James is a disabled Marine 
Vietnam veteran who lives in the Emer¬ 
ald Triangle. We welcome his first con¬ 
tribution to Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine. We’d also like to note that Walt has 
donated a portion of his author payment 
to the Afghan and Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters, and we express our apprecia¬ 
tion on their behalf. 



Author Walt James near Cam Lo in 
I Corps, Republic of Vietnam, with 2nd 
Battalion (attached from 1st Recon 
Battalion), 1st Marine Division, in 1966. 
Photo: Walt James 


flow of tourists and vacationers seeking the 
relaxation and enjoyment of some of our 
country’s grandest natural beauty. 

From March to November — the pot 
growing season — officers of the USFS are 
besieged with complaints and fear from 
vacationers and sportsmen who tell of ter¬ 
rifying encounters with armed and masked 
growers issuing threats of violence and re¬ 
taliation or, even worse, of setting off one of 
the many types of booby traps that litter the 
forests, often with deadly results. 

In the fall of 1986, several elderly ladies 
of the area garden club ventured into the 
forest in search of one of the many varieties 
of forest floral decor and encountered sever¬ 
al live, booby-trapped M26 fragmentation 
hand grenades when they stumbled into a 
pot patch. Fortunately, they did not trip any 
and were not injured. 

In October of 1986, four deer hunters 
unknowingly walked into a pot patch near 
Mad River and immediately came under 
automatic weapons fire from an unknown 
number of growers wearing camouflage 
fatigues. A 15-minute firefight ensued, but 
miraculously no one was wounded or killed. 
Authorities were contacted, and within an 
hour SWAT teams were helo-lifted into the 
area. The growers had vanished, melted 
into the bush (sound familiar, Vietnam 
vets?), leaving the lucrative crop behind. It 
was hacked down and helo-lifted out for 
burning elsewhere. 

In 1984, near the tiny town of Hyampom, 
a hotbed of growers and incidents of in¬ 
timidation and violence, a local man, his 
wife and children were confronted in the 
night in their own home, held prisoner and 
roughed up for three days by seven armed 
men who mistakenly accused them of rip¬ 
ping off their pot patch. This despite the fact 
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CAMP officer demonstrates height of 
15-foot Afghani-Kush marijuana plants 
confiscated during CAMP raid in 
Shasta-Trinity National Forest, 1986. One 
well-tended female plant averages two 
pounds of buds at harvest. With pot selling 
for about $3,500 per pound, the attraction 
is obvious. Photo: U.S. Forest Service 


that most of the town was aware of what was 
happening; they were either afraid to help or 
just didn’t care. Finally, a local USFS offi¬ 
cer got wind of what was happening and 
quickly accompanied county sheriffs depu¬ 
ties to the isolated mountain ranch. The 
intruders scattered and ran. Most were later 
brought to justice and imprisoned on kid¬ 
napping and assault charges. The man and 
his family received death threats during the 
trials and have permanendy left the area. 

In the same area a few years earlier, the 
headless body of a young man was discovered 
floating in the south fork of the Trinity River, 
which winds through Hyampom. And then 
another body, that of a 17-year-old boy with 
shotgun wounds and his hands chopped off, 
was found in the river. Both crimes are be¬ 
lieved to have been related to marijuana grow¬ 
ing and are unsolved to date. 

Numerous incidents of arson, threats of 
arson, threats of murder, and other in¬ 
timidation are commonplace in the Emerald 
Triangle. As a result of this steadily worsen¬ 
ing situation, a federal task force was estab¬ 
lished in 1983. Known as the Campaign 
Against Marijuana Planting (CAMP), it is a 
combined nationwide effort of several 
federal, state and local law enforcement 
agencies and the USFS to eradicate mari¬ 
juana growing and its attendant problems. 
The effort was funded under the Department 
of Agriculture to the tune of $20 million in 
1983, and funding has steadily increased. In 
California, federal funding for 1985 
amounted to $2.9 million. Pot grown in 
California is believed to account for at least 
one-fifth of the nation’s total crop. 

Personnel involved in CAMP come from 
the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
USFS and, in California, from the Califor¬ 
nia Bureau of Narcotics Enforcement 
(BNE), all local county sheriffs depart¬ 
ments and many city SWAT teams across 
the state. The California Highway Patrol 
(CHP), FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac¬ 
co and Firearms (BATF) assist in manpower 
and intelligence investigations since many 
illegal weapons are confiscated, and the FBI 
has indicated some evidence that both or¬ 
ganized crime and outlaw motorcycle gangs 
have become involved in the past few years. 
In special instances, even U.S. Army, Cali¬ 
fornia National Guard and U.S. Air Force 
resources and manpower have been tapped. 

Until a couple of years ago, the USFS 
was not really involved in law enforcement 
or in actively hunting marijuana cultivators 
and their crops. That has turned around 180 
degrees, because it became clear that only 
USFS personnel, who live and work in these 
forests, know them well enough to locate 
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much of the isolated area used by the grow¬ 
ers. This turned out to be a very effective 
move, because the terrain was totally un¬ 
familiar to law enforcement officers. 

One incident in particular that helped the 
powers-that-be realize the need for the 
USFS to arm themselves and get involved 
happened in August 1983. A BLM em¬ 
ployee, a biologist named Mary Cobum, 
parked her lime-green government truck 
with USFS emblem on the side near a moun¬ 
tain stream to do a routine survey on it. 


LEFT: Local in cammies and bush hat 
stands amidst pot plants in Mendocino 
County, armed with MAC-10 9mm SMG 
with suppressor and frag grenade. Despite 
5th Special Forces flash on suppressor, this 
guy is not an Army or Vietnam vet. Photo: 
Walt James 


DEJA VU 

During a recent spring, I was cruising 
some seldom-used back roads and U.S. 
Forest Service fire trails with a local 
USFS officer, assisting in locating some 
cattle lost the previous winter during un¬ 
usually heavy snows in the area. This 
was in Trinity County of the Emerald 
Triangle, where some people still work 
for a living, and each recovered steer or 
cow is money to the rancher who owned 
them, 

As we slowly rolled down a back 
road, scanning for hoof prints and any 
signs of the cattle, something caught my 
eye that gave me goosebumps, 

“Stop the truck!” I hollered to the 
USFS Ranger. 

“What is it?” he asked. 

‘ ‘I dunno. Just a minute — let me get 
out and take a look.” 

It’s funny how you never forget some 
things you learn — even if it were 18 
years ago, in a war in a faraway place. 
Maybe you don’t even consciously re¬ 
member, but then something triggers 
your memory and you feel that old, 
familiar feeling of danger. 

What had caught my eye in a mini¬ 
flashback to ’Nam were three long, pret¬ 
ty straight poles, dead trees lying on the 
upward sloped bank of the road. They 
were all lying perpendicular to each 
other, evenly spaced about 2 feet apart. 
Even though they had been rained on 
earlier and didn’t look out of place, it 
just wasn’t natural . 

And the reason it wasn’t was that in 
Vietnam three small sticks so arranged 
on the ground meant a VC camp in the 
direction they pointed. I called that from 
my memory automatically—just as if it 
were yesterday. 

I explained this to the Ranger. He 
looked at me kind of funny and asked 
what that had to do with cows? Nothing, 
I told him, but I wanted to check the area 


down from the poles. I just knew some¬ 
one (another veteran of the bush in 
’Nam?) had to have placed those poles 
that way. 

The Ranger walked down off the other 
side of the road with me into some fir 
trees and heavy bush. Some distance 
through the trees we could see the sun¬ 
light on a meadow that opened up ahead. 

Then the Ranger said: *TT1 be 
damned — look at this.” Concealed 
under some cut brush and leaves was a 
large crumpled piece of black plastic 
tarp, maybe 12x15 feet, with something 
obviously under it. 

We pulled the brush aside and lifted 
the comers of the plastic carefully. 
There, neatly stacked on top of more 
plastic, was a damned grocery store. 
Cases and cases of canned tuna fish, 
pizza kits, powdered milk and orange 
juice, 100-pound sacks of beans, rice 
and lentils, boil-bag dinners of all kinds, 
skillets, pots and pans, jugs of water and 
cases of soda pop. It was one hell of a 
stash of goods — enough for several 
people to spend many months out there 
without ever having to leave the area. 

There were also shovels, thousands of 
paper drinking cups (the most common 
container used by growers to sprout 
plants), bags of potting soil, fertilizer, 
deer repellent and about 1,000 feet of 
black plastic hose. We had obviously 
stumbled upon the supply stash of grow¬ 
ers planning to move in and stay in — 
one tactic used by growers to eliminate 
any chance of being discovered out in a 
remote area like this. 

Well, hate to have ruined your day, 
growers, whoever you are, but after a 
short discussion of just what we’d 
found, we decided to load it all up and do 
the area a service. The food provided 
good eating for a very needy family for 
almost four months and no doubt dis¬ 
rupted the plans of some enterprising 
growers for running their crops that year 
— in that area, at least. 









ABOVE: Clouds and mist in mountains of 
Emerald Triangle are reminiscent of 
Vietnam’s I Corps. So are booby traps and 
weapons used by the growers. Photo: Walt 
James 


Unknown to her, she was perilously close to 
a large marijuana patch. 

“I hadn’t gone 50 feet when a bullet 
ricocheted off a rock about five feet from 
me,” she recalls. Other shots sailed over 
her head as she desperately scrambled back 
to her truck, where she found herself so 
wobbly from fear that her left leg could at 
first not depress the truck’s clutch. Then 
two bullets ripped through the cab’s door. 
“Somehow,” she said, “my leg stiffened 
and I got out of there. ” Federal agents later 
determined that one of the two hollow-point 
bullets had passed within inches of her heart 
and lungs. 

Although most growers seem to accept 
the maxim that shooting at any officer is a 
no-no because it will bring down on you, 
quickly, a swarm of more of them, there still 
have been many shots fired at officers and 
USFS employees, and one USFS Ranger 
has been shot. And several years ago, the 
USFS substation near Denny, another 
hotbed of particularly militant and violent 
growers, was burned to the ground. The 
California National Guard moved into the 
area, cut off all roads and gave the place a 
thorough going-over. While they were 
there, they had some Viet Cong-style shots 
fired at them — enemy unseen. 

Today, USFS officers are armed with 
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RIGHT: Grower’s items confiscated in 
CAMP raid in Trinity County include 
oscilloscopes used with TVs to detect 
movement near pot patch; stolen sheriff 
deputy’s cap with badge; .45-caliber Ruger 
revolver in holster; 12-gauge shotgun, 
.22-caliber automatic rifle and sawed-off 
12-gauge shotgun. Photo: U.S. Forest 
Service 


CAR-15 rifles and .357 Magnum revolvers, 
and participate in some dozen CAMP pot 
patrols in 38 different California counties 
where growers are fighting for control of 
1.5 million acres of public land. USFS per¬ 
sonnel in the Law Enforcement Division are 
sent to a DEA school in Georgia for ‘‘mari¬ 
juana familiarization. ” There, the DEA has 
its own pot patches, concealed and booby 
trapped like the growers’ patches. USFS 
officers are given aerial spotting training 
from fixed-wing craft and helicopters, and 
learn other pot patrol techniques. USFS law 
enforcement personnel now have “Title 
21“ authority — the power to make arrests 
under existing narcotics laws. 

A USFS officer recently explained to me 
how the term “Emerald Triangle” was 
coined. Aside from the obvious take-off 
from the infamous “Golden Triangle” of 
Asian opium warlords, he explained that, 
“From the air, the marijuana plants sparkle 
bright green against the duller greens of the 
natural forest vegetation due to the cannabis 
resins in the leaves and buds of the pot 
plants. They look just like emeralds spar¬ 
kling against a dull green carpet.” 



In its 1986 reports on the ongoing war, 
CAMP expressed some optimism that it was 
having an impact on the growers. However, 
most local citizens in the know doubt that. 
CAMP reports in 1986 it seized and de¬ 
stroyed 117,277 sinsemilla (seedless) mari¬ 
juana plants and 1,426 pounds of processed 
buds — their combined wholesale value set 
at $403 million. 

CAMP also claims that, because of its 
seizures and arrests of 91 persons, the price 
of one pound of the potent weed has risen 
from around $2,000 in 1985 to $3,500 in 
1987. Investigation in all three counties of 
the Emerald Triangle does, in fact, support 
this claim, although CAMP’s estimate may 
be a few hundred dollars too high, accord¬ 
ing to many growers. 

Perhaps the most effective tool handed to 
CAMP by the legislators was the authority 
to seize all lands and properties connected 
with the cultivation of marijuana. CAMP 
reports that in 1986 it seized 41 properties in 
the Triangle area. This law has caused near¬ 
ly all growers to move their crops onto 
federal (USFS or BLM) public land, which 
has made it easier for CAMP to concentrate 
its surveillance. Confiscations have also 
provided $4 million in funds. 

Although CAMP’s report for 1986 states 
that there is little evidence of any mass 
exodus of growers from the Triangle, there 
is evidence that growers are moving their 
crops into even more remote areas, using 
enhanced camouflage techniques and mov¬ 
ing their crops indoors under halide lamps 
— all to avoid detection by helicopter and 
fixed-wing crews of CAMP. They also re¬ 
port some indications that cultivation in 
southern California is increasing. And on- 
the-scene investigation reveals that, for the 
first time in years, there are houses for rent 
in the tiny towns submerged in the Triangle. 

Penalties have also stiffened for cultiva¬ 
tion in California. A person caught on pri¬ 
vate land cultivating marijuana is subject to 
two years in prison, with five years proba¬ 
tion and /or a $2,000 fine under State of 
California penal codes, and three years in 
prison (first offense) and up to $10,000 fine 
under federal codes, in addition to seizure 
and confiscation of all properties and cash. 

Despite the complaints of some of the 
citizenry (most of them growers) about the 
distinctly militaristic flavor of CAMP tac¬ 
tics (choppers, armed patrols in cammies 
and bush hats that look like they belong in a 
Vietnam War scene) and despite the few 
lawsuits against CAMP for “harassment” 
and one injunction limiting the fly-over alti¬ 
tude for choppers to 500 feet, the war goes 
on with increased vigilance on the part of 
CAMP. More helicopters (three per county 
in the Triangle), more foot patrols, more 
surveillance with sophisticated gear de¬ 
veloped during Vietnam (including the 
latest version of the starlight scope), long- 


LEFT: CAMP officer exits chopper drawing 
his weapon, as he is about to arrest growers 
who have already surrendered. Photo: U.S. 
Forest Service 
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PERSONAL 
ENCOUNTERS WITH 
PURPLE POT PATCHES 

I remember the first time I ever saw a 
large marijuana patch and had a first¬ 
hand encounter with the deadly devices 
they have spawned all over the Emerald 
Triangle. 

I was accompanying a retired U.S. 
Forest Service officer who is also one of 
the best trackers (of man or beast) who 
ever walked the Triangle forests. 

“Larry” has driven and humped 
almost every nook and cranny of the 
Shasta-Trinity National Forest for over 
20 years with the USFS. He already had 
a good idea where a large patch might 
be, because the odor of the Afghani- 
Kush marijuana plant is very strong and 
pungent, much like that of a skunk 
(whence the tag ‘ ‘skunk weed’ ’ on some 
varieties), and he had caught the odor 
near a particular fire trail (roads that are 
barely roads, deep in the mountains and 
used only by USFS fire crews in times of 
forest fires). 

“The wind will carry the stink of this 
stuff for over a mile if everything is just 
right,” he told me. 

Sure enough, as we pulled his truck 
under the shade of a big madrone tree, I 
caught the smell myself. Easy enough to 
figure where to head to find it—upwind 
in the slightest of breezes that was barely 
moving leaves on the trees. 

“They always plant it on a southern 
exposure, if they know what they’re 
doing,” Larry explained. “That is the 
only way to get all the sunlight they need 
during the spring and fall months.” 

He added, ‘ ‘ And the smell is one thing 
they can’t get away from . .. they all 
want to grow the purple buds [Afghani- 
Kush strain], and it’s always gonna 
smell like a skunk. 

“The next thing you look for is a 
water source,” Larry continued, “and 
they’ve learned to stay away from the 
natural streams, because CAMP is onto 
them like flies.” 

Larry went on to explain that the 
mountains of the Triangle are dotted 
with small springs that may appear and 
then disappear below ground in only a 
few feet. “Those are what the growers 
look for,” he told me, as we quietly and 
carefully crept through bush and vines, 
the smell of pot growing stronger and 
stronger. 

Both realizing that we were getting 
close to a pot patch, we said nothing 
from this point on, using only hand and 
arm signals. We also were aware that we 
could both be in immediate danger and, 
as a Vietnam veteran of a lot of bush¬ 
humping with the 1st Marines, I couldn’t 
help but nervously eye every inch of 
brush for trip wires. 

Suddenly, a deer bolted from some 



particles get into them — another dead 
giveaway,” Larry whispered. 

He was silent for some minutes, mak¬ 
ing reasonably sure that no one was 
around guarding the patch. Then we 
crept up to a plant to examine it more 
closely. 

This was a professionally done patch. 
All the tubing and water hose were 
buried and it was planted on a southern 
exposure. The ground around the plant 
base showed that a hole of at least a 
2-foot diameter and probably that deep 
had been dug for each plant, a must to 
allow the pot plant’s root structures to 
expand and develop properly, Larry ex¬ 
plained. 

“These people know what they’re 
doing. Watch yourself [for booby 
traps],” Larry whispered. No problem. I 
was already on a pretty good pucker 
factor. 

“I’m a little concerned that no one is 
around,” he said. “That’s when you 
find booby traps.” (This was in Octo¬ 
ber, near harvest and, with the umbrella 
of choppers CAMP throws up, a lot of 
growers feel it’s better to leave the 
guarding to devices rather than risk 
arrest.) 

Then, as I was eyeballing the size of 
one plant from ground level up the stalk, 
I saw something that boosted my pucker 
factor from about a seven to a 10. Run¬ 
ning up the side of this 8-inch-diameter 


Items confiscated from growers in pot 
bust. Clockwise from top: dynamite sticks 
with caps and fuse; case of dynamite; 
block of C-4 with radio-controlled 
detonating device; lime-colored det cord; 
commercial two-way transceivers; U.S. 
military “screw-in” detonators; U.S. 
military trip (push-pull) booby trap 
devices; “mouse traps”; Mark n 
pineapple frag grenades (live); M33 
baseball frag grenades (live); electric 
blasting caps; 1-pound block of U.S. 
military TNT; fuse blasting caps in white 
styrofoam holder; and commercial 
dynamite fuse. Photo: Walt James 


manzanita brush about 20 feet away, 
giving us both mild heart attacks. After 
only a few more meters of snooping and 
pooping we both saw it at the same time; 
dark green leaves fluttering in the 
breeze, an 8-foot Kush plant, buds 2 10 
inches long, glistening with cannabis 
resin in the sunlight. We both froze. 
After about a minute of nothing but look¬ 
ing and listening, we crept ahead on 
hands and knees. Another plant, then 
two more, and more and more down a 
slight slope amidst 10-foot-high man¬ 
zanita brush. 

“Hear the little ‘spurt, spurt’ of the 
water emitters?” Larry asked me. 

“Yeah,” I answered as quietly as I 
could whisper. 

“They make that sound when tiny 
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uncovered the top of what turned out to 
be a wooden cigar box. 

*Tve seen this setup before/’ Larry 
whispered. “No sweat.” I sweated any¬ 
way. I remembered some good Marines 
who were blown away in ’Nam trying to 
do this kind of shit. 

Soon enough, Larry had the whole lid 
of the cigar box uncovered. Both the 
fishing filament and the det cord’s cap 
entered it through neatly drilled holes. 
Larry carefully raised the lid. “It takes 
some sharp, jerking actions, like hack¬ 
ing or pulling on the plant, to detonate 
this setup,” he assured me. 

There, inside the box, was a simple 
electric detonating switch, homemade 
and activated by any movement of the 
fishing line filament. In other words, 
any one who was unfortunate enough to 
take hold of the plant and try to hack it or 
even pull it very much would find their 
hands, and maybe more, missing. The 
sorry bastards, I thought to myself, de¬ 
spising the worthless assholes who 
would leave this in the forest. 

Larry carefully replaced the lid, soil 
and pine needles as they were, turned 
and motioned for us to make tracks out 
of there. As soon as we were some dis¬ 
tance from the patch, 1 did the old Viet¬ 
nam “Catholic Cross” — spectacles, 
testicles, wallet and watch — and began 
to breathe normally again. 

“Spooky. Just like ’Nam in there,” I 
said to Larry. 

“Yeah, and just as deadly,” he 
answered. 

The next day the patch came under 
surveillance by CAMP. I can’t imagine 
how that happened. Strangely, no grow¬ 
ers ever showed up at that patch for the 
next two weeks. Perhaps we were being 
watched when we went in there. Who 
knows? Even though both Larry and I 
went in there heavily armed, maybe we 
were lucky vve didn’t get sniped off, if 
we were seen. 

At any rate, CAMP eventually went in 
on foot, took a look, then had its EOD 
people (usually U.S. Army or National 
Guard EOD) go in and disarm the 21 
booby-trapped plants. All were dis¬ 
armed without incident, cut down and 
burned elsewhere. No growers 
apprehended, unfortunately, but a total 
of 118 pot plants were destroyed, and 
maybe some innocent hiker or hunter 
was saved from being seriously injured 
or killed. 

“That’s why the policy now is to sit 
and watch any patch we find, especially 
one with booby traps. We want to put 
these idiots away,” a.USFS officer told 
me later. 

It was one mote example of the way 
some pot growers ui the Emerald Triangle 
are perfectly willing to indiscriminately 
injure, maim or kill people, even innocent 
ones, to protect their prized crop. 


stalk from the ground was what looked 
like a small rope or cord taped to the 
stalk. Then I noticed it was a lime-green 
color, with black stripes spiraling 
around it — DET CORD! 

I reached over and lapped Larry on the 
shoulder and pointed. He saw and 
agreed. Det cord — a variety commonly 
used up here by loggers. We both sweat¬ 
ed a little more, looked, strained to see a 
trip wire or anything that would tell us 
anything about what would detonate it. 
Several minutes passed. Nothing. Just 
this almost invisible det cord running up 
the stalk. We took a look at two more 
plants. One had the same arrangement. 

Not wanting to move around at all 
until we figured out if we were about to 
get blown away, we kept eyeing the det 
cord on the stalk. Then Larry carefully 
brushed a little soil and pine needles 
away from the base of the stalk with two 
fingers. 

There it was. Just a tiny glimmer of 
silver — a blasting cap. More pucker¬ 
ing. Still, no wires, nothing that seemed 
to activate anything. Then we both saw 
it, loosely arranged on the other side of 
the stalk: a tiny, barely visible fishing 
line filament. It ran from the top of the 
plant down into the ground near the 
stalk; 

Carefully brushing away soil and nee¬ 
dles after warning me to get back first 
(no way, my macho ego said), Larry 



Deadly homemade booby trap found in pot 
patch in Trinity National Forest by CAMP 
officers uses 12-gauge shell and mousetrap 
to detonate primer when trip wire is 
activated. This trap was tripped and fired, 
narrowly missing CAMP officers raiding the 
patch. Photo: U.S. Forest Service 


range listening devices, and dogs and 
gadgetry able to smell pot are all in use. 

In July 1986, two sheriff’s deputies 
flying surveillance in a light fixed-wing air¬ 
craft near the Califomia-Oregon border area 
north of the Triangle were hit by ground 
fire, crashed and died. Local FBI offices 
have had reports that several stolen .50- 
caliber machine guns may have been 
obtained by growers for use against CAMP 
choppers and aircraft. 

Because of the increased use of booby 
traps, many locals were quick to assume 
that the growers must be Vietnam veterans. 
This has been found to be patently untrue. In 
fact, on the contrary', the helo crews, pot 
patrols on fool in the bush and police SWAT 
teams are where Vietnam veterans are found 
in this war. One USFS CAMP member tells 
me that he has yet to see any of the many 
suspect growers arrested turn out to be a 
Vietnam veteran. 

The variety of booby traps found in and 
around pot patches in the Triangle does re¬ 
mind one of Viet Cong ingenuity and 
deadliness — everything from fishhooks 
hanging at eye level to fragmentation hand 
grenades to C-4 high explosive has been 
encountered. One favorite seems to be 12- 
gauge buckshot shells rigged with mouse¬ 
trap firing devices. Some marijuana buds 

Continued on page 95 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 

CONTRA 

AIRDROP 


Airdropped supplies for Nicaraguan freedom fighters 
settling into drop zone inside Nicaragua. 

Nicaraguan 
Freedom 
Fighters Gear Up 
for Battle 

Text & Photos by Michael Schafer 


M Y waking thoughts are ones of grati¬ 
tude for the cool breeze blowing gent¬ 
ly across my face. The intense jungle heat of 
yesterday had left me wrung out like a 
sponge. Mixed with the rejuvenating air is 
the sweet smell of fresh coffee. Suddenly I 
realize that the contras have already begun 
preparing for another day on the Nicaraguan 
border. I roll out of the hammock, splash 
water from the canteen in my sleepy eyes, 
quickly change socks and join the group 
around the morning fire. 

There is unmistakable excitement among 
the men as they hand me a palm leaf cove red 
with hot rice and beans. I can tell they are 
politely waiting for their journalist friend to 
get with the program. As I quickly finish the 
last few remains and the strong black cof¬ 
fee, they are already strapping on packs and 
web gear. There is just enough time for me 
to grab my camera bag and load a fresh roll 
of film as they head into the dimly lit, gray- 
green jungle. 

The point man sets a brisk pace as they 
effortlessly climb over the rugged jungle 
mountains. The initial excitement has 
evolved into a seriousness of mission with 
everyone alert, checking both sides of the 
trail for lurking problems. This area is con¬ 
sidered the property of the freedom fighters, 
but they haven't yet forgotten the surprise 
attack by Sandinista Hinds a few months 
back. 

Everyone stops suddenly, crouching 
down next to an open spot of land next to a 
slow-moving stream. After reconning the 
area in the early sunrise, security teams 
move to take their positions on all sides of 
the field. Moments later, a Motorola-type 
handheld radio crackles with instructions in 
Spanish. Eyes look out over the field, 
searching for a glimpse of the plane that 
belongs to the voice heard on the radio. 
There is no smoke to mark the DZ, but the 
pilot knows this hidden clearing and has 
made the pass often since the U.S. Congress 
finally agreed to resume funding the grow¬ 
ing band of freedom fighters. 

Inconsistent U.S. policies during the past 
several years have had disastrous effects on 
these brave soldiers. They have recently 
been able to take back much of the territory 
that was theirs just two years ago. This 
small clearing is one of the properties the 
contras have had to pay for twice. 

A few moments later, the sound of the 
DC-3 is heard over the mount a intops. 
Senses heighten as everyone realizes that 
any unwelcome Sandinista patrols will be 
watching the skies as well. Our wait is kept 
to a minimum as the plane is sighted 
approaching the basking field, now in full 


SHOOTING STILLS 

Michael Schafer has been a freelance 
television news cameraman for three 
years. Before beginning to work the 
field in Central America, he spent six 
months in Beirut. 
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ABOVE: New equipment for Nicaraguan 
freedom fighter, including Romanian AKM. 



BELOW: Veteran contras coming in from 
the field, carrying bolt-action rifles. 
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sunlight. As the plane roars overhead, its 
engines silencing the jungle heartbeat, half 
a dozen mushrooming clouds of light fabric 
appear in its wake. At first glance, judging 
the very small clearing and the height and 
speed of the plane, it looks like some of the 
chutes will drift into the double-canopy 
jungle, making recovery slow and difficult. 
But these are heavy cargo drops and, unlike 
a T-10 supporting a 180-pound man, they 
descend quickly and almost straight down, 
all falling inside the cleared area. 

While the security teams remain in posi¬ 
tion, the rest of the force rushes into the 
open to recover the precious cargo. One 
pallet contains new boots, always in de¬ 
mand since a pair will only last about three 
months in the high-moisture jungle environ¬ 
ment. Other crates contain ammunition, 
clothing and a few new light machine guns. 

In just a few minutes, all the equipment is 
unpacked and loaded up for the trip back to 
the base camp. The strong young soldiers 
pick their way carefully along the mountain 
trails under die heavy loads. Nothing goes 
to waste. Even the chutes and wooden crates 
are carried back to the base camp. 

The best chutes are repacked and even¬ 
tually sent back to supply bases for reuse. 
Some worn or damaged chutes are cut into 
hammocks for use in the field and others are 
given to civilian refugees to be made into 
clothing for small children and women. 



Everyday meal for a freedom fighter: hot 
rice and beans, and sometimes a corn 
tortilla. 


Tables are made from the wooden crates and 
shipping pallets. The rigging hardware is 
made into improvised “D” rings to aid in 
deep-water river crossings. Parachute 
shroud line has numerous uses, and one of 
the most often seen is replacing worn or 
broken bootlaces. 

These dedicated freedom fighters are 
making the most of the support they get 
from the free countries of the world. X 


TO TELL THE REAL 
STORY 

As the Nicaraguan freedom fighters 
leave their base camps to go back deep 
inside their homeland to continue their 
fight against the Sandinistas, the news 
media will find it difficult to report their 
successes. There are no easy helicopters 
here to whisk the press in and out as 
during the Vietnam War. 

To cover the freedom fighters in Nica¬ 
ragua will mean up to six weeks walking 
in to where the action is and another 
possible six weeks to get the story out, 
Reporters attempting to cover these 
troops will have to be in excellent 
physical condition just to get to where 
the action is, and they will have to be 
willing to face the extreme danger in¬ 
volved. 

The reporters will find it much easier 
to sit at the bar in Managua and rewrite 
Sandinista press releases. But that will 
not tell the story, the real story, of the 
action in the field; „ i : 

Some of us will be out there in the 
field, with the contras inside Nicaragua, 
humping to bring you the story from 
where the action really is. 

— Michael Schafer 


NEW WEAPONS, NEW 
TRAINING 


Beneath the burning tropical sun, a 
line of troops clad in new camo fatigues 
and boonie hats kneels in the dirt of an 
open field near the Honduras/Nicaragua 
border. They are excited, training for 
combat with new weapons, Romanian 
copies of the Soviet AKM assault rifle. 

One young man gets too excited. He 
hoses off a burst of rounds down range, 
firing frill auto. The DI calls a halt to the 
action on the line. He holds up a single 
bullet and explains a fundamental law of 
operations and logistics for the war the 
troops prepare for. 

“You would never waste the blood of 
your brother,’" the DI states. “In the 
field, you will soon be using the bullets 
captured from the pins, * 1 — the yapping 
dogs, meaning the enemy Sandinistas — 
“bullets paid for by contra blood. You 
should not waste them.” 

There is beginning to be a new image 
for the Nicaraguan freedom fighters. 
The ragged, ill-equipped look of the past 
is being replaced with the appearance of 
fully trained, modemly equipped sol¬ 
diers, thanks to financial support from 
the United States for these refugees tom 
from their homes by the communist- 
backed Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. 
Proof of this new image was recently 


seen gathered at several training camps 
0ji the Honduras/Nicaragua border, 
ii The contra freedom fighters call 
themselves “commandos” now be¬ 
cause, they say, “[we] now are too large 
in number to be considered guerrillas, 
yet too few to be called an army; there¬ 
fore we are ‘contra commandos!’ “ 
iii, Along with the new equipment recent¬ 
ly received, they have emerged with a 
new confidence and a higher self-image. 
This new-found morale comes from en¬ 
during hardships in the past few years, 
fighting with primitive or worn-out cap¬ 
tured weapons, yet often defeating a 
much larger and better-equipped foe. 

They have survived lack of proper 
clothing, shelter and medical supplies. 
While the United States has seemed to 
have an on-again, off-again love affair 
with these freedom fighters, they have 
continued the daily fight knowing in 
their hearts, like their North American 
friends, that there is a price to pay to live 
in a free country. They fight not for glory 
or power, but simply to return one day to 
their farms and homes to live in peace 
once again. 

During the past few months, they 
have trekked across hostile territory to 
base camps established for “R&R, con¬ 
tra-style/* For these battle-scarred 
troops, R&R translates into “retrain and 
resupply, ** with only a short time to rest 
and relax. Aftera couple good meals and 
a day or so of rest, they begin early each 


morning, training in modem fighting 
techniques and completing rigid physic 
cal conditioning programs. It’s back to 
basics as they march, run and hit the 
obstacle course for hours at a time. 

The renewed enthusiasm of these 
combat-experienced troops is enough to 
soften the hardest DI heart. Their reward 
for such hard work comes after this 
grueling routine as they are issued new 
camo jungle fatigues, new weapons, 
new ALICE backpacks and web gear. 
The favorite item seems to be the Pana¬ 
ma-soled boots; most have been fighting 
fpr months in rubber galoshes or bare 

The training now changes from the 
physical to learning to maintain and fire 
the new Romanian-made weapons 
issued them. They also practice small- 
unit operations, river crossing, night 
movement, communication techniques 
and ambush/counterambush routines. 
They are taught the many uses of the 
new-issue camo ponchos and ham¬ 
mocks. They are taught how to set up 
and secure camps without being detected 
by enemy patrols in die area. They are 
taught how to use the newly acquired 
mine-detection equipment and disarma¬ 
ment techniques. They are taught how to 
clear, marie and secure a small drop-zone 
area for future resupply. 

These Nicaraguan freedom fighters 
realize that the showdown is drawing 
nigh, and they are ready. 
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SOF PSYOPS 


NORTH LIKED 
BOULDER 
PUBLISHER’S IDEA 


Knight-Ridder Newspapers 
As a secret network of covert military units was being 
formed, Lt. Col. Oliver North displayed an impressive 
measure of independence within the White House. 

For example, early in 1985 Robert K. Brown, pub¬ 
lisher of the Boulder-based Soldier of Fortune magazine 
and a droll, tobacco-chewing former covert operator 
and showman, suggested a way to deal with the devas¬ 
tating effects of the Sandinistas’ Soviet-built HIND heli¬ 
copter gunships. 

Brown proposed in a meeting with North to offer a 
$100,000 reward to any HIND pilot willing to defect with 
his chopper, said Ralph Bicknell, an associate of Brown. 

“We didn’t figure they’d defect,” Bicknell said in a 
recent interview. The hope, he explained, was to inhibit 
ruse of the HINDs near Nicaragua’s borders where most 


Contras were operating. ^ 

“Ollie thought it was a neat idea,” Bicknell said. 
“But he added something. He said, ‘Make the reward 
a million.’ ” 

Brown, embarrassed, confessed that he couldn’t 
raise $1 million cash, Bicknell recalled. 

“ ‘Don’t worry,’ Ollie told us, ‘I’ll handle that.’ ” 
Brown and Bicknell never knew where the money 
would come from and no HIND pilot ever defected, but in 
the summer of 1985, Soldier of Fortune’s reward 
notices, printed in Spanish, English and Russian, circu¬ 
lated widely inside Nicaragua. They said the $1 million 
reward would be paid by “publisher Bob Brown and 
several other loyal Americans.” 

Reprinted by permission of the Boulder Daily Camera 


North and Brown 
Ground Sandinista Hinds 


by G.B. Crouse 

T HE headline of the Knight-Ridder 
story, '‘North Liked Boulder Pub¬ 
lisher’s Idea” (26 July 1987) was fairly 
straightforward. North, of course, is Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Oliver North, USMC, for¬ 
mer member of the National Security Coun¬ 
cil staff. The Boulder publisher is Robert K. 
Brown, editor/publisher of Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine. The idea? A reward for the 
first pilot or crewman to defect to a neutral 
country with an intact Soviet Mi-24 
“Hind” attack helicopter. The meetings be¬ 
tween North and Brown had not previously 
been reported in SOF or anywhere else. But 
since Knight-Ridder has published its story, 
SOF decided that now is the time to tell our 


side of the story of how SOF and Oliver 
North came to offer $ 1,000,000 for a Hind 
helicopter. 

SOF readers first learned of the “idea’ ’ in 
February 1985, when the magazine an¬ 
nounced a $100,000 reward for the first 
defecting pilot or aircrewman to bring out 
his helicopter. The concept was nothing 
new. Call them rewards, bribes, incentives 
or whatever, offering money to defectors 
has routinely produced results. During the 
Korean conflict, U.S. military intelligence 
offered $50,000 to any North Korean pilot 
to defect with his aircraft. An additional 
$50,000 would be paid to the first defector. 
Some months after the reward was 


announced, the first North Korean MiG-15 
landed in South Korea. The offer was ex¬ 
tended to any communist pilot to defect 
anywhere. Two Polish MiG pilots delivered 
their aircraft to the West later that year. 

Buying Soviet airplanes for technical in¬ 
telligence gathering is only part of the pro¬ 
gram. Information provided by the defec¬ 
tors themselves is also a valuable contribu¬ 
tion to Western intelligence agencies. More 
important perhaps is the propaganda value. 
But the bottom line isn’t intelligence or 
propaganda — it’s interfering with com¬ 
munist air operations. 

Uncertain about the political reliability of 
their pilots, the Soviets and other commu- 
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nist countries have had to go to extraordi¬ 
nary lengths to screen their squadrons for 
those who might be inclined to switch sides. 
In wartime, that means aircraft sitting in 
their revetments instead of strafing friend¬ 
lies. In Korea, enemy air strikes declined 
while the communist brass tried to find 
ways to keep their pilots from flying one¬ 
way missions south of the 38th parallel. 

Would the same concept work in Nicara¬ 
gua? Soviet-manufactured Mi-24s were 
playing hell with the freedom fighters, who 
found themselves fighting the Sandinistas 
without any effective antiaircraft defenses. 
Brown decided it was worth a try, saying he 
“hoped a pilot would defect.” But more 
likely he hoped this would cause the Sandi¬ 
nistas and their communist advisers uncer¬ 
tainty regarding the loyalty of their Mi-24 
pilots and crews, resulting in grounding of 
the Mi-24s for a period of time while the 
crews were vetted. 

Brown, meeting with North at the White 
House on unrelated matters, raised the ques¬ 
tion of the helicopter reward. An enthusias¬ 
tic North suggested raising the ante to 
$1,000,000. Where would the money come 
from? North said he would arrange that. 
And so, in the late summer of that year, the 
reward was raised to an even $1,000,000. 

What effect did the reward have on San- 


WANTED 


SOVIET Mi-24 “Hind D” 
ATTACK HELICOPTER 
INTACT AND FUNCTIONAL 

— Reward — 


$1,000,000 u.s. 

Offered by SOLDIERFORTUNE Magazine 
with Anonymous Private Sector Sources 



dinista air ops? Sources in the media and the 
Department of Defense reported that the 
trained and ready-to-fly Sandinista crews 
were quickly grounded while they were 


evaluated for their loyalty. Those found sus¬ 
pect were removed from the program. 
Where were the Hinds during this time? 
According to a high-ranking source in the 
Department of the Air Force, the gunships 
were immediately grounded for the first 
week while additional crews were flown in 
from Cuba. 

The reward offer resulted in the highly 
aggressive Sandinista pilots being grounded 
while Cuban crews, who were mostly in¬ 
terested in putting in their time and getting 
home, did the flying. It was four and a half 
months before U.S. intelligence sources 
again reported hearing radio transmissions 
in Nicaraguan Spanish from the gunships, 
providing the contras a brief respite from 
Sandinista air attacks. 

Although no pilots defected, one high- 
ranking member of the Sandinista govern¬ 
ment did inquire if the reward was only for 
pilots, hoping to collect the reward himself. 
SOF’s efforts to encourage defections and 
buy time for the contras worked as well as 
we could have hoped. The reward offer has 
since been canceled, but Managua now has 
a new reason for keeping its Hinds out of the 
air — the air defense capability of the con¬ 
tras has improved dramatically, resulting in 
an increasing number of downed Sandinista 
aircraft. * 


SOF AT 

PAN AM GAMES 


S ATURDAY, 8 August 1987, Indiana¬ 
polis, Indiana. The first of some 10,000 
leaflets offering $25,000 in gold to the first 
Cuban or Nicaraguan security operative or 
intelligence agent who defects during the 
10th Pan American Games hits the streets. 

Monday, 10 August. The first news sto¬ 
ries about the leaflet appear, naming Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine’s Freedom Now Com¬ 
mittee and Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown as the source of the flier and gold. 

SOF’s office is swamped by calls from 
the media: CBS, ABC, CNN, The New 
York Times, USA Today, Sports Illus¬ 
trated, National Public Radio, Associated 
Press, United Press International and a host 
of other local and national news outlets want 
to know what’s going on. 

Why are we offering the money? What’s 
our purpose? And on and on. A few of the 
reporters are sharp; they ask intelligent and 
concise questions. Most aren’t, and don’t. 

Follow-up calls. Has anyone defected 
yet? Sure. Hundreds. What? 

But wait. We’re getting ahead of 
ourselves here. Why did Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine offer $25,000 in gold for an in¬ 
telligence or security defector? How did we 
pull the op together? Indeed, has anyone 
defected? 

It all started, as they say, when Bob 



Brown and a staffer were out jogging in late 
July. 

“What are we doing about the Cubans 
and Nicaraguans coming to the Pan Am 
Games?” Brown asked. 

“To my knowledge, nothing, boss,” 
came the reply. 

“Not good enough,” Brown growled, 
and the planning session was underway. 

With a timetable centered around the 
opening of the Games, barely 10 days away, 
gallons of spare midnight oil and quantities 
of Skoal were laid in. Brown stalked the 
office, a man with a mission. Editors with 
reams of articles to be worked for the next 
issue became sallow-eyed and haunted. Pan 
Am Games staff conferences became our 
calling. 

What was our mission? In Brown’s 
words: ‘ ‘We’re gonna let people know those 
commie bastards come here to spy on the 
United States.” The concept of the opera¬ 
tion was about as simple as that. Execution, 
though, was a bit more difficult. 

Our first major planning-cum-idea- 
throwing session took place on Monday, 3 
August—less than a week prior to opening 
day. Problem: How to most effectively get 
the word out that Cuban and Nicaraguan 
security and intelligence personnel would 
be accompanying their athletic delegations 
to the Games. 

We knew they’d be there, of course. It’s 
common knowledge within the intelligence 
community. Whenever any contingent 
travels to the United States from a commu- 

Continued on page 112 
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SOF AFRICA “O 


RHODESIA’S 

FIREFORCE 


NE-NINE, One-Nine.... One- 
Two.” 

“One-Nine_Go.” 

“Roger, One-Nine.... I’ve got a con¬ 
tact in the reentrant to my front.... Four, 
maybe more.... Confirmed, one 
RPD.... Can you give clearing fire?... 
Over.” 

“Affirmative, One-Two_Give me a 

mark with the phos. ... Over.” 

“Roger, One-Nine.... Marking.” 

“One-Two, I see your mark.... One- 


COMMANDOS 

Sweep Lines, Stop Groups 
and Flying K-Cars 


Text & Photos by William Norris 


CANADIAN 

COMMANDO 

William Norris is the nom deplume of 
a Canadian who served with the Rhode¬ 
sian Light Infantry from 1978-79, later 
passing the SAS selection course and 
eventually serving with 6 Recce in the 
South African Defence Force. His first 
article for SOF, “Mad Jim,” appeared 
in the January 1985 issue. 
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Seven Squadron, Rhodesian Air Force, 
Alouette chopper sets down on a rocky 
kopje (hillock). Alouettes formed the 
backbone of fireforce deployment and acted 
as the airborne control station for the 
fireforce commander. 


Nine firing.” 

PA-BA-BUM . . . CRACK- 
CRACK. . .PA-BUM.. .PA-BUM... 

“ THIS IS ONE-NINE.... WHOSE 
DAY-GLO IS THAT ON THE WEST 
SIDE OF THE REENTRANT?” 

“One-Four_It’s mine_Over.” 

“One-Four.... I could have pulled you, 
damn it!” 

“Say again, One-Nine.... My ears are 
ringing.” 

“Not funny, One-Four-Look, stay 

where you are-I’ll bring Stop Two for¬ 

ward and you can sweep the target 
together.... Copy?” 

“One-Four. ... Copy.” 

“One-Two.... Copy.” 


Fireforce: a game of chess for keeps. 
Rhodesian Light Infantry commandos 
prowled the earth in stop groups and sweep 
lines, assisted from above by lethal helicop¬ 
ter gunships — Alpha-cars, G-cars, the 
pivotal command ship K-car with its HE- 
spitting 20mm cannon. In the fireforce 
chess game, K-car was Queen — and King 
— able to strike anywhere with greatest 
force, able to command all the powers of the 
pieces. And even in arms-starved Rhodesia, 
the pieces were not insubstantial — the 
prop-driven Lynx, Hunter and Vampire 
jets, heavy-payload Canberra bombers, 
para- or chopper-deployed commandos. K- 
car said when, where and how many. 

In K-car’s armor-plated belly, riding like 
a Norse god of battle, sat the Officer Com¬ 
manding. Call sign One-Nine for One Com¬ 
mando, Two-Nine for Two Commando, 
etc., the OC directed his 20mm finger of 
death and played the chess game through his 
headset: “Knight to Queen’s Rook 
Three.... Knight takes Rook.... Bang, 
bang, you’re dead. ” Anyone with access to 
a radio knew that for him there was no 
greater game. 

On the ground, the presence of concealed 
danger enhanced the quality of play tenfold. 
Sweep lines moved steadily over ridgeline 
and ravine, open ground and cover. Bush 
skills and instinct kept men alive. Here was 
the new kind of war, the guerrilla-style war. 
Contacts occurred at unnervingly close 
quarters, murderous engagements within 
smelling distance of the enemy’s sweat. 
Few kills occurred at distances greater than 
20 feet. 

And fireforce call outs could come two, 
three times a day.... 

In Rhodesia from 1977 to 1980, the com¬ 
mando on fireforce duty was an endangered 
species. He was also living testament to the 
effects of life lived too long on the edge. 


‘ ‘Get that thing out of my face. Hunter, or 
I’ll feed it to you with hot sauce.” 

“C’mon, Sarge, don’t you want to shake 
hands with ‘Herbert’?” 

“Hunter, you’re fucked up. Anybody 
who’d bring back a gook arm is sick. Any¬ 
body who’d bring one in the tent is begging 
for extra guard. You don’t know where that 
thing’s been. QUIT PICKING YOUR 
NOSE WITH IT! OUT, HUNTER! OUT!” 

“Aw, Sarge, ‘Herbert’ just wants to 
make friends. He’s lonely without his old 
friends, ‘Mr. Foot’ and ‘Mr. Ballbag.’ ” 

“Double guard tonight, Hunter, and all 
week. Goodbye, sicko. Enjoy your guard.” 

“Say goodnight to ‘Herbert,’ every¬ 
one.” 

“OUT! OUT!” 


Black humor, of course. Hard laughs for 
the hard guys. After a time, nothing was 
sacred. If Mom could only see what her 
little boy was playing with now. 

Or what they were paying him to do.... 


A typical day at an RLI fireforce base 
began, mildly enough, with musters. 


“FALL IN! FALL IN! ONE COMMAN¬ 
DO, MOVE IT! LET’S GO!” 

During which the commando sergeant- 
major delivered his morning speech to the 
troops. 

“So this is how you laundry hampers 
arrive for my parade. I fill my pants. The 
very sight of your sloppy bodies makes my 
bowels move. Your mommies must have 
had no trouble staying regular. 

“Now, I admit, teaching this mob to 
dress military in the bush would be like 
asking circus animals to crap quiche, so I 
won’t expect miracles. I do, however, think 
we would all look and feel a great deal more 
like soldiers if we at least fell in for musters 
wearing our berets. 

“So, tomorrow morning, gentlemen, 
One Commando will fall in dressed in the 
beret of the Rhodesian Light Infantry. If you 
don’t remember what it looks like, ask a 
senior NCO. And if you don’t remember 
what a senior NCO looks like, check down 
the front of your pants. 

“AFTER I dismiss the parade, Hos¬ 
kins!” 


One Commando’s most military person¬ 
ality, Commando Sergeant Major Edwards, 
was the tyrannical monarch of a desperate 
kingdom. He was stocky and aggressive, 
and ruled with an uncanny skill for promot¬ 
ing discipline without resentment. This he 
accomplished largely through the use of 
understated humor. In return, his personal 
stock with the masses was probably ex¬ 
ceeded only by beer. 

The good sergeant major was also a crack 
parachute dispatcher who loved to emplane 
with his lads and enjoyed, even more, send¬ 
ing them on their way, sweating and terri¬ 
fied, out the door. Although this did not, in 
fact, enhance his popularity, it did reinforce 
the conviction that he was prepared to be 
there with his men through all facets of their 
military experience. 

Edwards was probably the only person 
aboard the aircraft — including the pilot — 
who made any pretense at all of wanting to 
be there. As the Dakota bobbed and weaved 
through low-level turbulence, he sat or 
stood by the open door, an intense little 
troll, concentrating on the voices in his 
headset. The “vomit comet” would drop, 
lurch starboard, lunge and drop. Hurricane 
wind and engine noise screamed through the 
cabin. 

News of the chopper sticks, already de¬ 
ployed, would arrive over the headset. Ed¬ 
wards would blink at the interesting parts, 
nod and pass back information through sign 
language, while his audience sat like 
thawed wieners, stirring only occasionally 
to make doggy noises into brown paper 
bags. Grenades and cocking handles would 
dig into ribs. The Dakota would circle and 
circle, sometimes buffeting about over the 
target area for hours, waiting for the call. 


“HELMETS ON!” 

“Omigod, can’t we go ’round again?” 
“STAND UP! HOOK UP! CHECK 
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EQUIPMENT!” 

‘‘Helmet, reserve, quick-release 
box....” 

“ACTION STATIONS!” 

Desert-dry mouths and unpredictable 
knees as the aircraft plunged to operational 
jump altitude of 500 feet, red light on. 

“STAND IN THE DOOR!” 

Unbelievable noise, wind, numb¬ 
ness. ... Seconds now.... Green light! 

“GO! AND GO! AND GO!” 

The fact that the paras had jumped meant 
contact: “Hey! Someone’s shooting at us!” 
From this point on, a full-scale fireforce 
action would be instituted. 


To understand the basic principle of fire- 
force, imagine a giant sandwich filled with 
bad Spam, two layers of fresh bread 
clamped as tightly as possible over a dark 
and contagious rot. K-car masterminded the 
building of the sandwich and saw to it that 
none of the rotten goo at the center leaked 
out to contaminate the rest of the lunchbox. 

The first step was to seal off the terrs* 
likely avenues of escape by having those 
sticks (four-man teams) not directly en¬ 
gaged with the enemy repositioned to form 
stop groups. Although procedure called for 
the automatic ambushing of reentrants 
(ravines) and known paths, an experienced 
K-car commander often made use of his 


sixth sense and added the unexpected. In 
other words, he played chess.... 

This gave him the bottom layer of the 
sandwich. 

The top layer arrived from the sky. The 
paras, immediately upon landing, regrouped 
themselves into extended line and, on K-car’s 
order, advanced toward the contact. This was 
the sweep line, the most deadly element—for 
both hunter and quarry — of fireforce. The 
commandos had the advantage of air support, 
but the enemy was usually well-concealed and 
frightened. In a sweep line, you met each 
obstacle one on one. 

The first hint of danger was often a 
glistening eyeball. 

In theory, a well-constructed fireforce ac¬ 
tion offered no avenues of escape. Certainly 
it worked well enough on paper at the 
School of Infantry. The classroom is so 
tidy, though, and war is such hell. Nasty 
details arise in the field, details that would 
hardly be worth half-points in a theoretical 
exam. Details like boulder-strewn hillsides, 
caves, thickets as dense as cold por¬ 
ridge. ... 

The first problem was usually the para¬ 
chute DZ. 


“Holy mother, did you see the size of 
those rocks I almost landed on? Whoo.... 
Why do you smell so bad?” 


“Um.... I dropped in the community 
shithole.” 

“For Chrissake, go stand next to some¬ 
one else!” 

“Where are we, anyhow?” 

‘ ‘I dunno. We must be a long way out—I 
can’t even hear the K-car.... Look, if we 
need uplift, you’re gonna ride on the outside 
of the chopper, okay?” 


Often the nearest remotely serviceable DZ 
was miles from the contact area. This meant 
that the para sticks would need redeployment 
by helicopter to a position nearer the scene. 
During this time, the enemy’s natural inclina¬ 
tion to snivel away from danger was sending 
them outward in every direction, like rats from 
a grass fire. K-car could terminate them if it 
spotted them from the air. But without the 
necessary manpower the area could not be 
sealed off, and too many horrid little creatures 
were gaining valuable experience in dealing 
with fireforce. Better no one should live to talk 
about it.... 

Once the sweep line was established, the 
real problems were often only beginning. 


“Why is it, every goddamn time I get in a 
sweep line, it’s me that ends up with the 
cave right smack in front?” 

“Shit, that’s a bugger, huh? Well, I’ll 
cover you, mate.” 
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Fireforce was a nerve-wracking, high-risk 
occupation. Face-to-face shoot-outs with 
terrorist forces were the rule rather than 
the exception. 

“I want K-car to pump it first.” 

“Mate, if K-car has to hold the line for us 
one more time, I guarantee he’ll pump us 
himself.” 

“All right then, clear it with the gun, will 
you? And keep it going while I move up. 
Man, I hate this....” 

TA-DA-DA. . . TUH-TA . . . TUH- 
TA... 

“ONE-NINE, ONE-NINE.... THIS IS 
ONE-THREE.... I’VE GOT A CON¬ 
TACT AND A MAN DOWN.... 
OVER.” 


No one liked caves. No one liked the way 
so many guys got shot in front of them. 

No one liked mango trees, with their 
dense canopy of dark green leaves. Clearing 
a mango grove meant dashing from trunk to 
trunk, peering stupidly up into the highest- 
quality natural concealment on the African 
continent. 

No one liked reentrants. A walk single- 
file down a narrow reentrant was like a 3-D 
afternoon at a horror movie. 

No one liked female terrs. They were the 
ugliest, meanest, most seriously belligerent 


ball-busting bitches in the southern hemis¬ 
phere. They looked better dead than alive. 

No one liked windowless huts. Anything 
could be lurking in those darkened rafters, 
and often was. 

No one liked mujibas, the little kids, 
usually male, five to 10 years old, used as 
couriers, spies or early warning for the terrs. 
They were impossible to detect and disturb¬ 
ingly effective in their pint-sized dedication 
to their “heroes of the revolution.” 

No one liked dragging out gook bodies for 
uplift and identification by Special Branch 
ghouls. (This fell away later in the war, when 
escalating body counts rendered the study of 
individual remains impractical.) 

No one liked checking a buddy for a 
pulse. 

No one liked corned beef. 

No one liked to hear that they were losing 
the war. 


Everyone knew losing was impossible, 
anyway, because, according to the lyrics of 
a popular song of the period, “Rhodesians 
never die....” 

An indicator of (or perhaps the cause of) 
this unflagging optimism was the enormous 
sense of patriotism displayed by all Rhode¬ 
sians everywhere. Conscientious objectors 
and even lukewarm disapproves either kept 
their opinions to themselves or simply did 
not exist. The truth, of course, was that 
Rhodesia was a war fought on home soil. It 
would have proven difficult to endorse 
“Hanoi Jane” opinions to a community 
whose homes, families and livelihoods 
were openly threatened by a near and visible 
enemy. 

Circumstances bonded them. There was 
“The Cause” and there was ostracism by 
the rest of the world. The communists, of 
course, were supplying their enemies with 
arms, but the Western powers also con¬ 
demned them through sanctions, embargoes 
and general political hostility. If they felt 
isolated, they had every reason, and it 
caused people to look to each other for sup¬ 
port. The result was a national pride unprec¬ 
edented in this cynical age. 

Rhodesian flags and “Rhodesia Is Su¬ 
per” T-shirts were everywhere. A soldier 
was the only thing anybody’s kid wanted to 
be. The war was immortalized in hardcover 
editions of photographs, sketches and poet¬ 
ry. Commemorative songs were penned by 
the ammo-box load and zoomed to the top of 
the local charts. Troopies would actually 
appear, like Frankie Avalon in camo gear, 
guitar in hand, lilting away some tearful 
wartime ballad among the sandbags. Clem 
Tholet, the neo-Rhodesian troubadour, was 
more popular on Rhodesian TV’s video hits 
than Meatloaf. 

If it all sounds soppy as hell, it was, in fact, 
weirdly moving. If need be, Rhodesians 
would go down fighting — and singing. 

The men of fireforce weren’t perfect, of 
course. The guy with the silver halo stuck to 
the top of his beret, although well-trained, 
well-motivated and mindful of his elders, 


sometimes forgot to wash behind his ears. 
Or under his blood-caked fingernails. 

A number of contributing factors were at 
work here, not the least of which was the 
basic nature of the job. The flying circus of 
choppers, Dakotas and airborne heroes was 
primarily a standby force, on hand to pro¬ 
vide a quick reaction should anyone, any¬ 
where, request its presence. The comman¬ 
dos did not patrol, execute planned raids 
(unless stood down from fireforce) or try to 
compete with other units in the performance 
of special tasks such as garden guarding or 
horsey riding. Indeed, about the only thing a 
fireforce commando was required to pro¬ 
vide on a daily basis was a clean, service¬ 
able weapon and a similarly turned-out 
body. Anything else he might be asked to do 
that day was purely in the hands of fate. 

Occasionally, nothing happened. Partic¬ 
ularly when the rains came, filling out 
vegetation and rendering area observation 
posts less effective. 

The periods of inactivity allowed the troops 
time to settle back and lick accumulated 
wounds. A glassy-eyed commando, who may 
have been answering call out after call out 
seven days a week for as long as he could 
remember, would find himself with time to do 
more than clean his rifle and shit before the 
next job. There were leaks above cots to be 
mended, fresh baking from the kitchen, 
leisurely retraining, and at night a few extra 
brown bottles in the commando pub. 

Even in Rhodesia, where sanctions meant 
you had to walk more than a mile for a 
Camel, you could still get fully blown on the 
poison of your choice. 


They may not have applauded the way he 
went about it, but certainly no reasonably 
informed Rhodesian would have denied a 
fireforce commando his right to relax. Para¬ 
chutes and helicopters, eight-minute stand¬ 
by — he was the most mobile soldier yet 
invented. He saw more combat, probably 
20 times more combat, than any member of 
any other unit. A one-year veteran of fire¬ 
force during the last three years of the war 
must have terminated, on separate occa¬ 
sions and from a distance no greater than the 
width of the average living room, at least 
15, probably 25, armed communist insur¬ 
gents, insurgents waiting in hiding for him. 
Armed insurgents hiding, while he ad¬ 
vanced toward them, usually straight and 
slow, with his balls retracted up into his rib 
cage. 

He was, by any odds, goddamn lucky to 
be alive. Much of his luck, of course, he 
owed to the nature of the game. It was 
airborne, loud and utterly terrifying to an 
unsophisticated enemy. No one could ques¬ 
tion his courage or his skill in dealing with 
an unrelentingly belligerent situation. He 
was the warrior, the champion of the cause. 

And he would live longer than the eight 
minutes it took to put the machines into the 
air. He was much luckier than the other one, 
the terr who would soon be staring into his 
cold eyes from a very short distance. The 
one who was about to die—of fireforce. X 
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SOP MILITARY AFFAIRS 


SOLID 

SHIELD ’87 

SOF Survives DoD Beach Party 

by G.B. Crouse Photos by Bill Foley 


T HIRTY meters off the coast of North Carolina, the first 
M60A1 tank went off the front of the landing craft — and 
all but disappeared beneath a huge wave. Not a good sign. Fred 
LaChance, the craftmaster for LCU (landing craft utility) 1662, 
decided he should take his boat in closer. Crouched in the back 
seat of a Hummer (the vehicle selected by the Marines to 
replace the jeep), which sits considerably closer to the ground 
than a tank, I was inclined to agree. Fred took us closer to the 
beach and the second tank went down the ramp. It was still 
deep, but I figured if we took it nice and slow we’d be all 
right. Our driver obviously didn’t agree with my assessment. 

He mumbled something about maybe getting wet and took off 
as if in pursuit of a new land-speed record. I could hear Fred 
yelling, “Slow down, slow down — you’re going too fast.’’ 

But if anything, we seemed to be gaining speed. 

We shot down the ramp and hit the water. Looking through 
the front windshield was like pressing your face against a fish 
tank. There just wasn’t anything there but murky green water. 
Our top hatch was open and water was pouring in. For a brief 
second, we just sort of sat there in the surf, waiting to sink. But 
then the front tires grabbed hold of the sand and we raced 
toward the beach. 

Finally, after 24 hours spent on ship, in the air and circling 
in a small boat off the coast, I was once again on dry land. 

The Department of Defense biannually observes a rite of 
spring peculiar unto itself. This spring was once again time for 
that rite, best known by its official title. Solid Shield ’87. More 
than 40,000 men and women representing all branches of the 
armed forces took part, which makes Solid Shield the largest 
recurring exercise held in the United States (although this year a 
second phase was added which involved amphibious landings in 
Honduras). 

Why it requires 40,000 troops to invade a small patch of 
swampy coastal North Carolina is something of a mystery. It 
would seem to beg the question: “How many men would be 
required to invade somewhere big, like northern Europe?” The 
answer lies not in the defense capability of the imaginary 
enemy, but in the continuing effort by DoD to keep everybody 
gainfully employed. 

Operation Solid Shield is described as a “joint-service, 
combined operation,” which is to say that, no matter what the 
operational requirements of the exercise, a mission is found for 
all the services. Sort of like writing a part into a 
movie-of-the-week script for the producer’s red-headed 
stepchild. Why would anyone make something more difficult 
and complicated than it needs to be? The answer, according to 
the Defense Department, is that Solid Shield is an “opportunity 


to employ and evaluate the joint interoperability of participating 
military units from all the services.” Hard to argue with that, 
harder even still to figure out what the hell it means. The 
explanation sounds more like an attempt to explain the presence 
of all those people than a good reason for having them all there. 
In fact, except for the public affairs people and a few senior 
commanders, no one seemed to know that “joint 
interoperability” was a central point of the exercise. 

Marines, soldiers, sailors, airmen and coast guardsmen doing 
the real work didn’t seem too concerned with concepts like 
“interoperability.” For them this was another week on the job 
and, other than an opportunity to see small parts of the other 
services at work and to be polite to visiting journalists, Solid 
Shield wasn’t anything terribly different from what they’ve done 
countless times before. 

Faced with a choice between observing the brass 
“interoperate” or going out with the troops, a decision wasn’t 
difficult to make. I decided to get with the grunts. This 
presented me with two options. I could either wait for them to 
land on the beach, or fly to the USS Saipan and make the 
landing with them. I figured that most of the press would be 
gathered on the beach hoping for a “photo opportunity.” 

Getting a good story usually means getting as far away from the 
rest of the press as possible. In addition to that, I’ve been to 
some of the world’s better beaches, and Onslow is not one of 
them. I opted for the Saipan. 

Not that fellow members of the press can’t make an 
assignment more tolerable, even enjoyable. Generally speaking, 
they drink to excess, tell funny stories and don’t smell too bad. 
Take Bill Foley, a photographer for Time Magazine, for 
instance. Bill had taken Pulitzer Prize-winning photos in Beirut 
and had probably seen more combat than any of the Marines in 
the exercise. His quick wit and feigned amazement at the 
incompetence of the “professionals” running the show were a 
source of continual amusement during the exercise. 

Another photographer, Greg Mathieson, also provided 
nonstop laughs. Armed only with searing sarcasm, Greg was 
constantly seeking, and finding, confrontation with the public 
affairs (PAO) personnel. He was so obnoxious that the PAO 
folks remembered him from past exercises (so did the waitress 
at Fred’s Fish House). Greg knew the system so well that he 
could create problems for the PAO folks just by walking into 
the room. This tendency of his did nothing to endear him to the 
PAO, but it quickly established him as a favorite with the rest 
of the press. 

Sadly, not all the journalists were great guys. Take Tracy 
Gray, a reporter for a local TV station, for instance. Gray, in 
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USS Saipan, LHA-2, steaming off the coast of North Carolina the 
day before the assault on Onslow Beach. 


the words of one Marine officer, was “truly clueless.” For the 
other journalists, Gray’s antics resulted in everything from 
raised eyebrows to hysterical laughter. For the Marines, 
however, Gray was anything but amusing. Whenever the press 
stepped off toward another “media event,” the rear of the 
column was invariably brought up by Tracy Gray and 
Lieutenant Scott Jack, a PAO officer, canying Gray’s gear. 
Gray, who obviously thought that covering Solid Shield was not 
unlike reporting from a church social, brought enough video 
and sound equipment to reshoot “Gone With the Wind” — but 
he didn’t bring anyone along to carry it. In the interest of 
maintaining good media relations, Lt. Jack humped Gray’s 
trash. With a stiff upper lip and the patience of a seasoned 
swineherd, Jack kept Gray moving. I don’t think that 
performing coolie work for the press was what Lt. Jack had in 
mind when he took his commission in the Marine Corps. But 
nonetheless he did it with a lot of patience and, I suspect, more 
than a few unchristian thoughts about Mr. Gray. 

The decision having been made to board the Saipan , all that 
was left to do was wait until 1300 for the choppers. Since I was 
carrying equipment, it would have been easiest to drive my 
rental car to the LZ, However, this was not permitted because 
“there wouldn’t be any place to park.” As it turned out, the LZ 
practically was a parking lot and there were enough parking 
spaces to accommodate a Miami Dolphins play-off game. Oh 
well, score another one for the PAO. 

Thirteen hundred came and went but the choppers didn’t. It 
was nice to see that some things, of which Marine Corps 
aviation is apparently one, do not change. I don’t think anyone 
who had ever done something like this before really expected 
the choppers to appear on schedule, but what made things 
frustrating was that, in true military fashion, we had been asked 
to assemble at no later than 1100, so that we could board the 
helos at 1300 and arrive onboard Saipan some 45 minutes later. 

I chose not to ask why it was necessary to muster two hours 
prior to launch, figuring the answer probably wouldn’t have 
much to do with the question. PAO people could be clever that 
way. Sometime around 1430 the familiar sound of incoming 
CH-46s reached the assembled reporters, photographers and 
Marines. Everyone, groggy from the heat and humidity, got to 
their feet, tried to remember which helo team they were 
assigned to and got ready to board the rapidly approaching 
birds. The helos made a fast approach and flew away at the 
same speed — without having landed. Everyone dropped their 
gear, mumbled some vague obscenities about helicopters, pilots 
and whoever made up the schedule at HQ, and sat back down. 

Everyone, that is, except two enlisted Marines with a video 


camera who were going around taking pictures of everyone and 
everything. They were so thorough about getting everyone’s 
face on tape that I began to think this was one of those films 
they were going to show on the five o’clock news as they were 
describing the terrible helicopter crash at Camp Lejeune. 
Whenever the president boards Air Force One, it is said that he 
always turns and waves to the crowd, even if there isn’t one, 
just so they will have the “last pictures” of the poor man just 
before he died. It is a pity that the commander-in-chief doesn’t 
have more faith in his Air Force than that. Thinking that if the 
goons with the camera didn’t get my picture I somehow 
couldn’t be one of the victims, I pulled my hat low over my 
eyes, turned up my Walkman and tried to stay out of their view 
until the choppers came. 

Which, mercifully, they did, a short time later. We repeated 
the drill of mounting up, formed into two helo teams, which 
divided nicely into the number of helicopters, and moved out to 
board. Damned if the movie crew didn’t chase us all the way to 
the birds, camera rolling all the way. I considered turning and 
waving at them in my best presidential manner, but thinking 
that that might be tempting fate, I went on into the chopper. 

A CH-46 will accommodate 13 combat-loaded grunts, or 
seven journalists, one Marine and Tracy Gray and his gear. 
After everyone was settled and strapped in, the pilot pulled up 
his collective and we were off. After a 45-minute flight we 
arrived on LHA-2, better known as the USS Saipan. 



ABOVE: Landing craft approaching the open stern gate of USS 
Saipan . 


BELOW: An AAV7A1, or amtrac, capable of carrying 25 
combat-loaded Marines, nears the beach. 
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I’d served onboard the Saipan before. But I had been a grunt 
then, and this trip was to be a little different. Our first stop was 
the officers’ wardroom and “lounge,” a compartment I hadn’t 
visited as a corporal. In those days I lived in the bowels of the 
ship and somehow I always had the impression that the Navy 
found it entirely appropriate that Marines should live in the 
“bowels” of the ship. But the Navy was considerably more 
hospitable this time around and I soon found myself reclining in 
the lounge having a cool drink (of water: Navy ships are still 
dry) and chatting with a captain (0-6 in the Navy) and a 
lieutenant commander or two. They were calling me Mr. 

Crouse and I was calling them Bill and Steve and Harry or 
whatever and getting along just famously. If, as an enlisted 
Marine, anyone had told me this would one day be happening, I 
would have had trouble stopping my laughter long enough to 
bet the farm that they were wrong. 

First on the agenda was a tour of the ship. From past 
experiences I was as familiar with the ship as I deemed 
necessary, so I passed on the tour and continued to lounge 
around the lounge. I reckoned that, for those who hadn’t seen 
the Saipan before, the tour would be an impressive display, for 
the Saipan is an impressive ship. 


LHA-2 was the second ship of the Tarawa class and the 
second ship to bear the name Saipan, sight of the Marines’ 
victory in the Pacific in 1944. They broke the bottle on Saipan 
in 1974, and she has been busy ever since. The ship has 
participated in everything from Fourth of July celebrations in 
New York City to assisting in the rescue of Cuban refugees off 
the coast of Florida. Although most of the ship’s long 
deployments take her to the Mediterranean and the North 
Atlantic, she has also served in the Caribbean, steaming off the 
coast of Nicaragua during the fall of Somoza, ready to rescue 
American citizens if necessary. Saipan also participated in 
Urgent Fury, the liberation of Grenada. 

Saipan’s primary mission is to launch a Marine Corps’ 
landing force in helicopters. Toward that end, she can carry up 
to 35 helos in addition to eight Marine AV-8B Harrier jets. 

Also onboard are 400,000 gallons of jet fuel. There is never 
any doubt while onboard Saipan that the helos are everyone’s 
principal concern. Their operation and maintenance take 
precedence over all other activities. They launch and land from 
dawn until dusk (and occasionally during hours of darkness), 
going God knows where and doing God knows what. 

The emphasis on aviation manifests itself in ways that are not 
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Tides and beach gradient don't always permit dry landings. Hen? 1 , 
Marines wade through the surf after disembarking from an I*6M. 


Tasty defensive position. Marine on left carries new 9mm Beretta 
-92F service pistol. 
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always appreciated by everyone onboard ship. Chow lines, 
which for the crew and embarked Marines can be rather long, 
are frequently made longer by Marines from the air wing 
jumping to the front. They are on duty and I suppose it is 
important that they return to work, but going to the front of the 
line doesn’t win them any fans among the grunts, who are not 
kindly disposed toward the Marines who “swing with the 
wing,” as it is. 

While most of the infantry in an assault will go ashore in 
helicopters and LVTP-7s (amphibious tractors, or amtracs), as 
much as one third of the grunts and the majority of support 
personnel still go ashore by landing craft. Saipan 's well deck 
(the part of the ship that opens to the sea to allow boat traffic to 


M60A1 tank. In the background are, 
from left to right, an LCM and two 
LCUs. 


enter, load supplies and depart) can carry about seven landing 
craft, depending on type. Also below is space for up to 200 
vehicles, including tanks and artillery pieces. I was informed 
that I would be leaving the ship at 0400 the next morning via 
the well deck, in an LCU. 

The balance of my short time on the Saipan was spent in 
briefings, interviews and dinner in the wardroom. The briefings 
consisted of explanations from the Marine air and ground 
commanders on the objectives of their respective commands. It 
all looked pretty good on the maps and charts and diagrams. If 
I didn’t pay real close attention during the briefings it was 
because I’d been there before. Amphibious landings are the 
most difficult of military undertakings and, despite all the 
planning and preparation, once a landing begins it often bears 
no resemblance to the carefully prepared plans and timetables. 

Despite the presence of the media and half the brass on the 
East Coast, Solid Shield ’87 was to be no different than 
countless other amphibious landings. That is, eveiything went 
along just fine right up until the time the operation was 
supposed to start. And then the Saipan's slowly opening stem 



Marines’ new Light Armored Vehicle (LAV). The Corps will 
eventually field three LAV battalions, with various configurations 
for antitank (TOW), mortar, logistics, command and control, and 
maintenance/recQveiy, 


M60 crew of the 1st Battalion, Sixth Marines, moves inland. 
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M109A2 SP 155mm howitzer of the 10th Marines hits the beach. 


gate revealed fog. Not your garden variety fog, but really thick 
fog. Thick enough in fact that it looked like we could have left 
the landing craft in Saipan's well deck and walked to the beach. 

The morning began with reveille at 0300. Personnel going 
ashore would need to be in the well deck and on their boats by 
0330. Launch from the Saipan was scheduled for 0430, putting 
us on the beach sometime shortly after 0630. But, if fog was a 
major problem for the boats, it was an impossible obstacle for 
the helicopters. So the stem gate was closed, and we sat back 
to wait. 

Generally speaking, the best part of being on a landing craft 
is getting off the damned thing. Aside from vulnerability to 
enemy fire, they pitch and roll, water splashes over the gun’ls, 
and Marines and sailors get very wet while moving toward the 
beach at 12 knots. There wouldn’t be any enemy fire today, but 
all the other unpleasantness, combined with the boredom of 
waiting, would ordinarily have made for a very long morning. 
But LCU 1662 was no ordinary boat. 

I should have known that when I went aboard and saw the 
words from a George Thorogood song, “Bad to the Bone,” 
painted in billboard-sized letters on the front of the pilot house. 
But that was at 0330 and it’s probably safe to say that I wasn’t 
really awake yet. After the delay was announced, I found a 
comfortable comer of the boat and — in true Marine fashion — 
went to sleep. In the meantime, Lieutenant Scott Simmons, an 
officer of Assault Craft Unit Two, had found out there was 
someone from Soldier of Fortune on the boat. He obviously 
didn’t think that sleeping was part of my job — a sentiment 
Bob Brown would probably agree with — and informed me that 
what I should be doing was getting to know something about 
the boat and its crew. He introduced me to 1662’s boss, Fred 
G. LaChance. 

Frankly I was more interested in catching up on my sleep than I 
was in a guided tour of a 135-foot hunk of gray steel, and I took a 
rather dim view of officers waking me up. But that changed. Fred, 
a Vietnam veteran with 16 years in the Navy, is sort of a good old 
boy, and the first thing he suggested was that he have his cook fix 
me some breakfast. That got my attention fast. Behind Fred’s good 
old boy demeanor there was a shrewd mind at work. The PAO 
staff could learn something about handling the press from Fred. 

LCUs are self-contained. Their crews eat, sleep and work 
onboard the boat, unlike the smaller landing craft, whose crews 
live on the ship. LCUs guard their independence jealously, and 
after eating breakfast I understood why. This wasn’t 
institutional food prepared for a couple of thousand people, this 
was real food. It tasted more like Mom’s than Uncle Sam’s. 
After eating I was more than agreeable to a tour of this fine 
boat. And after the tour it probably wouldn’t have taken more 
than a couple of beers to convince me to join the Navy — if I 
could serve with Fred and his gang. 

LCUs are the largest of the Navy’s landing craft, and the 
only craft in the Navy commanded by enlisted men. Assault 
waves go ashore in amtracs, the second and third waves in the 


smaller craft, and then the LCUs start bringing in the heavy 
equipment and supplies, or up to 400 combat-loaded Marines. 
With waves theoretically hitting the beach a mere eight minutes 
apart, there are no guarantees that the beach will be free of 
enemy weapons or that the boat’s approach will be unopposed. 
Accordingly, LCUs carry two .50-caliber machine guns and 
Ml6s for each crew member. 

The crew of 1662 reminded me more of McHale’s Navy than 
they did of the Navy’s “it’s an adventure” recruiting ads. They 
certainly cared a great deal about their boat and their mission, 
but that wasn’t going to keep them from having a good time. 

As Fred gave me the guided tour, which included videotapes of 
drunken crew members returning from liberty, and introduced 
me to the crew (including the engineer, Leonard Stokes, who 
has been known to eat live cockroaches), I realized that it 
would probably be impossible to find any powered vessel in the 
Navy with better morale or more camaraderie than they have on 
1662. One indication of the crew’s attitude came in the wake of 
a recent fire they had onboard. Rather than miss this 
deployment because of the time needed for a civilian contractor 
to make repairs, the crew had undertaken the job themselves. 
Not only had they saved the taxpayers some $15,000, the crew 
finished the work 15 days ahead of schedule, allowing them to 
participate in Solid Shield. 

During their first trip to the beach for Solid Shield, 1662 was 
carrying three tanks and their crews, a couple of Hummers and 
me. When the fog finally cleared, we backed out of the 
Saipan's well deck and began circling with the other boats. As 
we waited for our turn to head for the beach, helos ferried in 
loads of grunts and the Harriers made their high-speed passes 
overhead. At last we pointed the bow toward the beach and 
picked up speed. 

Leaving 1662 in the back seat of a Hummer being driven by 
a lunatic lance corporal, I began to feel sort of ambiguous about 


LAV crossing shallow stream. Unlike its Army counterpart, the 
Bradley AFV, the LAV can enter the water at high speeds without 
sinking. 
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being on the beach. Of course that was the point of the 
exercise, but life had been pretty good on Fred’s boat. For the 
first time, even though I had been a Marine, I wondered if 
maybe the people who stayed in the landing craft when the 
Marines got out weren’t just a little smarter than their 
passengers. 

At last, well-fed, a little wet from the drive through the surf 
and several hours behind schedule, there I was on the beach. 
After a brief delay while the engineers took care of some 
unexploded ordnance, we were on our way to the front. Riding 
in the back of a “six-by” with a couple of other journalists and 
a crazed gunnery sergeant, I figured that finally I could get 
down to serious business. I was wrong. 

Understandably, delays caused by the fog had seriously 
disrupted the timetable for the operation. Being in the right 
place at the right time for the major events of the day now 
required guesswork rather than simply consulting the schedule. 
For my escort, Marine Lt. Bill Taylor (who was recently 
selected for promotion to captain), the first step was to add the 
number of hours of delay to the time of a particular event and 
be there at the adjusted time. But this formula didn’t seem to be 
working, and we found ourselves driving from one location to 
another, always arriving to find out that we were too late, too 
early or that the event had been canceled. The action seemed to 
be going on all around us, but seldom where we happened to be 
standing. 

An opposed helicopter assault looked to be a good place to 
see some of the grunts at work. But the “aggressors” 
(ridiculously dressed in half-desert and half-jungle camouflage) 
decided we were compromising their positions and demanded 
that we leave. After much arguing we did. I spent the rest of 
the day happy knowing that, since they were die bad guys, they 
would certainly be overrun by the attacking Marines. Earlier we 
had arrived at the scene of the big battle for a ditch, but the 
batde by that time had moved some klicks inland. I decided the 
only reasonable option left for the morning was to head inland 
ourselves — for lunch. 

We met up with several other reporters and headed for the 
deli. Over lunch the other journalists and I traded horror stories 
about how screwed up things were. I was happy to find that I 
wasn’t the only one who seemed to be missing the action. 

Others were having the same problem. The main problem 
seemed to be the man in charge, an Air Force lieutenant colonel 
named Tom, who was running PAO for Solid Shield. He 
established silly procedures such as escorts for all journalists or 
groups of journalists, failed to properly brief journalists, which 
led to situations like that of Tracy Gray, and misled reporters. 

In one case the question regarded the presence of Navy SEALs. 
The colonel denied their presence, but then positioned the 
photographers for the landing next to the SEALs’ harbor site on 
the beach. When photographers began taking pictures of the 
nonexistent SEALs, Tom became very distressed. 

Fred Francais of NBC later recounted a conversation he had 
had with the colonel. Fred and his crew were on the beach 
waiting for the landing when it became obvious that the assault 
was too far away from the presses’ position for good photos. 
When Fred suggested that they move down the beach, he was 
told that wasn’t possible. As an alternative the colonel said he 
would call the fleet and have the ships move closer to the 
reporters. Needless to say, the ships didn’t move. Fred and 
Tom had clashed earlier when the good colonel informed Fred 
and his crew that they would need to meet at the PAO building 
at 0400 in order to be on the beach (a 20-minute drive) for the 
landing at 0600. Fred, who knows how the game is played, 
refused and suggested they call a certain admiral at fleet 
headquarters in Norfolk, Virginia. The colonel, who also knows 
how the game is played, backed down. 

After lunch things began to sort themselves out. Moving 
through the backwoods of Camp Lejeune, we were able to 
observe the grunts aggressively pursuing their objectives. 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the operation was the 
equipment and vehicles the Marines had at their disposal. 


Hummers were everywhere. Some were equipped with the new 
40mm Mark 19 Mod 3 automatic grenade launchers, others with 
TOWs. There wasn’t a jeep in sight; in fact, if you even 
mentioned jeeps, the younger Marines looked at you as if you’d 
served in the horse cavalry. A mention of Mules, small vehicles 
used by mortar and antitank platoons in my day, would have 
them thinking you’d served during the dark ages. 

From just a few years before, the uniforms, helmets, boots, 
flak jackets and service rifles were all different. Squad 
automatic weapons, gone since the days of the Browning 
Automatic Rifle, were everywhere. Not only are the Marines 
sporting a lot of new gear, they seem to have it in abundance. 
The days of doing virtually “anything, with nothing, forever” 
seemed long gone as I watched columns of heavily loaded 
grunts go by, armed with equipment I’d only seen on the pages 
of the Marine Corps Gazette during my service. 

But even with all the new equipment, some things were still 
missing from the rifle companies — bodies. First Battalion, 
Sixth Marines, was at 87 percent of its authorized strength. The 
battalion commander, Lt. Col. Green, was rather proud of that. 
In fact he told me that was roughly the same number of troops 
1/6 had taken on its last deployment to the Mediterranean. But 
some of the rifle squads were operating with as few as six to 
eight men, rather than the 13 called for by the table of 
organization. And this was happening in a Marine Corps that 
has all the personnel Congress will allow. The Marines seem to 


“Photographers began taking 
pictures of the nonexistent 
SEALs.” 


fill every billet in the Corps before finally giving people to the 
grunts. 

But the shortages didn’t seem to deter the battalion from 
accomplishing its mission, which called for a helicopter assault 
some six miles inland from the beach, attacking enemy 
positions and seizing strategic crossing points on the New 
River. The opposite shore was taken by Charlie Company, 
which crossed the river in rubber boats later that night. Its 
mission was to secure the shore and have a look around for 
enemy positions. That way, when the balance of the battalion 
came across, there wouldn’t be any surprises awaiting them. A 
difficult evolution, but something they had practiced many 
times before. 

The only difficulties encountered were the boats themselves. 
Unlike everything else in the battalion, they were rather old. In 
addition, they were rather overloaded. Two lost their bottoms 
on the way across and the Marines had to put onto a sandbar 
and walk ashore. Sort of embarrassing. That took time, and 
when the remaining boats finally made the opposite shore, the 
amtracs ferrying the rest of the battalion were already arriving. 

While BLT 1/6 was taking ground and seizing its objectives. 
First Battalion, Eighth Marines (BLT 1/8), was crossing the 
beach in amtracs and quickly moving inland. Marines from 
other battalions at Lejeune were in positions behind the beaches 
and scattered around the landing zones (LZ) in the operational 
area, playing the role of “aggressors.” That’s an odd thing to 
call them, since their mission seemed to consist of sitting 
around waiting to be attacked and overrun by the “good guys.” 
The most serious obstacle the advance encountered was a 
Soviet-style complex barrier consisting of mine fields, 
concertina wire, log post fences and a huge ditch. To no one’s 
surprise, and with the help of combat engineers, the Marines 
were able to take this and all their other objectives. 

By late afternoon, the first day’s objectives had been taken 
and the grunts were settling into their night defensive positions. 

Continued on page 92 
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4 4]V/f AYDAY, Mayday, Mayday!” It 
lV-lwas January 1945. Over the 
western section of New York state an air¬ 
man was unknowingly about to make his¬ 
tory. Finding himself in an aircraft that sud¬ 
denly did not want to fly, the pilot declared 
an emergency, gave his position and bailed 
out. Seriously injured and badly shaken 
from the emergency and parachute ride, he 
sought refuge in a snowbound farmhouse. 
An experimental version of the Bell Model 
47 helicopter was located. A physician was 
loaded into the helicopter and flown to the 
farmhouse to provide care until a ground 
ambulance, led by a snowplow, could gain 
access to the patient. Thus was bom the use 
of the helicopter as a rapid emergency 
medical transport system. 

In pre-twentieth century warfare, the re¬ 
cipient of even a minor wound had little 
chance of surviving. If the wound wasn’t 
severe enough to kill him outright, infection 
would probably claim him within days. 

The last 100 years have seen remarkable 
advances in all technologies. Anesthesia 
was discovered, thus enabling surgery to be 
performed painlessly. The process of infec¬ 
tion was explored and steps developed to 
prevent it. Later, antibiotics were de¬ 
veloped to fight infections that had not been 
prevented. The medical community began 
to realize the importance of blood and the 
significance of its loss. An understanding of 
shock, the inadequate profusion of vital 
organs, was gained. 

During World War II the services real¬ 
ized that a medic in the field could not only 
apply dressings to stem the flow of blood, 
but could also administer plasma in¬ 
travenously to help replace some of the 
blood that had been lost. If a patient could 
be moved to a field hospital quickly, 
surgeons could repair or remove a damaged 
limb. They could stabilize the patient far¬ 
ther and ship him to a larger hospital where 
more advanced treatment could be ren¬ 
dered. 

In Europe, there was a sufficient number 
of roads intact and ample vehicles to trans¬ 
port the wounded from the front lines to 
medical facilities in the rear. Only rarely did 
a unit find itself cut off from adequate 
means of transporting its wounded to a hos¬ 
pital. Similarly, in the Pacific, wounded 
were shuttled from islands to ships moored 
offshore. There the wounded received 
prompt attention in well-equipped sick 
bays. Then came Korea. 

In many respects the Korean War was 
different from anything in which the United 
States had previously been involved. Ex¬ 
tremely rugged terrain, severe climate and 
the less-than-total involvement of U.S. re¬ 
sources contributed to many small-unit ac¬ 
tions that were relatively isolated from large 
bodies of troops. These units, of course, had 
medics, but once the patient was given 
emergency field treatment, transport could 
not be arranged as easily as it had been in 
past conflicts. 

To help overcome this critical situation, 
MASH (Mobile Army Surgical Hospital) 



SOW AVIATION 

DUSTOFF 

Heliborne Medevac 
from Korea to Grenada 
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and their perspective changed. 

Enter the helicopter. Bell's Model 47 
came into its own over the hostile Korean 
countryside. This little two-passenger 
“whirlybird” was used essentially as a 
truck. Summer mud and winter ice didn’t 
stop it. Narrow, poor-quality roads didn’t 
slow it down. It carried supplies, messages 
and reconnaissance specialists, and pro¬ 
vided an airborne radio relay station when 
needed. 

Pilots forced to eject over the desolate 
countryside had a long walk back to friendly 
lines. Evasion by Occidentals in a land of 
Orientals was particularly difficult. What 
was needed was a way to pick up a pilot 
shortly after he touched the ground. Again 
the Model 47 was called upon to fill the bill. 
Since it didn’t need an airstrip to land, the 
helicopter was the ideal choice. It could zip 
in and extract a downed airman often before 
ground forces could even be mobilized to 
search for him. It soon followed that, 
equipped with a litter rack on each skid, the 
helicopter was the ideal means of transport¬ 
ing seriously wounded soldiers to MASH 
units. 

During the Korean conflict, more than 
22,000 wounded were evacuated by this 
means. At the end of the war there were six 
detachments of six helicopters each used 

BELOW: A wounded soldier is hurriedly 
placed aboard a Blackhawk. Since its 
inception during the Korean War, heliborne 
medical evacuation has become 
part-and-parcel of the casevac chain. Photo: 
Sikorsky 


ABOVE: A casualty is placed aboard a Bell 
Model 47 during the Korean War, 
birthplace of the heliborne medevac unit. 
Photo: Bell Helicopter 
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units were developed. These field hospitals, 
complete with surgeries, operated out of 
tents and could be moved from place to 
place as requirements demanded. With this 
development, evacuation distance was re¬ 
duced, but the patient still had to be trans¬ 
ported to the MASH complex. 

The medical branch was not the only one 
encountering problems due to terrain. Even¬ 
tually commanders realized that forward 
observers for artillery units could do a much 
better job if their mobility were increased 


LEFT: Wounded GI is hustled toward 
waiting dustoff bird. Photo: DoD 
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exclusively for medevac. It was a 
tremendous boost to morale knowing that if 
you were wounded, you could be in a hos¬ 
pital in a very short time, usually about 30 
minutes. According to Bell Helicopter, 80 
percent of all front-line evacuations during 
the war were performed by a variant of the 
Model 47. 

But the helicopter’s medevac role didn’t 
end with Korea.... 


“Dust Off, Dust Off, this is Black Bear, 
Black Bear, over.” 

“Black Bear, this is Dust Off. Go 
ahead.” 

“Dust Off, Black Bear. We have three 
Wounded at LZ Baker. Will pop smoke on 
your signal. The LZ is hot, repeat, the LZ is 
hot, over.” 

“Black Bear, Dust Off. Roger that. 
Smoke on my signal, three wounded, the 
LZ is hot. I’m about 10 minutes out.” 

Vietnam — another war in another 
Southeast Asian country. Twenty years af¬ 
ter Korea, Americans were still fighting and 
dying to protect others from communist 
tyranny, this time in jungles rather than 
mountains. This time there were little more 
than trails rather than poor roads. Vietnam 
— truly the “helicopter war.” Lessons 
learned in Korea had taught the American 
military how invaluable the helicopter was 
in this type of situation. 

After 27 years of production, the Model 
47 had been replaced. In June 1959, the first 
HU-1A (Helicopter, Utility — Model 1A) 
went into service. Officially the Army 
named this type the Iroquois, after an Indian 
tribe, following the policy of giving all its 
aircraft Indian names. The real Army — the 
grunts — however, took one look at its 
model designation and the HU-1A Iroquois 
quickly became the HU-1A Huey. Even 
after the army changed the series designa¬ 
tion to UH-1, the GIs couldn’t be fooled — 
it was still the Huey. 

The original Huey was designed to carry 
800 pounds of men and/or equipment. It had 
a mission radius of 100 nautical miles. One 
important design specification was that it be 
constructed to allow field maintenance. 
Another was that it had to be transportable 
by cargo plane. Later model variants in¬ 
cluded hinged rotors, which increased ma¬ 
neuverability, a myriad of armaments, and 
more powerful engines. The “E” Model 
came equipped with a hoist. This was used 
for sling-loading equipment and extracting 
personnel when a landing was impractical. 
The “D” Model was physically larger than 
its predecessors. It could carry more and 
carry it farther. The substitution of a more 
powerful engine resulted in the UH-1D 
being redesignated the UH-1H. 

In April 1962, the first air ambulance unit 
deployed to Vietnam. Its radio call sign was 
“Dust Off.” Just as “Huey” replaced 
“Iroquois,” “Dust Off’ became synony¬ 
mous with “medevac.” Initially, medevacs 
carried a pilot, copilot and two crewmen. 
They could transport two litter patients and 
one ambulatory patient. As the payload ca- 



RHODESIAN DUSTOFF 

It was October 1977. Guerrillas from 
communist-backed Joshua Nkomo and 
Robert Mugabe’s forces were flooding 
into embattled Rhodesia. 

We called them “terrs,” and it was 
our job to stop them. 

Three Commando, 1st Battalion, 
Rhodesian Light Infantry, was pulling 
fireforce duties out of Mtoko in the rug¬ 
ged northeastern countryside. Our day- 
to-day mission was to react to terrorist 
sightings, hop out to the area via Alou- 
ette III choppers or our ParaDak and, in 
the words of another southern Africa 
fighter of some years past, “Find, fix 
and finish the enemy.” 

One hellishly hot afternoon a Police 
Reserve Air Wing pilot spotted what 
looked like a terr base camp. We re¬ 
sponded. After tromping around the 
AO, we came up blank. Neither we on 
the ground nor the Alouettes in the air 
had spotted anything. 

We were wrapping up the scene and 
awaiting chopper pickup when a burst of 
AK fire sent us diving for dirt. One of 
my corporals had been gunned by a terr 
hiding in thick scrub running alongside a 
nearby streambed, 

I quickly organized a sweep line and 
cautiously moved back into the area. 

Within minutes I hit die edge of a 
small clearing adjoining the stream. I 
caught movement out of the corner of 
my eye; seconds later, I was 
spreadeagled on the ground, blood pour¬ 
ing out of five AK-47 bullet holes in my 
neck, arm and chest 

The rest of 11 Troop finally sorted out 
that terr, as well as two others. My con¬ 
dition, though, was quickly going criti¬ 
cal from blood loss and shock. Our 


Alouette from 7 Squadron, Rhodesian Air 
Force, takes African child wounded by 
terrorist gunfire onboard* All pilots of 7 
Squadron were expected to — and did — 
pick up casualties whenever and wherever 
they were called* 

.'; ■'[. K ; • >!•' ^ 

medic, American John Buff, did what he 
could, but without immediate evacua¬ 
tion, my tour in Rhodesia would reach 
an abrupt end before nightfall. 

Thick brush and boulder-covered hill¬ 
ocks made LZ preparation nearly impos¬ 
sible; our two machetes just couldn’t 
handle the task. 

Up above, Squadron Leader Taylor 
was circling in his Alouette. He looked 
at the terrain, looked at the time, then 
carefully started a direct descent. His 
three metal-tipped rotor blades bit into 
trees and shrub, chopping like a lawn- 
mower, until the wheels touched 
ground. I was loaded onboard; Taylor 
went vertical, blades hitting branches 
he’d missed on the way down. 

We made it out and, within a few 
hours, I was on the operating table in 
Salisbury’s Andrew Fleming Hospital. 

Taylor stood to lose his own life and 
that of his crew chief, Adrian Rosen¬ 
berg, in making that pickup. During my 
years in Rhodesia, I watched the chop¬ 
per pilots of 7 Squadron, Rhodesian Air 
Force, go in under heavy fire and the 
worst conditions time and again to pull 
out wounded troops. 

“It was part of the job/’ an American 
chopper pilot who flew in Vietnam and 
Rhodesia told me a while back. “You 
just never thought about not going in. * ’ 

We called them casevacs in Rhodesia 
and medevacs in Vietnam. I think the 
term “Hfesaver” fits them both. 

— John Coleman 
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pabilities of the Huey grew, so did the num¬ 
ber of patients the dustoff could carry. The 
UH-1D, which became operative in May 
*63, could carry six litter patients or nine 
ambulatory patients in addition to its four 
crewmen. It had a payload of4,000 pounds. 

Crewmen of these air ambulances were 
probably the most universally respected 
group to have been engaged in that conflict. 
Whether the landing zone was secure or 
“hot,” they would make the pickup. A 
brother-in-arms was dying, and they con¬ 
sidered it their personal responsibility to get 
him out alive. 

Vietnam saw an increase in the use of 
“bush hats,” or no hats, as opposed to the 
steel pot worn by previous generations of 
fighting men. As a consequence, there was 
a drastic increase in the percentage of head 
wounds. Head wounds, whether in the civil¬ 
ian or military environment, are always 
considered a serious injury until proven 
otherwise. 

Additionally, the terrain was ideally 
suited for mechanical ambushes, one of 
Charlie’s favorite techniques. Skillfully 
used, booby traps could achieve much more 
than an equal number of infantrymen, thus 
greatly increasing the ground troops’ frus¬ 
tration. They forced all movement to be 
slow and deliberate. The most common arti¬ 
cles, even in one’s own compound, had to 
be checked. Psychologically, the effects 
were tremendous. More often than not, the 
person tripping the booby trap would end up 
seriously injured rather than killed. This 
would slow his unit down even more, for 
now they had a wounded comrade to treat. It 
is for this same purpose that point men were 
wounded rather than killed outright during 
small ambushes. The bad guys knew a 
medic would crawl out to care for the in¬ 
jured man, and they could pick off the 
medic. This would leave a small unit with 
one wounded man and no medic. Demoral¬ 
ized, overcautious, and with at least one 
asset converted to a liability, die unit’s use¬ 
fulness was greatly compromised. 

Warriors in the past accomplished objec¬ 
tives by killing their opponents and taking 
ground. This was not the case in Vietnam. 
Objectives and the value of a particular 
piece of real estate changed almost weekly. 
Here, Charlie’s objective was to make a 
very determined opponent give up the fight 
and withdraw. The psychological as well as 
physical effects of wounding were obvious¬ 
ly more productive than killing the enemy 
outright. 

Dustoff provided the best counter imag¬ 
inable to this type of warfare. Virtual su¬ 
premacy in the air, coupled with the Huey’s 
capability to operate in almost any weather 
conditions, essentially guaranteed that a 
wounded man stood a good chance of sur¬ 
viving. No conventional-unit ground 
pounder was more than 35 minutes away 
from a medical facility equipped to provide 
definitive, lifesaving care. 

Airborne triage became a routine practice. 

Continued on page 90 



Medevac leaves the Binh Dinh Valley after 
picking up wounded troops during 
Operation Masher in January 1966. 

Photo: DoD 

BY ANY 

OTHER NAME... 

Every grunt who humped a ruck in 
Vietnam knew the term “Dust Off.” It 
was a standard call sign for medical 
evacuation helicopters whether you 
were a river rat in the Delta or an LRRP 
on the DMZ. 

And that’s what made the Dust Off 
call sign unique. Other Army Aviation 
call signs tended to change from unit to 
unit. A gunship might go by the handle 
“Cobra” in one aviation company, 
while the same-type aircraft in another 
unit might fly under “Stingray.” 

Dust Off, however, became synony¬ 
mous with medevac. 

It’s generally accepted that Dust Off 
originated as an aviation radio call sign, 
but how it was chosen and why it stuck 
are where accounts tend to vary . 

Dust Off — Army Aeromedical 
Evacuation in Vietnam by Peter Dorland 
and James Nanney provides what may 
be the definitive accounting of call sign 
Dust Off’s origin. According to the au¬ 
thors, it came into being shortly after the 
first air ambulance unit, the 57th Medi¬ 
cal Detachment (Helicopter Ambulance) 
arrived in Vietnam in April 1962. 

“For the past year [1962-63],” Dor- 
land and Nanney write, “the 57th had 
worked without a tactical call sign, 
simply using ‘Army’ and the tail number 
of the aircraft.. *. Major Spencer [Maj. 
Lloyd E. Spencer, who assumed com¬ 
mand of the 57th in February 1963] de¬ 
cided that this slapdash system had to 
go. In Saigon he visited Navy Support 
Activity, which controlled all the call 
words in South Vietnam. He received a 
Signal Operations Instructions book that 
listed all the unused call words. Most 
f :.. were more suitable for assault units 
than for medical evacuation units. But 
one entry, /Dust Off,’ epitomized the 
57th’s medical evacuation missions. 
Since the countryside then was dry and 
dusty, helicopter pickups in the field 
often blew dust, dirt, blankets and shel¬ 
ter halves all over the men on the 
ground. By adopting ‘Dust Off,* 
Spencer found for Army aeromedical 
evacuation in Vietnam a name that lasted 
the rest of the war.” 


The Dustoff Association, an organi¬ 
zation of helicopter pilots who flew 
medevacs in Vietnam, concurs. 

“The association derives its name —~ 
‘Dustoff — from the radio call sign that 
was given to the first aeromedical heli¬ 
copter unit in Vietnam,” states its mem¬ 
bership booklet. “Though call signs reg¬ 
ularly changed, both the ground and 
aviation units refused to refer to these 
evacuation helicopters by any other call 
sign. Throughout Vietnam all evacua¬ 
tion helicopters assumed the call sign 
‘Dustoff followed by a numerical des¬ 
ignation, and no one ever attempted to 
change this through the remainder of the 
conflict.” 

(According to a number of pilots who 
flew with the 1st Cavalry Division [Air¬ 
mobile] in Vietnam, however, their call 
sign for medical evacuation standard¬ 
ized as “Medevac” rather than Dust 
Off, although another source believes 
that Dust Off became prevalent in the 
Cav during the post-1967 period.) 

British Army Lieutenant Colonel 
David Miller, in The Vietnam War — 
The Illustrated History of the Conflict in 
Southeast Asia , writes: “ ‘Dust-Off 
Bell UH-lHs — named from the radio 
call sign of Major Charles Kelly, a 
famed pilot killed in action in 1964,” 
apparently attributing Dust Off to Kelly. 
(Major Kelly commanded the 57th Med. 
Det. from 11 January 1964 until his 
death in action on 1 July.) 

According to a senior aviation source 
at Fort Rucker, Alabama, who confirms 
Maj. Spencer as the implementor of call 
sign Dust Off, its use up until Maj. Kel¬ 
ly’s death was only spotty. Afterward, 
because of Kelly’s gallantry and dedica¬ 
tion to the helicopter medical evacuation 
concept. Dust Off gained wider recogni¬ 
tion and acceptance, becoming some¬ 
thing of a fixed call sign by 1967. 

Perhaps one reason for the widespread 
use of the Dust Off call sign centered 
around radio frequencies — specifical¬ 
ly, emergency frequencies. Although 
sometimes varying between major com¬ 
mands, certain VHF, UHF and FM ffeqs 
standardized as emergency channels. 
It’s possible that call sign “Dust Off ’ 
was heard on these ffeqs and spread to 
other aviation units involved in medevac 
ops, then integrated into ground force 
terminology, eventually becoming SOP 
theater-wide. 

As a generic term, Dorland and Nan¬ 
ney probably hit the nail on the head 
when they described dustoff in terms of 
the effects of rotor prop wash. Medevacs 
landed anywhere and everywhere, blow¬ 
ing everyone and everything not tied 
down to the four corners of an LZ. 

For grunts on the receiving end, the 
word “dust” in Dust Off, at least, was 
manifestly self-evident. 

— John Coleman 
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M AY 1st. May Day. A time for workers 
of the world to unite in socialist 
brotherhood and Marxist harmony; the day 
when leftist comrades crawled out onto the 
earthquake-tom streets of San Salvador, 
damned the “Yankee imperialists,” then 
oozed away to report another job well done 
to their masters. 

SOF correspondent Steve Salisbury and I 
were lucky enough, if luck’s the right word 
for it, to land in El Salvador in time to catch 
the May Day festivities in the capital. Dur¬ 
ing the 30-minute ride from the airport to 
San Salvador, we asked our cabbie what 
kind of action we could expect in town. 

“Oh, maybe a riot. Or a bomb or two. 
We might even get stopped by the guerrillas 
on our way in.” 

I pulled all of my SOF and military press 
IDs out of my wallet and stashed them in my 
boot, just in case. We passed three govern¬ 
ment checkpoints on the way, but I guess 
the Gs decided that low profile — at least on 
May Day — was the better part of valor. 

After a quick swing by the Ramada Inn to 
stash our bags, we headed down Paseo 
Gral. Escaldn and caught up with the tail 
end of the demonstration. Just a few years 
ago, under the government’s old martial law 
program, the 3,000 or so disaffected toiling 
their way toward the Plaza de la Libertad 
under Salvador’s crispy noonday sun would 
have found themselves at the pointy end of 
army bayonets. That Friday, though, there 
was nary a soldier to be seen. Just a few 
bored-looking cops stationed in the remains 
of earthquake-shattered buildings and an 
army light observation chopper circling 
overhead with a cameraman hanging out the 
door. Low key was the order of the day. 

Salisbury and I weaved in and out of the 
masked, costumed and hooded marchers, 
snapping photos and wilting fast in hazy, 
humid San Salvador. Those demonstrators 
with a more artistic bent took to spray paint¬ 
ing one-liners on every spare inch of wall, 
thought-provoking stuff like “Duarte’s a 
Murderer” and the ever favorite “Yankis 
Out of El Salvador.” We kept out of the 
way of their enforcers, masked hoods bran¬ 
dishing clubs studded with nails, as did the 
few hundreds of apathetic bystanders lining 
the streets. They were goons itching to try 
out their backhand on somebody given half 
a chance, and two short-haired gringos 
would make ideal targets. 

I was about ready to give it all up as a bad 
joke when a banner caught my eye. 
“U.S.A. Postal Workers for Peace,” it 
read. “ U. S. Hands Off Central America. ” I 
mean, come on now. Postal workers? I 
asked them to pose with their banner. With¬ 
out a photo, no one back in the office would 
believe me. 

Then came a more generic ‘ ‘North Amer- 


ABOVE RIGHT: It’s high time to pull out 
of Central America when postal workers 
join the fray. 

RIGHT: Four useful idiots in the cause of 
socialist brotherhood and Marxist harmony, 
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Text & Photos by John Coleman 



U<A pTv^TA-U- . WU KKfc Ki rUK rcn 

US HANDS-OFF CENTRAL AMERICA I 
TRABA JflDORES L°SJMkmk&Zi 


<■ „ m iRj gr ® ffi. 'if 
nil 1 -"' til! ™ #■? ' » fir 





78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


NOVEMBER 87 













icans Against U.S.A. Intervention.” All 
four of them. What did Lenin say about 
useful idiots? It was enough to topple any 
government. 

May Day was becoming a bit more interest¬ 
ing, so Salisbury and I decided to stick around 
for the grand finale of Salvador’s version of 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

We didn’t have long to wait. A couple 
thousand restless marchers milled around 
Liberty Plaza, swilling capitalist Cokes and 
sucking icies, while a score of hardcores 
hung banners and spray painted everything 
in sight. I snapped photos and Steve inter¬ 
viewed a couple of teenaged masked mar¬ 
vels (‘‘We don’t care about politics,” they 
said. ‘ ‘We just don’t want to get conscripted 
into the army.” No doubt they’d been 
studying U.S. film clips from the ’60s.). 

Up on a pedestal in the center of the 
plaza, the organizers had set up a sound 
system of the type found only in heavy- 


metal road shows, guaranteed to shatter 
windows for miles around. Just when the 
crowd was ready to break for siesta, a com¬ 
rade sister took up position behind the mike, 
kicked on the switch and screamed ‘‘Down 
with Duarte!” in her best downtrodden 
campesino wail. 

Unfortunately for the press corps clus¬ 
tered around her and the speakers, the sys¬ 
tem was amping roughly a billion decibels 
of pure noise. In a split-second, eardrum¬ 
saving decision, the press stampeded to the 
rear quicker than you could shout ‘‘Beer 
call!” 

Fortunately, Salisbury and I were out of 
danger close, but we’d had enough. We left 
screaming sister to her “Down with 
Duartes,” trying futilely to build some en¬ 
thusiasm into a rapidly thinning crowd — 
without much luck. Heat, humidity— and 
boredom — had once again won out over 
politics. ^ 



ABOVE: FMLN communist propaganda in 
San Salvador is simplistic in concept but 
effective in its anti-government theme. 

BELOW: Salvadoran army LOH keeps tabs 
on banner-hanging demonstrators in the 
capital. Military presence was so low key as 
to be almost nonexistent. 

Jr' 



LEFT: Would you buy a used revolution 
from this man? 

BELOW LEFT: Echoing their U.S. 
counterparts of the 1960s, these teenaged 
Salvadoran students were afraid of army 
conscription. Shades of “Hell no, we won’t 
go,” anyone? 

BELOW: Defacing religious statuary is 
much more fun than fighting for his 
country’s survival. 
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BATS 

OCT OF HELL 

United States Trains Incendiary Rodents 

by Jack Lewis 

Illustration by Ralph Butler 


I N nearly every war since the building of 
the Trojan horse, there have been secret 
experiments and clandestine projects con¬ 
ducted with the idea of getting one up on the 
enemy. World War H’s atomic bomb might 
be considered in that light; at least, it ended 
that war. 

But down through the ages there have 
been many less-publicized efforts, some of 
them conducted in total seriousness and in¬ 
volving a great deal of dedicated effort by 
our scientists and military thinkers. And 
then there are those projects that, in the 
retrospect tempered by time, boggle the 
mind at the ludicrous thinking that could 
concoct such schemes. 

Operation X-Ray has to fit into the latter 
category. At the time, it was considered 
innovative and imaginative, and some 
apparently thought it would drive the 
Japanese to an early surrender. In retro¬ 
spect, one wonders whether grown men 
could really have been serious about it. 

This top-secret operation began roughly a 
month after the Japanese bombed Pearl Har¬ 
bor and crippled our Pacific Fleet. Those 
were panicky days. Enemy submarines 
were reported in the Los Angeles River — 
which happened to be nearly dry at the time; 
hordes of loyal Japanese-Americans were 
being herded into relocation camps; forest 
rangers were reporting incendiary-carrying 
balloons landing in the Oregon forests, sup¬ 
posedly an enemy effort to bum our timber 
lands and thus deprive us of the raw mate¬ 
rials for war production. 

Amid this practiced paranoia one Dr. 
Lytle S. Adams, a Pennsylvania dental 
surgeon, arrived in our nation’s capital with 
what was to become one of the most fantas¬ 
tic and unlikely schemes in the history of 
military operations. 

Adams had conceived his plan following 
a visit to the Carlsbad Caverns in New Mex¬ 
ico. The date was 7 December 1941, and he 


was driving along one of the state’s high¬ 
ways when news of the Pearl Harbor attack 
was broadcast over his car radio. 

In that moment, it seems, Dr. Adams had 
a flash of sheer inspiration: If millions of 
bats, found in American caves, could be 
fitted with tiny incendiary devices, they 
could be dropped on Japan’s home islands 
from our aircraft. The bats would seek sanc¬ 
tuary in Japanese buildings and the incen¬ 
diaries, ignited by preset fuses, would de¬ 
stroy the flimsily constructed cities. In those 
days the average citizen had seen or read 
Madame Butterfly, and perhaps was con¬ 
vinced that all structures in Japan had walls 
made of rice paper. 

Thus inspired, Adams had turned his car 
around and driven several hundred miles 
back to the Carlsbad Caverns, where he 
captured several bats for his initial test. 
Reaching home, the dentist ransacked 
libraries for all he could absorb about 
bats, incendiary devices and Japanese 
architecture. By January 1942, he had for¬ 
warded his proposal to the White House. 

With the feeling of desperation experi¬ 
enced in those first weeks of the war — the 


LITERATE 

LEATHERNECK 

“Bats Out of Hell” is Jack Lewis’ 
first article for Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine, but Jack is no stranger to the liter¬ 
ary trade. His credits include five 
novels, 23 works of nonfiction, some 
2,000 magazine and newspaper articles, 
and scripts for 21 television programs. 
As an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
he served during World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam. Jack has spent the last 28 
years as publisher of Gun World 
Magazine. 


Pacific Fleet immobilized and our island 
outposts falling — there were those willing 
to listen to almost any proposal. The truth is 
buried in time, but it is probable that Dr. 
Adams’ research was brought to the atten¬ 
tion of Harry L. Hopkins, President Frank¬ 
lin D. Roosevelt’s closest wartime adviser. 
Whatever the routing, the documents 
reached the desk of the president, who was 
swept up in the imaginative possibilities of 
the scheme. 

Under the plan outlined by Dr. Adams, 
large containers of bats would be para¬ 
chuted out of high-altitude bombers flying 
over the Japanese home islands. Dropping 
to an altitude of only 1,000 feet, the contain¬ 
ers would open automatically to release the 
horde of bats. 

The suggestion became a project in short 
order. It was classified top secret and code 
named Operation X-Ray. 

Dr. Adams and the U.S, Army went to 
work. Surrounded by a staff of scientifically 
oriented assistants, the dental surgeon be¬ 
gan traveling thousands upon thousands of 
miles to explore the nation’s caves. 

In that era, the Carlsbad Caverns had an 
estimated population of more than nine mil¬ 
lion bats. But it was in the Ney Caverns of 
Texas that Adams found what might well be 
termed his Vampire Valhalla. Acknowl¬ 
edged as the largest bat colony in the nation, 
it held an estimated 30 million bats. 

In the meantime, the Army’s Chemical 
Warfare Service, in conjunction with the 
National Defense Research Committee, had 
begun development of a specialized in¬ 
cendiary device that would be small enough 
and sufficiently light in weight for a bat to 
carry it in flight. By early 1943, this task 
force had come up with an oblong nitro¬ 
cellulose case that was filled with napalm 
and carried a time-delay ignition mecha¬ 
nism. Through an endless succession of ex¬ 
periments, Dr. Adams and his staff of scien- 
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lists had found that the Mexican free-tail bat 
offered the best potential as a fire-bomb 
carrier. 

To make handling and shipping more 
simple, the winged rodents were cooled to 
the point that a state of forced hibernation 
was induced in each of them. This aided the 
logistical problems of feeding which, in it¬ 
self, had become a mammoth undertaking. 
With thousands of bats in captivity, the sci¬ 
entific community soon learned that the 
flying creatures consumed several times 
their own weight in insects each day. As a 
result, the entire task force devoted much of 
its time to collecting gnats, houseflies, 
grasshoppers and anything else that qual¬ 
ified as bat fodder. 

According to a horde of yellowing docu¬ 
ments, now declassified, the cooling process 
necessary to induce a state of hibernation in 
Mexican bats was accomplished with ordinary 
ice cube trays. The bats were arranged in the 
trays and the temperature held at 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Though the bats did hibernate in 
that temperature range, artificial cooling of 
this sort was a bit on the tricky side. In the 
earliest attempts to reproduce the needed state 
of near suspended animation, most of the bats 
simply did not wake up. Eventually, the prob¬ 
lem was overcome by raising the temperature 
a degree or two. 

With the so-called bat-bomb designed 
and several of them fabricated for ex¬ 
perimental use, the first planeload of Mex¬ 
ican free-tail bats was taken aloft at an auxil¬ 
iary airfield near Carlsbad, New Mexico, to 
be dropped through the aircraft’ s bomb bay. 
According to plan, as the bat-filled contain¬ 
ers descended into the warmer altitudes, the 
bats were supposed to awaken from their 
induced naps, escape from the container and 
carry out their primary fire mission. 

Antiaircraft fire dictated that the aircraft 
delivering the bats would have to fly at 
rather high altitudes. It had been pointed 


out, of course, that were the bats carried to 
such altitudes the rodents probably would 
freeze to death before they regained enough 
of their senses to launch into flight. 

The scientific answer to this was that the 
pilots simply would have to fly at lower 
elevations and ignore the antiaircraft fire. 
This thinking created a more than minor 
degree of friction. Pilots took a dim view of 
becoming inviting low-level targets, while 
the scientists tended to express interest only 
in proving the validity of their work. How 
the pilots and the aircraft crews went about 
keeping from being shot out of the skies 
over the Land of the Rising Sun was strictly 
a military problem. 

In that first experimental bat drop over 
the desert sands of southern New Mexico, 
the container opened as it was meant to, 
allowing the bats to escape. Most, however, 
either were dead or failed to recover from 
their cold-induced lethargy. The majority 
plummeted to the desert floor to provide 
excellent forage for the vultures, hawks and 
coyotes. The few that survived simply flew 
away. 

Involved scientists held their collective 
breath, hoping the incendiary-outfitted 
creatures would not choose the nearby town 
of Carlsbad as the place in which to hang 
themselves from rafters until the fire bombs 
exploded. It would be impossible to explain 
why the town had burned down, since the 
entire project was top secret. 

However, the bats were cooperative in 
that particular regard. There were no re¬ 
ported fires in the business or residential 
communities, and it was assumed the bats 
simply perished somewhere in the desert 
when the device each carried became a fiery 
torch. 

The assigned scientific brigade did not 
give up at so slight a hitch. Dr. Adams and 
his followers collected another batch of 
bats, more incendiaries were manufactured 


and, the next time, the bats were dropped 
from aircraft flying at still lower levels. On 
this occasion, the winged creatures per¬ 
formed as expected, but only to a point. 

Since there was no Japanese city closer 
than 8,000 miles to set aflame, some bats set 
up sleeping quarters in an aircraft hangar at 
the auxiliary airfield from which the ex¬ 
perimental flights were launched. They 
burned it down. Several more of the in¬ 
cendiary-laden rodents chose the staff car of 
a visiting general as a likely place to nap 
through a warm afternoon. The general was 
horrified when his prized vehicle burst into 
flames, then exploded to become a mass of 
molten metal. 

In spite of President Roosevelt’s an¬ 
nounced interest in the project, the Army 
suddenly washed its hands of Operation X- 
Ray and took the easy way out. It turned the 
project over to the United States Navy. 

After probable consideration of career 
implications, Navy brass hurriedly turned 
the project over to the Marine Corps. Opera¬ 
tion X-Ray was transferred to the Marine 
Corps Air Station at El Centro, California. 

The Marines, in conjunction with the 
still-tenacious civilian scientists, conducted 
their initial tests on 13 December 1943. The 
results were less than spectacular in spite of 
the fact that 30-odd fires were started. 
Twenty-two of the fires went out in a matter 
of minutes, four more were of no conse¬ 
quence, and only the last four required fire¬ 
men to extinguish them. 

After lengthy conference, it was back to 
the drawing board. The need was for a more 
powerful incendiary that still would be 
sufficiently lightweight and compact 
enough to be carried by a flying bat. 

Several months later, the Leathernecks 
were ready for a new try. This time, only 25 
bats were taken aloft by Marine pilots. It 

Continued on page 112 
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* SHOOTING 

in the SHADOWS 

Modifying Ruger’s M77/22 

Text & Photo by Peter G. Kokalis 



H IRAM Maxim’s famous Model 1910 
sound suppressor was not designed for 
assassins, gangsters or military snipers. His 
original concept was no more exotic than to 
reduce the irritating sound level of a 
firearm. 

Until the advent of World War II, the 
U.S. military, lagging at least a decade be¬ 
hind A1 Capone, envisioned little applica¬ 
tion for such devices. Now imbued with a 
sinister mythology at the U.S. civilian 
level, sound suppressors are mostly em¬ 
ployed by those who disdain earplugs and, 
in fact, no registered “silencer” has ever 
been connected to criminal activity since the 
inception of the National Firearms Act in 
1934. 

As no amount of baffling or porting can 
reduce the sound of the reciprocating com¬ 
ponents, bolt-action rifles represent the best 
starting point for an effective sound- 
suppressed system. Furthermore, selection 
of subsonic calibers, such as the .22 LR, 
totally eliminates the downrange “crack” 
associated with bullets traveling faster than 
the speed of sound (1,087.5 fps at 32 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit at sea level). I can think of 
no better choice around which to design an 
efficient, modem sound suppressor than 
Bill Ruger’s slick-looking M77/22 tumbolt. 

Introduced in 1984, Ruger’s M77/22 
competes at every level with classic .22 LR 
sporters selling for two to three times as 
much. As expected, the receiver is a steel 
investment casting, mill-finished with CNC 
(Computer Numeric Control) machinery. 
The 20-inch barrel has six grooves with a 


Ruger M77/22 fitted with Jonathan Ciener’s 
sound suppressor and topped with Trijicon 
self-luminous scope makes an intriguing 
combination for shooting in the shadows. 


right-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 
Overall length is 39.25 inches and weight is 
5 pounds, 13 ounces (empty and without 
scope or suppressor system). Except for the 
front portion of the bolt, all steel parts have 
been salt blued. 

The bolt group separates into three major 
subassemblies. The rear portion consists of 
a bolt shroud, cocking piece and two-piece 
firing pin with coil spring. The center sec¬ 
tion contains the cocking handle and two 
large locking lugs. The non-rotating for¬ 
ward body has dual extractors. A tenon on 
the front end extends into the center section 
and is joined to it with a pin. The bolt can be 
removed by depressing a flush-mounted 
bolt stop on the left side of the receiver. The 
cocking piece is retracted and engages the 
sear when the bolt handle is raised. 

The trigger mechanism is of the propped 
sear design with a single coil spring for sear 
recovery and trigger return. While the lock 
time is fast, the trigger on our test model 
released at 8 pounds with objectionable 
creep. Before the commencement of SOF’s 
test and evaluation, this was reduced to a 
clean-breaking 2.5 pounds by one of the 
nation’s premier combat gunsmiths, Robert 
A. Barrkman (The Robar Companies, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, 21438 N. 7th Ave., Suite B, 
Phoenix, AZ 85027; phone 602-581-2648). 


There is a steel trigger guard, which is a 
pleasant departure from the plastic or alloy 
junk usually encountered. 

A vertical cylinder and wing lever, pivot¬ 
ing on the right side of the receiver tang 
behind the bolt handle, serve as a three- 
position thumb safety. When pulled to the 
rear, the bolt, sear and trigger are all locked. 
In the center position, the bolt may be ro¬ 
tated for loading or unloading, but the sear 
and trigger remain blocked. When pushed 
fully forward, the rifle can be fired. 

Ruger Mil 122 stocks are machined from 
flat-sawn, straight-grained American wal¬ 
nut with a high, straight comb and no cheek 
piece and are finished with a matte 
urethane. Checkering on the forearm and 
grip areas is modest but well-done at 20 
lines per inch. The black plastic buttplate 
and grip cap both carry the Ruger escutch¬ 
eon. Steel sling swivel studs are provided at 
the front and rear of the stock. 

Although slightly shorter, the 10-round 
rotary magazine duplicates that of the Ruger 
10/22 semiautomatic rifle. While 10/22 
magazines can be used, they will protrude 
somewhat beyond the stock. 

To this sleek-appearing rig, Jonathan 
Arthur Ciener (Dept. SOF, 6850 Riveredge 
Drive, Titusville, FL 32780; phone 305- 
268-1921) has added an effective sound 
suppressor which preserves the M77/22’s 
esthetics and alters its outward appearance 
to little more than a rather graceful, bull- 
barrel target rifle. 

After porting the barrel with 96 holes 
(four rows with 12 inches of holes every V 2 
inch), the chamber surrounding the barrel is 
filled with a porous material and nine air- 
craft-grade aluminum baffles are added to 
the muzzle end. The outer tubing has been 
handsomely polished and salt blued. Cie¬ 
ner’s M77/22 suppressor is permanently 
assembled and cannot be rebuilt by the user. 
However, if the bore is cleaned with only a 
dry brush and dry patches — never solvents 
or lubricants — Ciener contends his unit 
will last as long as the rifle. 

As .22 LR ammunition fouls notoriously, 

I remain somewhat skeptical, since some of 
the burnt carbon particles will surely enter 
the suppressor’s chamber and eventually 
degrade the level of sound suppression. 
Furthermore, it has been demonstrated that 
oil poured into a sound suppressor and then 
drained will flush enough debris to enhance 
performance by as much as 5 decibels. 

Ciener’s suppressed Ruger Mil 122 re¬ 
tails for only $552.50. Since the Ruger 
Mil 122 itself carries a $364.50 price tag, at 
$188 Ciener’s unit is as inexpensive as you 
will find state-of-the-art sound suppression. 
With an overall length of 41.25 inches, 
Ciener has managed to hold his suppressed 
system to within 2 inches of the M77/22’s 
original length. 

Rifles that whisper deserve optics that 
permit stealth in the dark. Armson, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 2130, Farmington 
Hills, MI 48333; phone 313-553-4960) dis- 

Continued on page 93 
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SOF WANTS YOU! 

I. DEMOGRAPHICS 

1. What is your age?- 

2. If you buy SOF on the newsstand, how long have you been reading SOF_and how many issues have you bought in the 

last six months?_ 

3. Are you a: veteran_, active duty military_, reservist_, law enforcement officer_, other (describe)?_ 

II. READER SURVEY 

1. If you are a subscriber, go to question 2. If you bought this issue at a newsstand, what influence did the cover have on your purchasing 
decision? Please rate on a scale from 1 (excellent — influenced you to buy this issue) to 5 (poor — bought this issue in spite of the 
cover)____ 


2. SOF is interested in what its readers think about the subjects of the articles in the November 1987 issue and how well the readers feel the 
authors handled those subjects. 


A) How interesting did you find the subject matter? Circle the number under the appropriate heading. 

Very Somewhat Not 

Title Interesting Interesting Interesting 


Guns Behind the Great Wall Part 3 . 

Death of an Afghan Village. 

Showdown at Wounded Knee. 

Emerald Triangle. 

Contra Airdrop. 

Rhodesia’s Fireforce Commandos.. 
North Liked Boulder Publisher’s Idea 

SOF at Pan Am Games. 

Solid Shield ’87. 

Dustoff. 

Marching for Marx. 

Bats Out of Hell. 

Shooting in the Shadows. 



FIRST FOLD ♦ DOWN 


B) How do you rate the quality of the features (how well did the author handle his article)? Circle the number under the appropriate heading. 

Title Excellent Good Poor 


Guns Behind the Great Wall Part 3 . 

Death of an Afghan Village. 

Showdown at Wounded Knee. 

Emerald Triangle. 

Contra Airdrop. 

Rhodesia’s Fireforce Commandos.. 
North Liked Boulder Publisher’s Idea 

SOF at Pan Am Games. 

Solid Shield ’87. 

Dustoff. 

Marching for Marx. 

Bats Out of Hell. 

Shooting in the Shadows. 



SECOND FOLD * UP 


3. If SOF were to publish a newsletter specializing in coverage of ongoing conflicts around the world, including recent battlefield news, would 
you be interested? 

Yes_ No_ 

4. If you answered yes, what would be a fair price for a one-year subscription if the newsletter were eight to 10 pages (8V2X11) and published 

every two weeks?_ 

5. Does SOF run too much, just the right amount or too little on the following topics? Make an “X” under the appropriate heading. 

Topic Too Much Right Amount Too Little 


Vietnam 

Firearms 

Combat Reporting 

Rifles 

Pistols 

Mercenary Topics 
Terrorism 

Military Unit Reports 
History (prior to Vietnam) 





























6. A) Was this issue Excellent_Average._or Poor- 

B) Why?_ 


7. What would you do to improve SOF? 


This is a confidential survey—your name is not required. Opinions expressed will provide Soldier of Fortune editors with an insight as to what our readers are 
most interested in. 


PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 


SOF Survey 
Dept. SI 21 
P.O. Box 1397 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Fold twice and tape to seal. DO NOT STAPLE. 






United States Council for World Freedom 


★ ★★★★★★★★★ 

John K. Singlaub 
Maj. Gen., USA (Ret) 

Chairman 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★ 

2621 E. Camelback Road 
Suite 145 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016 
602-955-4404 


May 18,1987 
Dear Friend, 

I have been in many battles and faced many enemies, but never as I’m fighting now: with an empty gun and the hordes coming over the wall. Our 
cause for world freedom is besieged from all sides — and so is the United States Council for World Freedom. 

We’ve been fighting off the four terrorist groups that have vowed to kill me, we’ve been fighting off a lawsuit filed by a leftist radical group — and 
we’ve been fighting off an IRS investigation brought on by leftist Congressmen who will stop at nothing to bring down the Reagan revolution. 

While we’ve been fighting on all fronts, we have also been sending boots and blankets to Afghanistan. We’ve been sending freedom fighter 
friendship kits to Nicaragua and medicine to Cambodia, while organizing groups within the United States to better aid the Vietnamese, Laotians and 
Cambodians under siege. We’ve been helping the UNITA freedom fighters in Angola, and helping care for wounded Afghan mujahideen brought to 
the U.S. for surgical repair, and working with various anti-communist groups all over the world who look to us for guidance. 

If I were back in Vietnam in a firefight, then I’d ask for an airstrike to blow the bastards away. But to win this fight we need money. To fight the 
damned Christie Institute lawsuit takes money. To fight the IRS takes money. It takes money to pay for lawyers and accountants. It takes money to 
show you are innocent It takes money to fight for freeddm! 

If we don’t fight, the only choice we have is to close the doors, lower our flag and surrender. Surrender to those who want to destroy the United 
States Council for World Freedom. Do you want that? Hell no!! That is something I will never do. I am a soldier, a fighter—and I’m going to win this 
one, or die trying. 

I could have quit the fight a long time ago and lived well from consulting fees, but what good would personal riches do in a communist world? You 
know I only agreed to lead the United States Council for World Freedom if everyone involved would dedicate themselves to the fight against 
communism. I have carried our banner proudly from the jungles of Central America to Asia and beyond. I don’t draw a salary from the USCWF 
because 1 insist that every dime, every dollar and every check go to fight Soviet aggression. That was my pledge to you and I have fought hard to make 
each of you proud. 

If we don’t fight the Red enemies then who will? Do you think there is any fight left in the White House? Do you think that Congress cares that the 
communist movement is growing in Central America? Do you think the State Department wants Savimbi to win in Angola? 

Make no mistake. There is no other person, no other group who will stand up like the USCWF and proclaim: 

WE DEDICATE OURSELVES TO FIGHT ALL FORMS OF TOTALITARIAN GOVERNMENTS WHICH DENY 
INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM!!! 

Is that clear enough? If I have to shout it from the steps of the liberal WASHINGTON POST, I want the world to know that the United States Council 
for World Freedom stands for individual freedom anytime and anywhere. 

Once we hit our war chest target of $100,000—we can then go back on the offensive, reload our muskets and regain the high ground. We will begin 
monthly written intelligence briefings to the members to tell you what is going on in the world. My sources are in place in Afghanistan, Mozambique, 
Angola, Nicaragua, Southeast Asia... AND... within the communist-front groups working in America to destroy our Constitution and our way of Me. 

Once you begin reading the members-only intelligence briefings, you will see what the communists are doing despite Gorbachev’s glasnost You will 
be told the truth no matter whom or what it hurts. 

You will be told about the incredible number of Russian planes that Savimbi’s freedom fighters have shot down with U.S. Stinger missiles in Angola. 
How the Afghans appreciate your boots and socks and about the special items they urgently need. We will send you actual copies of letters from field 
commanders telling of their struggles and pictures of their battles. It will be the USCWF’s classified information for members only. Information that the 
media won’t tell you. 

In short, I’m going to pull off the gloves. No more censored letters. I’ll tell you what is being done to aid the communists in Africa. No more holding 
back on the truth about what our “so-called” allies are doing in Europe. I’ll tell you what these same governments we saved during World Wars One 
and Two are doing to us now. No more newsletters that aren’t worth reading (the members-only information will be what each of you has been 
requesting). 

So now is the time to stand tall with the United States Council for World Freedom. I want to fight back and win, but 1 need your help. I need it now. 
Send a check for $50, $ 100, $200 or more so we can reload our guns and win this fight A general without soldiers can’t win. Well, you are my soldiers, 
but without the ammunition we need — which is money — it will be another Pickett’s charge. So join me on the field of battle and help me now. 

Help the United States Council for World Freedom with your check and I will repay you with my dedication, loyalty and undying gratitude. I’m an 
old soldier but I still have the fight left in me. I will not let you down. Never — I promise!! 


Sincerely, 


John K. Singlaub 
Major General, USA (Ret) 
Chairman 



Please use my tax-deductible gift to help promote your work. 

_$50_$100_$200_$500_$1,000 Other $_ 

-1 will make a tax-deductible contribution monthly. 

-1 will make a tax-deductible contribution as often as possible. 

-My check is enclosed.** 

□ By checking this box, I hereby authorize a monthly contribution in the amount 
indicated above to be billed to my charge card. This authorization is cancellable with 
written notice received prior to the first day of any calendar month. 

**Make check payable to: U.S. Council for World Freedom 
P.O. Box 10499 
Phoenix, AZ 85064 


Charge my:_VISA _MASTERCARD 

Card #__ Expires_ 

Signature_Date_ 

NAME___ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

Street Address: 2621E. Camelback Road, Suite 145 SF 

Phoenix, AZ 85016 
Phone (602) 955-4404 
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Catalog of Decprative Militaria 


"REPLICA MODEL'' GUNS 


FUR DISPLAY 


MODELS 

COME 

FULLY 

ASSEMBLED 


(3) 

"STAGE PROF'GUNS 
THESE ARE NOT REAL GUNS 


OVER 50 
MODELS 


Non-firing. Full size. Machined melal alloy. Assembled. Over 30 
parts. Can be "Field Stripped." Cannot be made to fire real ammo. 
Look, feel, weigh same as originals. Display these models instead 
of real guns. 

(1) 01-700 (M1921 THOMPSON). $239PPD 

(2) 01-300 (M1911 GOVT.45).$ 85PPD 

(3) 01-200 (GERMAN P-08).$ 85PPD 


SAMURAI AND NINJA SWORDS 



. 

Solid, tempered steel, sharpened blades with the appropriate 
"Hamon" design along the edge. Hilts of imitation sharkskin 
overlaid with classic black braid. Ninja Swords have Menuki 
underneath. Saya of black mock leather. Display stands 


available. 

(4) 05-373 Katana. $129PPD 

(5) 05-391 \fekizashi. $105PPD 

(6) 05-371 Steel Ninja Sword. $129PPD 


FREE Color catalog of Militaria, Replica 
Model Guns, Shields, Stage Prop Guns, 
Historic Swords, Suits of Armor, 
Helmets, Records, Flags, Medals, 
Badges, Field Gear. & More. 


■ COLLECTOR S ARMOURY INC. 

5 800 SLATERS LANE 

■ box 59, DEFT.SO 
| ALEXANDRIA VA 22313 
| [ : Money Order , ! Cheek Enclosed 

| SEND:_ 

| Credit Card Orders: Toll Free (800) 638-2000, 24 HOURS 

I NAME_ 

| ADDRESS_ 

IcnY_ 


| STATE/ZIP_ 

If ■ ■ ■ MONEY BACKJLESS POSTAGE] IF NOT SATISFIED 



AFGHAN VILLAGE 

Continued from page 45 

knew from the mountain camp, came to 
collect me. Within an hour I had finished 
taping and we started back. Halfway to 
Shomz Allah’s house, six Soviet gunships 
suddenly appeared overhead. Nur shouted 
and we took off, running for the cover of a 
cluster of apple trees. I readied the video 
camera on the run and started shooting when 
we reached our refuge. 

The choppers circled above us, five Mi- 
245 at an altitude of about 150 meters and 
one Mi-8 Hip a little higher, probably to 
direct fire. They plodded along slowly and I 
remember noting that the chop of their 
rotors wasn’t especially loud. They looked 
an unthreatening parade. 

But the Mi-24 Hinds quickly showed why 
they are so deadly and feared by the mujahi¬ 
deen. As one came over our heads it let 
loose with 57mm rockets. In rapid succes¬ 
sion they hissed from the stub wings on rails 
of white smoke. At the same time its nose 
cannon flashed and burped. 

Unlike the jets, the Mi-24s did not attack 
in a simple wheel formation. They seemed 
to have more than one target, houses behind 
and on either side of us. One gunship passed 
in front of us to the left firing rockets. Then 
another to the right spraying cannon fire. As 
they came they rhythmically ejected pairs of 
incendiary antimissile decoys. 

But the precaution was unnecessary. 
There wasn’t a single antiaircraft rocket in 
all of Paghman. I knew the attack had 
pinned down several other guerrillas around 
us, but I didn’t even hear any small-arms 
fire. And wisely so. Even at this low altitude 
the Hind’s heavy armor makes it impervious 
to small rounds. 

A couple hundred yards out, an Mi-24 
was coming straight head-on, low. I 
crawled quickly to the edge of the trees to 
catch it on tape. I got it in the viewfinder and 
started rolling. The chopper kept coming 
and coming on, looming larger. I expected 
it to get overhead like the others before 
firing on the targets beyond the apple grove. 
But suddenly, too soon, I saw a flash from 
its nose and slammed myself down as I 
heard cannon rounds rip into the treetops 
above me, followed two seconds later by the 
reports. I was amazed the gunner spotted 
me, but I wasn’t about to give him two shots 
for his quarter. The chopper passed over¬ 
head and tore its next volley into a house 
behind us. 

Nur appeared next to me, lambasting me 
for almost getting my ass perforated, but 
grinning all the same. As a precaution we 
moved to a new piece of cover. 

For the next quarter hour we watched the 
Mi-24s at work. When the cannon and rock¬ 
et fire ended, we listened as the rotors faded 
away to silence. The sky was empty again. 

Taking no chances, Nur led me on a run 
the last half mile to Shomz Allah’s house. 
We arrived, panting, to find Shomz Allah 
on his horse, surrounded by others from 
camp who had been in Paghman. He was 


flSKINS 



Unrepentant sinner Col. Charles 
Askins raises hell around the world 
and lives to tell about it in this raw, 
action-packed autobiography. A 
border patrol guard, forest ranger, 
deputy sheriff, army officer, 
paratrooper, military attache and 
advisor, among others — Askins stalks 
man and beast, stretching the limits 
of authority to live life to the fullest. 
In this unexpurgated memoir, the 
Colonel pursues smugglers and cattle 
rustlers deep into Mexico and then 
administers his own brand of justice; 
gets into shoot-outs with Apaches and 
poachers; snuffs out Arabs, Germans 
and Italians during WWII; and hunts 
tigers and Vietcong in Vietnam. As one 
of the world’s greatest big-game 
hunters, Askins is the veteran of 32 
safaris and claimer of 1,000 head of 
big game. 6x9, hardcover, photos, 
320 pp. 


Get your copy today for $17.95, 
check or money order, plus $3.00 
postage and handling from: 

TEJANO PUBLICATIONS, 
Dept. SOF 
903 Melissa Dr. 

San Antonio, TX 78213 
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leaving for camp unexpectedly and was 
anxiously waiting for Nur and me to return. 

I barely had time to pack away the video 
gear and we were off. Two nephews of 
Shomz Allah who had always stayed in 
Paghman came with us. Also odd was that 
we left now, with no chance of reaching 
camp before dark, instead of waiting until 
morning. I took these as signs that Shomz 
Allah expected even more attacks. 

And he was right. The next day at mid- 
morning two jets shot low over camp and 
bombed somewhere beyond our narrow val¬ 
ley. They were past us before the Dashika 
could fire a round. An hour later a group of 
Su-25s bombed a mountain ridge next to us. 
This time I heard the Dashika giving them 
some heat. The men continued to fire at a 
pair of Mi-24s that swept up. 

When the attack ended, Jalil sent down 
word that he had hit one of the helicopters. 
He had popped it in its Achilles’ heel, a 
rocket pod. It left flying, he said, but trail¬ 
ing smoke from the right stub wing. 

Su-25s attacked nearby once more that 
afternoon. We also heard explosions of 
bombing in the heart of Paghman. 

At dusk mujahideen arrived from Pagh¬ 
man with confirmation of Jalil’s hit. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the gunship didn’t crash, but it was 
forced to make an emergency landing at the 
garrison I had seen. 

That night before turning in, I packed my 
camera gear. At first light I planned to climb 
to the top of the mountain above us. If the 
Su-25s were coming again I wanted to get 
them on film. 

I was roused in the morning by a reveille of 
echoing rocket bursts hitting Paghman. 
Umaiyon and Mohammed Jan had started a 
fire for tea. I didn’t wait but explained to them 
where I was headed and started climbing. 

I had just left the valley floor when the 
first jets showed up and attacked a nearby 
position. As quickly as they left, another 
group appeared and did the same. I con¬ 
tinued climbing and soon reached the 
machine gun, manned again by Jalil and 
Alyos. The first jets had been too far away 
and they were eager for some to be within 
range. They invited me to join them, but I 
wanted to get to the top where I would have 
a view of Paghman. About 20 minutes later, 
just as I reached the crest of the ridge, the 
first helicopters of the day came. Six Mi-24s 
strafed and rocketed various places on the 
mountains close to Paghman — probably 
guerrilla camps like our own. 

Nonstop for an hour the choppers turned 
and wheeled over the mountains, their rock¬ 
ets blasting up narrow columns of smoke 
and dust. Fortunately they left our comer 
alone and, when they were gone, the moun¬ 
tains fell silent again. I wondered if that was 
it for the day and got myself comfortable 
against a rock to wait and see. Two 
thousand feet below, I could follow the nar¬ 
row valley, our route to Paghman. It twisted 
and descended to the southeast and opened 
onto the town about 2 miles away as the 
crow flies. I had a view of Paghman’s north¬ 
west comer; the opposite valley wall hid the 
rest from sight. 


It was 5 September and a typically perfect 
Afghan day of cloudless, rich blue skies and 
warm dry air. A “bluebird day” it’s called 
back home in Minnesota. I leaned back under 
the morning sun and was soon dozing. 

Reverberating explosions snapped me 
awake. My watch showed noon. Down at 
the northwest comer of Paghman billowed 
three broad clouds of dust and smoke. Some 
sort of heavy shells, but whether tank or 
field artillery I couldn’t tell. Three more 
orange bursts flashed in the same area. I 
knew the section being hit very well, as I 
had passed through it each time I entered or 
left Paghman. Several potato farmers and 
their families were the only ones living 
there. 

More shells hit, some up into the valley. I 
then heard the roar of jets and saw Su-25s 
dive-bombing a target near town. The heli¬ 
copters had also returned, at least three 
groups of six this time. Some circled over 
the houses in Paghman, others over the sur¬ 
rounding slopes. It was obvious this was the 
big one; the Soviets had it in for Paghman 
today. 

At about 1400 multiple rocket fire started 
again. The volleys were fearsome to see — 
10 rockets bursting within a second in a 
30-foot circle. Shells and rocket volleys 
were now hitting together and there was a 
continual rumble in the mountains. I heard 
the chilling “zwing” of incoming and hit 
the dirt as a shell burst 100 yards away. I 
soon saw why the Soviets were sending 
stuff my way. 

Far below me, a long file of mujahideen 
wound up the valley from Paghman. The 
Soviets knew their overwhelming firepower 
had made Paghman too hot for the guerrillas to 
stay. Now they were pounding away at the 
escape routes. The exodus of freedom fighters 
swelled as the long afternoon wore on. 

Since my abrupt awakening at noon, the 
skies over Paghman had never been without 
Soviet aircraft. Six gunships now wheeled 
low over the comer of town in my view, 
probably strafing mujahideen fleeing to the 
valley. The choppers flew through a sicken¬ 
ing brown haze of smoke and dust that by 
now had completely usurped the blue sky. 

The shelling, rocketing and bombing 
continued through the afternoon. Around 
1600 I heard the first exchange of small- 
arms fire in Paghman. After softening the 
place up all day, the Soviets had probably 
now moved in ground troops. That and a 
few more close-hitting shells convinced me 
to pack it up and return to camp. I reached 
the Dashika and found Jalil and Alyos fever¬ 
ishly dismantling it. Jalil quickly explained 
that large numbers of tanks and troops were 
in Paghman and so Shomz Allah had given 
the order to pull up stakes. I couldn’t fault 
his decision. 

At the bottom I found the men milling 
around, packing a few last things. They had 
stripped the camp completely bare, down to 
the last matchstick. Left intact was the 
cabin, but they had even dismantled the 
stone foxholes. Whatever couldn’t be taken 
was carefully buried under rocks. The idea 
was to make the camp look as unused as 
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possible, so if the Russians pushed up the 
valley and found it, they wouldn’t lay booby 
traps or mark it down as a future Su-25 
target. 

Shomz Allah was directing the packing of 
three heavily loaded horses. He was re¬ 
lieved to see me. We would leave as soon as 
the Dashika was brought down, and so he 
was about to dispatch Mohammed Jan to 
look for me. He jovially slapped my back 
and made some joke about the day’s events. 
But his good humor was forced this time. 
Paghman was his home and, for the first 
time since the war had started, he was 
forced to abandon it. That his decision was 
the right one made it no less difficult. 

As darkness fell we began our trek up the 
valley and over the mountains. Two days 
later we reached a village where Shomz 
Allah’s brother lived and took refuge in the 
mosque. Three times in the next month 
Shomz Allah received reports that the 
Soviets had left Paghman. Three times he 
tried to take his men back, only to be 
thwarted each time when the Soviets reas¬ 
serted their presence. 

October came and with it the need for me 
to return to Pakistan before my visa expired. 
Shomz Allah told me he was still deter¬ 
mined to return to Paghman to attack the 
post, and with a smile said he was sorry I 
would miss it. 

“And if the Soviets and their tanks stay in 
Paghman?’’ I asked. 

“Then,” he replied quietly, “I will have 


to take my men to Pakistan for the winter. ’ ’ 
He assigned Nur to guide me back. I bid a 
difficult farewell to the others. 


A week before 4 July 1986 I received an 
unusual phone call at my apartment in 
Duluth. It was an Afghan doctor, now prac¬ 
ticing in Pittsburgh, who said he had some¬ 
one at his house who wanted to say hello. It 
was Gulam Sadiq, a friend of Shomz 
Allah’s whom I had met several times in 
Paghman. Through an aid organization he 
had been brought temporarily to Pittsburgh 
for surges on his wounds. He’d caught 
shrapnel when his house blew up during the 
5 September attack. His wife and baby had 
been killed in the explosion. 

For some reason I had given Shomz Allah 
my phone number and told him, “If you 
ever get to the U. S’ knowing full well 
there was no possibility of ever hearing 
from him again. He had told Gulam Sadiq to 
call and say hello when he arrived in the 
States. 

The doctor translated as I asked about 
Shomz Allah and the men. Gulam Sadiq 
reported that all were well. They had spent 
the winter in Pakistan but might now be in 
Paghman. 

‘ Things are not the same there, ’ ’ he said. 
“After the Soviets’ attack they built several 
new posts around Paghman. It is now very 
difficult and very dangerous for the mujahi¬ 
deen to be there.’’ 

A week later, we Americans patted 


ourselves on our backs for the freedom we 
enjoy. Fireworks of every color burst over 
the Statue of Liberty. And at the same time, 
half a world away, flags of red fluttered over 
the village of Paghman. ^ 


CHINA’S SMGs 

Continued from page 37 

collar/socket to accept both the suppressor 
tube and barrel and a rear collar for the 
buttstock and trigger assembly, has been 
used for the receiver body. Slots for the 
ejection port, cocking handle and maga¬ 
zine-well are cut in the appropriate places. 

A massive bolt has been employed to 
reduce the cyclic rate to a more sensible 800 
rpm. A large-diameter, single-coil driving 
spring rides partially over a rear projection 
on the bolt in a manner reminiscent of the 
British Sten, eliminating the need for a 
guide rod. The spring-loaded retracting 
handle must be withdrawn from the bolt 
body before the bolt can be removed from 
the tubular receiver. 

The stock is formed from a single oval¬ 
shaped steel tube riveted to the folding latch 
mechanism, and to which has been welded a 
simple sheet-metal buttplate. The stock 
folds to the right. Its latch mechanism is 
attached to the receiver’s end cap, which is 
held in place by a single pin. The rear sling 
swivel is fitted to the end of this pin and also 
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Gerber BMF Knife 

8" Bowie blade with chisel jk 

tooth saw. Overall legnth 13". gk 

Blade thickness W. Weighs Jl j 

15 ounces without sheath, ||Jf 

28.5 ounces with. Con¬ 
structed from carbon surgi- f'M 

cal stainless steel, hardned f lb 

to C54-55 Rockwell. Sheath qPIL. 

features jeweled compass, HR 

attached diamond sharpen- ^B 

ing hone, Alice clips, belt 
loop, and more. Retail M 

$160.00 P 

Sale $129.95 

Chronosport PBflk 

The name in divers 

watches! All black, 

multi function analog/ 

digital combination, 

alarm, rotating bezel, 

sweep second hand, PS|R|^SjfBk 

timer, two time zones, 

more! 

With nylon strap - 

Retail $462.00 

Sale $346.50 

With bracelet SSHS 

Retail $545.00 [HHP 

Sale $408.75 BP W 

Compact Scuba dtaflBL 

All in one unit, ready to use! 

2 Cubic Foot Capacity cyl- JC 

inder with regulator B.1 

mounted on top. Includes 
neoprene belt holder and 
filler. Overall legnth 17Vfe", ill 

2Vfe" wide. Use for Bni 

emergency air supply, Pi 

short dives, and more! Re- 11 § 

tail $175.00 

Sale $139.95 I § 

Mo 

Sale $264.95 

Camouflage rubber coated 

7X35 with rapid 
focus, carry case, 
strap. Measures 
approx. 7 X 5 X 2". 

Model 139. 

$ 85.00 ^HP 

Camouflage rubber coated 

focus, carry case, \V.. 

strap. Measures 
approx. 7 X 8 X 

2 Vi?" Model 140. 

w 

Black rubber coated 

Nikon Tropical 

7X50, individual ^^P^ 
focus for each 

lens WTH 
strap. ^ 

Measures approx. ^ 

8V^ x evt? x 3". BRl1 ■feg. 

Model 750HPIF. 

Retail $630.00 

Sale $399.95 

Compact Nikon 

9X25, with center 
focus, carry case, 

strap. Porro pr- HB^H| 

ism measures 

approx 4Vfc X 4 X MBWBBHBi 

4 Va " . Model PMBbIBbB-- 

925 CF. Retail PBPPPBPH1R 

S 1 90.00 

Sale $119.95 «***am®r 

U.S.TECH SCUBA 

All american made equip- 
merit! Shadow all black 

BCD with power, pack, 
large pockets, and more, 

AR!S series Explorer reg- 
ulator with ARIS octopus, 

Datacom double console 
(PSI/Depth), and Aluminum 

80 K cylinder with boot. Re- V 

tail over $1000.00 JL HB 

Sale $579.95 NP j 

A 

Dive Rasher § iSp 

Ideal for diver loca- 
tion, rescue work, or 
marking. O-Ring 
sealed. Uses one C 
cell battery. Water- HH| 
proof to 150’. Meas HH 
ures approx. 5” X jHffi 

Mini Flash Light ifl 

Features pocket clip, Itls 

magenet in butt, mS 

transparent housing. H 

Screw down lens to H 

turn on. Very bright IB 

Uses two AAA batter- BS 

ies (Included). Over- 
all legnth -TV, 

Wide. By Pelican. iSfl 

$8.95 

Mask, Snorkel, 

Fin Package 

Graphite black tins with 
vented blade and open 
heel, silicone mask with 
tempered glass, and large 
bore silicone snorkel. Rug- 
ged, high quality, great for 
snorkeling or SCUBA. 

Retail $140.00 

Sale $84.95 ^ W& 


Order from U.S.TECH by mail or phone. Call (312) 763-1669 (SOF1NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., 
Chicago, IL 60631. We accept MasterCard, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PADI Card charge cards by phone. We also accept 
Money order, certified check and cashiers check by mail. Include S3.00 forshipping under $50.00, $6.00 for orders under $150.00, and $9.00 
for orders over $150.00 Caution: You should be trained in the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. A division of Berry Industries. 
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serves as a handle to grasp the pin during 
disassembly. The front sling swivel has 
been mounted halfway up the suppressor 
tube on the left side. 

The trigger mechanism has been greatly 
simplified and now rests in a separate sub- 
assembly. Located on the left side of the 
sheet-metal trigger housing, the three- 
position selector lever provides for semi¬ 
automatic fire at the upper position (marked 
“1”). Rotating the lever to the center posi¬ 
tion (marked “2”) places the weapon into 
the full-auto mode. The lowest, or “safe,” 
position (marked “0”) blocks all sear and 
trigger movement. This arrangement needs 
to be reversed, as the more natural sequence 
is to move downward from safe to semiauto¬ 
matic and finally to full auto. A reddish 
brown phenolic pistol grip has been 
attached to the trigger housing at the proper 
grip-to-frame angle. 

A stamped sheet-metal magazine-well 
with flapper-type catch/release is riveted to 
the receiver tube. The curved, 30-round, 
two-position-feed magazines resemble 
those of the Type 64 but cannot be inter¬ 
changed. 

The sound suppressor on the new Type 85 
SMG has been altered extensively. 
Although the four-groove barrel with its 
right-hand twist remains 9.8 inches in 
length, it can now be removed from the 
receiver by the operator. The expansion 
chamber over the rear half of the Type 64’s 
barrel has been eliminated, but the four spi¬ 


ral rows of nine ports each at the front end of 
the barrel remain. A ported collar has been 
attached to the barrel at midpoint. It serves 
as the front end of an expansion chamber 
formed by the suppressor tube and a non- 
ported collar at the chamber end of the bar¬ 
rel. This front barrel collar also prevents the 
barrel from sliding forward once the sup¬ 
pressor tube is locked in place. There are 
now only 11 dished baffles in the stack, still 
held together by two rods. A knurled sur¬ 
face surrounding the suppressor tube in 
back of the front sling swivel acts as a grip¬ 
ping point to unscrew the tube from the 
receiver. As before, both the exterior and 
interior surfaces of the barrel and the baffle 
stack have been hard-chrome plated. Both 
sights remain on the suppressor tube and are 
identical to those of the Type 64. 

As a consequence of die new design, 
disassembly procedures have been further 
simplified. Withdraw the magazine, clear 
the weapon and move the bolt forward 
under control. Unscrew the suppressor 
tube’s front cap and withdraw the baffle 
stack. Depress the spring-loaded locking 
stud on top of the receiver above the barrel 
socket and unscrew the suppressor tube. 
Pull it forward and away from the barrel. 
Pull the barrel away from the receiver body. 
Push the trigger housing’s retaining pin 
from the right and remove it. Swing the 
trigger housing down and away from its 
front locking pin. Pull out the end cap’s 
retaining pin and remove the stock group. 


Withdraw the recoil spring from the receiv¬ 
er’s rear opening. Draw the bolt to the rear 
and pull out the retracting handle and its 
spring. Tip up the front of the receiver tube 
and the bolt will slide out the rear. Nothing 
more is necessary. Reassemble in the re¬ 
verse order. 

There were no stoppages of any kind dur¬ 
ing SOF’s 500-round test and evaluation of 
the Type 85 SMG. Because of its lower 
cyclic rate, experienced operators will have 
little difficulty firing consistent two- or 
three-shot bursts. Although the Type 85’s 
buttstock looks insubstantial, it proved to be 
an adequate firing platform, and both the 
accuracy potential and hit probability paral¬ 
leled the Type 64’s performance. Bolt clat¬ 
ter remained the same, but the sound sup¬ 
pression appeared to be qualitatively superi¬ 
or. I cannot explain this, as the suppressor 
seems to have been redesigned with an eye 
toward increased simplicity rather than en¬ 
hanced efficiency. Once more, during 
burst-fire sequences the suppressor tube 
overheated. I strongly recommend adoption 
of an asbestos cover. 

Both these weapons indicate the PLA’s 
awareness of the submachine gun’s limited 
role on the battlefield, both currently and in the 
future. SMGs will continue to exist only with 
their barrels surrounded by baffles and cans. 
They will continue to find favor only with elite 
units trained for highly specialized operations. 
Stressing design simplicity, long life and oper¬ 
ator maintainability, PRC’s Type 85 SMG 
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KiSAX: The Specs: ' \ 

• A knife, hand-axe and hammer 

• 440c stainless steel hardened to 
Rockwell 52-54 

• 12.50 inches long 

• 3.0 inch blade width 

• 7.25 inch blade length 

• 9 ounce cowhide sheath 


KtyAX: The Alpha Model: 

• Tang handle with molded high-impact 
grips in black or olive-drab 

• $110.00 plus $5.00 shipping & handling 


KtyAX: The Bravo Model: 

• Hollow, water-tight s/s handle 

• Hardened aluminum end cap 

• $175.00 plus $5.00 shipping & handling 


To Order: 

Call 1-800-777-8899 Visa or Mastercard 
or write: C & S Cutlery Inc. 

P.O. Box 7072 
Evanston, IL 60201 

Check, Visa or Mastercard number with 
Expiration date. 

• Specify left or right-handed sheath 

• Full refund if returned within ten days 

• Allow 4 to 6 weeks for shipping 

Dealer inquiries invited 


C » S Cutlery Incorporated 1987 


On the edge of nowhere, 
the only edge you need: t« 
K&AXtm 



NIGHT COMMAND 
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Classic Pilot’s Watch 
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aviator/racer watch, it's finished in handsome gunmetal 
black with matching black stainless steel band. The 
classic watch, because it has all The Right Stuff from 
its All Business outside to its high-tech electronic work¬ 
ings. This is today’s most popular watch — the perfect 
blend of history and style for men on the GO. Check out 
these features: Both Analog AND Digital time displays, 
with luminous hands and numeral markers and LCD 
dislay: allows for dual time zone settings; has 12/24 
European/Military time settings: reads hours, minutes, 
seconds, AM/PM, month, date and day of week: has a 
daily alarm and hourly chime; has a one-hour stopwatch 
with 1/100th second resolution; times splits, laps, time¬ 
outs and 1st/2nd place finishes; has a rotary time ring 
bezel; is water resistant to 50 meters {165-feet); has a 
1 Vi year battery; and mineral glass crystal so it will never 
scratch! PLUS the intricate QUARTZ movement is ac¬ 
curate to an amazing +/-15 seconds a month. At $46.00 
postpaid it’s a deal, but save by buying two for $86.00 
and save again when you order three for $120.00 
postpaid The Dutchman 
Dept. 1187 

9071 Metcalf, Suite 158 
Overland Park, KS 66212 


Analog/ 

Digital 

Combo 


MC/VISA and COD 

Copyright© 1987 


demonstrates sufficient ingenuity to warrant 
consideration by any group whose mission 
essential need statement includes low- 
signature devices. * 


DUSTOFF 

Continued from page 77 

Skilled medics onboard the chopper deter¬ 
mined the nature and extent of patients’ in¬ 
juries. Through constant update on patient 
load at various facilities, they could literally 
deliver patients to the door of the facility 
which would be best able to treat them with a 
minimum of delay. The destination facility 
would be advised of the number and nature of 
wounds to expect. Updates on patients’ condi¬ 
tions were radioed to the receiving hospital so 
triage and preparations could begin while the 
aircraft was inbound. Using this system, the 
patient was not always taken to the nearest 
facility, but to the facility where he would 
receive optimum care. 

Medevacs were also used to transport pa¬ 
tients to hospital ships when appropriate. 
Thus the unique capabilities of the helicop¬ 
ter surfaced to enable ships to be included in 
the list of potential destination facilities. 

More than 320,000 casualties were 
evacuated by helicopter during Vietnam. As 
a testimonial to the effectiveness of this 
form of patient transport in wartime, it’s 
estimated that between 80 and 85 percent of 
these casualties were returned to military 
duty in Vietnam or the United States follow¬ 
ing treatment and eventual discharge from 
the hospital. 

Vietnam enabled us to fully realize the 
multi-role potential of the helicopter. While 
Korea let us experiment with using the heli¬ 
copter at various tasks, Vietnam helped us 
to perfect the machines and the techniques. 
Dustoff was as permanent a part of the sol¬ 
dier’s vocabulary as “jeep;” 


Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 1977. Cor- 
regidor Courts housing area lies between 
Simon’s Army Air Field and Womack 
Army Hospital and the drop zones beyond. 
The residents of Corregidor Courts are 
greeted almost daily with the deep-throated 
“whump, whump, whump” of a Huey with 
red crosses painted on the sides and nose; 
flying nose down, all out, balls to the wall, 
heading for another part of post to transport 
a seriously injured soldier or civilian to 
Womack. A mass tactical jump by one of 
the 82nd’s battalions has turned into a mass 
casualty exercise for the medics. A skydiver 
at one of Bragg’s sport parachute clubs has 
malfunctioned in. A dependent child has 
been pulled, unconscious, from one of 
Bragg’s many lakes. Two carloads of teen¬ 
agers on Raeford Road decided to play 
“chicken” — and both lost. 

Whatever the mission, whether active 
duty, dependents or strictly civilians were 
involved, Ft. Bragg’s medevac unit was 
ready to respond. Through a program called 
MAST (Military Assistance to Safety and 
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Traffic), a medevac unit could respond, at 
the request of civilian emergency person¬ 
nel, to an emergency anywhere within the 
range of their Hueys. Patients were trans¬ 
ported to a civilian or military hospital, 
wherever the appropriate level of care could 
be obtained. As civilian agencies and com¬ 
panies began to provide air ambulance serv¬ 
ice to a given geographical area, the MAST 
program responsible for that area was 
phased out. At those posts, medevac units 
responded primarily to requests originating 
from the military, for the military. 

In April 1981 the first of a new breed of 
helicopter was delivered to the Army. Army 
design specifications called for a helicopter 
that could carry a three-man crew and 11 
combat troops at 10,400 feet for 2.3 hours 
flight time on a hot (95 degree) day, after 
making a vertical ascent of 450 feet per 
minute. Sikorsky Aircraft met those speci¬ 
fications with the UH-60A Blackhawk. 

The Blackhawk is a multi-role aircraft. 
Fitted with external pylons, it can carry 
extra fuel, in external tanks, for longer mis¬ 
sions. A very wide range of ordnance can be 
mounted on the removable pylons. It can 
carry 8,000 pounds in a sling-load con¬ 
figuration. In addition to its three-man 
crew, it will carry 14 fully equipped combat 
troops — three above spec requirements. In 
a medevac configuration, the aircraft can 
carry up to four litter patients and 10 
ambulatory patients. Designed to normally 
fly at 16,250 pounds gross weight, it can be 
flown, if necessary, at a gross weight of 
20,250 pounds with little loss in perfor¬ 
mance. It cruises at 145 knots (about 167 
mph) and has a maximum speed of 193 
knots (222 mph). 

Once an aircraft is shot down, it and its 
cargo are no longer useful to the mission. To 
this end, the Blackhawk was designed with 
survivability in mind. It has a reduced noise 
level, emits no visible smoke or flame, and 
has a reduced radar cross section. The crew 
seats are armor plated. It uses ballistic toler¬ 
ant rotor systems made of titanium and 
fiberglass. Its fuel system is self-sealing, 
even to tracer fire. It has double control 
systems and triple electric and hydraulic 
systems. Though having twin turbine en¬ 
gines, it can fly safely on only one. Like 
larger, fixed-wing jet aircraft, the Black¬ 
hawk has a de-icing system and engine and 
auxiliary fire detection and extinguisher 
systems. 

The airframe is more than 50 feet long, 
over IV 2 feet wide and almost 17 feet high. 
Its main rotor cuts a 53%-foot diameter hole 
in the air. Its tail rotor is 11 feet in diameter. 
The most descriptive word for this aircraft 
and its design capabilities is “impressive.” 

The name Blackhawk comes not from an 
Indian tribe, or even an Indian chief, but an 
Indian warrior. Ma-Ka-TaJ-Me-She-Kia- 
Kiah, or “Black Sparrow Hawk” (Black¬ 
hawk), was a member of the Sauk tribe in 
what is now Illinois. He became a warrior at 
age 15 and is said to have led war parties 
against the Osage and Cherokee tribes 
shortly thereafter. He was highly respected 
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by his tribe and was asked to sit on the 
council of chiefs. Asked who he was, that 
he should sit on these councils, he is said to 
have replied, “I will tell you who I am. I am 
a Sauk — my father was a Sauk. I am a 
warrior, and so was my father. Ask those 
young men who have followed me to battle 
and they will tell you who Blackhawk is!” 
Given the attitude of its namesake, there 
could be no more fitting name for an aircraft 
such as this. 

Although the Huey will remain part of the 
Army’s TO&E well into the 21st century (it 
will not be replaced one-for-one by the 
Blackhawk), its days are numbered. The 
Army has bought all the Hueys it had 
planned to purchase; the Blackhawk will 
now be bought until a helicopter superior to 
it is needed, designed and built. As every¬ 
one knows, most things sold to the military 
sound good on paper, but the true test of a 
system such as this is how it actually per¬ 
forms when the shooting’s for real. Can it 
deliver men and equipment on a battlefield? 
Can it carry the wounded to safety? 


In the pre-dawn hours of Tuesday, 25 
October 1983, the test came. Several weeks 
earlier, Prime Minister Maurice Bishop of 
Grenada, along with much of his cabinet, 
was arrested and executed. This would ordi¬ 
narily be of little concern to most Amer¬ 
icans. Grenada is a small Caribbean island. 
Small Caribbean islands are frequently the 
site of attempted coups. Grenada was slight¬ 


ly different. It is the location of the St. 
George’s University School of Medicine, 
catering to Americans. As a consequence, 
approximately 1,200 Americans resided on 
the island. 

Prior to the takeover, intelligence agen¬ 
cies had noted the build-up of Cubans on the 
island. It was later learned that Cuban 
troops, as well as their Soviet advisers, were 
behind the coup. On 21 October, a 10-ship 
convoy carrying some 1,900 U.S. Marines 
was diverted from its intended destination 
with orders to steam for Grenada. The air¬ 
port had been closed and the Americans 
were unable to leave the country. Fearing 
that the Americans on Grenada would suffer 
the same fate as those who were in Iran 
when the Shah was deposed, President 
Reagan ordered the Marines, along with 
Army Rangers and airborne troops, to inter¬ 
cede on behalf of the students and their 
families. The rescue mission made use of 
nine UH-1 Hueys and 32 UH-60 Black- 
hawks. 

Functioning in each of its roles, the Black¬ 
hawk performed as claimed and then some. 
During one phase of the operation, a Black¬ 
hawk received massive damage. Later 45 bul¬ 
let holes were counted, including some in both 
the main and tail rotors and the fuel tank. The 
flight controls were completely shot away. 
With the pilot mortally wounded, the crippled 
chopper went on to complete its mission and 
subsequently crashed. Everyone onboard, 
other than the pilot, walked away. In the tradi¬ 


tion of its namesake, Blackhawk had passed 
the true test. 

There was a time when being wounded 
meant almost certain death, either from ex- 
sanguination or infection. That time has 
passed. Modem medicine and high-quality 
medics in the field have contrived to drasti¬ 
cally reduce the number of wounds that 
result in a soldier’s death. The helicopter 
has strengthened the one weak link in the 
chain of battlefield medicine — transporta¬ 
tion of the wounded. 

Vikings believed that at the end of a battle, 
beautiful maidens riding pure white steeds 
would swoop down upon the battlefield, select 
the warriors who had distinguished them¬ 
selves and carry them to Valhalla. In more 
recent times, soldiers felt that if they had 
fought bravely and for a just cause, angels 
would sweep them off the field of battle to a 
place of honor in heaven. In a recent inter¬ 
view, an Afghan soldier related the same be¬ 
lief by his comrades and himself. 

Today’s warrior may lie bleeding on the 
field of battle and believe he hears the wings 
of approaching angels, but in reality it will 
be the beat of the dustoff’s rotors. * 


SOLID SHIELD 

Continued from page 73 

Brief exchanges of fire between the now 
firmly entrenched landing force and the 
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conventional sights. 

This rugged unit is powered by two standard 9-volt 
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transmit it up to one mile away (depending on ambient 
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Not to be confused with a cheap FM wireless microphone, the 
Ultra II uses a four-stage circuitand high quality components 
to achieve maximum performance. Uses one 9-volt battery. 
Simple final assembly required. Intended for testing and 
experimentation; may be illegal if used for surveillance. 
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Telephone Tape Recorder Starter Switch 
tapes BOTH sides of conversation, modular plug¬ 
in fits most phones, fits any recorder. $39.95 
10 Hour Recorder, extended play, works with 
above switch. $125. (Shipping $5.) 

Electronic Tracking Device and receiver. 
Follow anyone or anything from up to five 
miles away! $2,995. 

New! The Evaluator Phone Tap Detector 
State of the art micro processor. $595. (call for 
details) 

TD-17 RF (Bug) Detector hand held. High 
quality, low cost, only $198. Simpleone-button 
tuning enables first time users to sweep homes 
or small offices. 


The Scrambler 

The Scrambler protects your sensitive phone conversations 
between two or more users by electronically converting 
normal speech to unintelligible scrambled speech and back to 
normal, dear conversation at the other end of the phone. (A 
scrambler is required at each end of the phone.) 

• Portable, fits most telephone hand sets (standard, mobile, 
cellular and pay phones) 

• 13,122 user programmable access codes 

• Uses standard 9-volt battery 

■ 4 factory code groups totalling over 52,000 possible codes 

• Fully self-contained 

• Weighs only 9 ounces 


$299. ea. (minimum of two required) 
($10. Shipping/insurance) 


Tear Gas Grenades 

Clear Out has a continuous dis¬ 
charge vaI ve that em p ties its contents 
in 28 seconds in an area of23,000+ 
cu. ft. using CS tear gas. Doesn't 
burn, isn't flammable, leaves little 
residue, will not obscure vision and 
cleans up easily. Intended to be 
thrown, Clear Out is 5" long and 
2 VT in diameter with a weight approximate to that of a baseball. 



6 pack $66. (Shipping $3.50); case of 12 $117. (Shipping $5,); 
five or more cases $99. ea. (Shipping $5. ea.) 


NOTE: Shipped UPS ground only. Prepaid orders only. 
CHECK STATE AND LOCAL LAWS BEFORE ORDERING. 
No license required in most states. Not shipped to California. 
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Just think, if they declare war, 

we can stay until it's over . . , 


1988 Wall Calendar 

13 Full Color Cartoons 

8l/2”x IOV2” 

$10 includes shipping and handling. 
Allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

Share the camaraderie and laughter from 
the years past, designed by Viet-vet 
cartoonist Joe Conforti. 

Send check or money order with name, 
address and amount of calendars to: 

“GRUNTS” Calendar 
26 Nickerson Drive 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

“Perfect gift for the vet, long overdue" 


FIRST TIME AVAILABLE IN U.S.A.! 
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machine guns will be available soon, as well 
as a new model featuring multiple colors 
(green, red and amber). 

So equipped, it was off to the desert to 
punch some paper. As no acoustic measur¬ 
ing devices were available, our assessment 
of the Ciener sound suppressor is no more 
than qualitative. Nevertheless, this “can” 
is quiet and makes no more sound at the 
muzzle than your Daisy Red Ryder BB gun. 
Since we fired only standard-velocity 
ammunition, there was no downrange 
“crack,” and when targeted against rocks 
or water, the sound of the impact, normally 
completely masked, was every bit as loud as 
an unsuppressed .22’s muzzle blast. 

With 96 ports, we still lost only 150 fps of 
velocity (10 feet from the muzzle), as our 
average was about 1,000 fps with Eley 
Match, Eley Tenex and Remington 22 
Target ammunition. 

Although the standard deviation dropped 
when all three lots of ammunition were fired 
through the suppressed M77/22, the group 
size increased when compared to our con¬ 
trol rifle, a Savage/Anschutz Model 54 
Sporter with a 23-inch barrel. At 50 yards, 
Eley match ammunition will shoot consis¬ 
tent ,6-inch groups, off the bench, through 
either the Savage/Anschutz Model 54 or an 
unaltered Ruger M77/22. Our best five-shot 
group through the suppressed M77/22 mea¬ 
sured 1.3 inches. Why? 

No cartridge is more sensitive to inclu¬ 
sions in the bore or improper crowning than 
the .22 rimfire with its tiny 40-grain lead 
projectile. Although I must confess to nit¬ 
picking, as the accuracy of Ciener’s rifle is 
more than adequate for the intended pur¬ 
pose, there were numerous burrs in the bore 
around some of the port holes. 

Is there a solution? Unfortunately, electro 
discharge machining (EDM), as exempli¬ 
fied by the Mag-na-port process, would be 
far too expensive. However, while drills 
will often push metal forward to cause burrs 
such as these in the bore, four-fluted high¬ 
speed carbide end mills, when driven at 
speeds up to 7,000 rpm by a high-speed 
spindle on the Bridgeport milling machine, 
will cut without pushing metal forward. 

Our Trijicon scope performed as ex¬ 
pected: superbly. Target acquisition with 
the center dot and two sidebars is extremely 
rapid, and yet the reticle pattern remains 
more than adequate for precision shooting. 
Both target and reticle imagery under sub¬ 
dued light are outstanding. If there was ever 
an all-purpose scope, this is it, and its sport¬ 
ing, police and military applications are 
without equal. 

In summary, Ruger’s classic Mil 122 fit¬ 
ted with Jonathan Ciener’s economical 
sound suppressor and topped with the excel¬ 
lent Trijicon scope forms an intriguing in¬ 
troduction into the world of quiet shooting 
in the shadows. ^ 
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EMERALD TRIANGLE 
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have been found with razor blades embed¬ 
ded in them, thus discouraging anyone from 
grabbing them off of a plant. Even deadfall- 
type spike traps and punji traps have been 
found. (These have brought the most suspi¬ 
cion upon Vietnam vets.) 

Frank Packwood, USFS officer working 
the area, remembers one patch so full of 
high explosives that, had it detonated, it 
would have killed everyone in the patch. 
Many of the HE devices found have been 
wired with batteries, electric blasting caps 
and trip wires of almost invisible fishing 
line filament. 

Every conceivable kind and caliber of 
weapon has been encountered and confis¬ 
cated. “We started out armed with only our 
pistols and a few AR-15, .223-caliber semi¬ 
automatic rifles,” explains another USFS/ 
CAMP officer working in Trinity County of 
the Triangle, “but after the stuff we began 
to confiscate, and getting machine gunned a 
few times, we changed that.” 

The USFS still has the AR-15s in its 
inventory, but now also has full-auto CAR- 
15s and 12-gauge semiauto shotguns in 
addition to its .357 Magnum revolvers 
(mostly Smith & Wesson). CAMP also re¬ 
portedly has M60 machine guns for the 
choppers (no comment from CAMP) and 
M79 grenade launchers if needed in serious 
situations (again, no comment from CAMP 
officials). 

“One thing’s for sure today,” said one 
CAMP officer I talked with, “if they [grow¬ 
ers] want to get into a firefight, they are 
going to find themselves on the business end 
of one hell of a lot of firepower and ord¬ 
nance.” 

He continued, “Whereas in years past we 
went after the pot more than the growers, 
that has all changed to the opposite ... a lot 
of good men out here doing a difficult, 
dangerous job for too little pay are getting 
damn fed up with these people. 

“We want to put these people behind 
bars, and if the courts and judges will do 
their part [many have been criticized for 
too-lenient sentences for pot growers], 
we’ll clean these people and their drugs out 
of here so that the woods are safe for people 
to enjoy again. 

“Hell,” he went on, “this easy big-time 
money has corrupted the morality of people 
up here so bad that you’ve got legitimate 
new 4x4-truck dealerships complaining that 
we should ‘lay off the growers and quit 
wasting money! 

“ That's how it’s like Vietnam — we 
barely have the support of a lot of the people 
up here. When one pot plant [one pound of 
processed buds] can bring in $3,000, it gets 
to people’s judgment.” 

Indicative of some of the anti-CAMP, 
pro-grower attitudes present in the Triangle 
is a local radio station located in Redway, 
Humboldt County. Much to the ire of 
CAMP and local law enforcement working 
with CAMP, this station has made a practice 
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in past years of alerting growers to impend¬ 
ing CAMP activity, sites where choppers 
are seen flying and so forth, as a “ service to 
the growers.” The station also supports a 
citizens’ watchdog group representing 
growers’ interests under the guise of report¬ 
ing civil rights violations by CAMP, and 
carries reports of such violations (such as 
choppers frightening children) over the air 
in daily broadcasts. 

An unofficial survey of over a hundred 
locals in the Triangle by this author indi¬ 
cates , however, that most people—over 80 
percent — want the growing stopped, not 
because they object to marijuana as much as 
to the violence and perhaps small percent¬ 
age of growers who resort to booby traps 
and shooting at anyone who wanders too 
close to their patches. They say they don’t 
mind the drone of aircraft and choppers, 
squads of CAR-15-toting men in cammies 
jumping out to grab growers and often roar¬ 
ing up through the woods on three-wheel 
ATVs and dirt bikes — if it will get these 
undesirable growers out of the Triangle. 

The profile of the growers seems to break 
down into three distinct categories. First, 
and the most troublesome, are the profes¬ 
sionals who grow big crops (hundreds or 
thousands of plants), booby trap them and 
defend them with weapons — the ones who 
confront and terrorize hikers, hunters and 
vacationers. Second, you have the more 
gentle old hippie types, many of whom 
moved to the woods more for the natural 
lifestyle and perhaps to escape the fading, 
deteriorated ’60s- and ’70s-generation en¬ 
claves like Berkeley, Boulder and Madison, 
and who generally grow only enough to 
smoke and subsidize their work or welfare 
checks. Last, you have the older, retired 
folk — ex-loggers or even miners out of 
work from an almost vanished industry — 
all of whom know better but see the easy 
bucks and perhaps are shown the ropes and 
encouraged by younger, more serious grow¬ 
ers who offer them cash on the spot for their 
bud-laden plants at harvest. 

From my own personal knowledge, I would 
feel safe in saying that over half of the popula¬ 
tion found in rural areas of the Emerald 
Triangle is growing pot to one extent or 
another, and that is being conservative. 

There are a lot of Vietnam veterans living 
in the backwoods of the Triangle. Most 
have simply sought out and found this part 
of California because of its otherwise peace¬ 
ful and natural secluded beauty. Argue if 
you will whether many are involved in 
growing pot. I strongly believe not. 

Nonetheless, it can be a mind-boggling 
flashback to Vietnam for those of us who 
witness this pot war. Besides the obvious 
similarities — choppers, cammies on 
almost everyone, weapons everywhere you 
look and booby traps in the bush — the 
terrain, vegetation and climate add even 
more realism to old memories. Much of the 
year, mist and clouds hang motionless 
among the mountain peaks and valleys, 
very reminiscent of northern I Corps in 
Vietnam. The temperature can climb into 
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the hundreds in the valleys, and California 
has its own versions of “wait-a-minute 
vines,** mosquitoes, snakes and impenetra¬ 
ble tangled brush and thorns. The armed- 
camp mentality that permeates this area dur¬ 
ing “season” does not help one to relax, 
either. 

Any outsider to the area will find the 
grocery and hardware stores in the Triangle 
stocked full of weird and alien gadgets and 
devices they have probably never seen be¬ 
fore. The pot industry has turned sleepy, 
barely surviving establishments into thriv¬ 
ing warehouses carrying plastic hose in 500- 
and 1,000-foot rolls; miles of Vi-inch 
tubing; the entire world and spectrum of 
PVC pipe and fittings; timers to turn water 
off and on; mixer-proportioners to mix solu¬ 
ble high-tech pot fertilizers with water and 
distribute them to plants; all manner and 
fashion of grow-bags, pots and buckets; 
emitters and drippers; water-pressure con¬ 
trol valves; ceiling-high stacks of fertilizers 
that are specially designed for pot; soil pH- 
control solutions; termite killer; deer repel¬ 
lent; and on and on and on. It’s all part of a 
multimillion-dollar industry that exists and 
thrives because of the pot industry. It would 
take another long article to catalog and ex¬ 
plain the literally thousands of products that 
have been developed and are sold to feed the 
hunger of the growers. Law enforcement 
would like to do something about all these 
made-for-pot-growing products but, just as 
paraphernalia for using drugs is legal in 
most cases, so are all the materials the grow¬ 
ers use. And besides, the whole marijuana 
industry pumps so much money into the 
economies of the Triangle villages and 
cities, there is little local support to ban such 
products. 

If one looks at the pot war from the per¬ 
spective of the growers, it is a real chamber 
of horrors. Many growers have started crops 
only to abandon them because of extreme 
paranoia and nervousness. And growing 
marijuana is hard work, if it is done proper¬ 
ly, using state-of-the-art materials and tend¬ 
ing the plants so as to get a yield of both 
quality and quantity. 

Growers face the possibility of a bust 
every day, from the first day their tiny plants 
sprout to the time they have harvested and 
sold it eight months later. From about late 
August to late October, the harvest season, 
they also face the daily possibility of count¬ 
less rip-off artists, “pot pirates” who flood 
into the area from all over hell to grab the 
quick and sometimes easy money a stolen 
crop will bring them. 

More recently there has blossomed yet 
another worry for the growers, one which 
most of them are not even aware of: the 
existence of organized, professional “pot 
meres.” I personally know of three differ¬ 
ent such groups, and they differ greatly 
from the hodgepodge of rip-off pirates who 
often prey on a fellow grower’s crop with a 
hasty five-minute hack with machetes in the 
night. 

The pot mercenaries, on the other hand, 
use the same equipment and skills that 
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CAMP does. They are mostly Vietnam 
veterans (who are veterans of another bush 
war) and they use the same techniques to 
take down a pot patch as they did to elimi¬ 
nate a VC camp in Vietnam. Reconnais¬ 
sance patrols to locate and check for booby 
traps are mounted first, then a detailed and 
well-coordinated plan is formulated, re¬ 
hearsed and finally carried out. These peo¬ 
ple are better armed than CAMP or most 
growers, and they will blow your ass away. 

Motivation for such pot meres is usually 
the seizure of the crop and/or cash on hand 
from a buyer, thus most of them operate at 
or after harvest. However, one such team of 
pot meres that I personally know of does its 
thing more out of dislike of pot growers than 
anything else. This particular team consists 
of eight Vietnam veterans, with a sprinkling 
of ex-Force Recon Marines, Green Berets 
and Navy SEALs among them. They are all 
Vietnam combat veterans and they all have 
jobs and businesses scattered across the 
country. They come together to take down 
pot growers — under the guise of being deer 
hunters — in the Emerald Triangle each 
harvest time. I talked with two of them 
recently. “Jack” is a 23-year veteran of the 
Marine Corps, much of that time spent in 
Force Recon and Division Recon, including 
three tours in Vietnam. He has his own 
private investigation business in another 
state. 

“I don’t like the bastards,” he told me 
(meaning the pot growers). “They live off 
welfare, screw up the forests for everyone 
and most of them are either leftists or out¬ 
right commies! 

“They’ve hurt some people,” he con¬ 
tinued, “and CAMP hasn’t got a chance in 
hell of stopping them because, as soon as it 
busts them, the courts spank their hands and 
they’re back growing again in a week.” 

Jack said they “took down’ ’ a large patch 
last year (2,000-plus plants) that had about 
six growers guarding it and was booby 
trapped with crude pipe bombs. 

“We moved to within about 30 yards of 
them on two sides, pitched eight stun gre¬ 
nades and emptied 300 rounds of tracer 
from eight CAR-15s on full auto,” Jack 
said. “You should’ve seen those assholes 
run!” 

“We didn’t hit any of them, but we 
started two or three small fires with the 
tracer ammo, put them out and then started 
going through a small cabin nearby where 
they were living,” said “Tripwire,” 
another of the pot meres of this team. 

“In the cabin was a suitcase with $62,000 
cash in it, with airline tags from airports in 
Boston, New York and San Francisco. We 
hit them while one of their buyers was 
there,” Jack went on. 

“We also confiscated about 40 pounds of 
manicured pot buds that were not yet dry,” 
he said, “and the rest of the pot we cut down 
and left for CAMP, who we called later.” 

* ‘ And just to show you what kind of fuck¬ 
ers these growers are,” Tripwire told me, 
“they had a goddamn VC flag on the wall 
and some old posters announcing an anti- 
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imperialist ‘U.S. Aggressors, Get Out of 
Central America’ rally in Berkeley, Califor¬ 
nia, a year earlier.” 

“When I saw that shit, I wished we’d 
have wasted the SOBs,” Jack snarled. 

I asked them if they had ever found any 
more evidence that growers fall into the 
leftist/commie-sympathizer bag. 

“Yeah,” Jack answered. “We were up 
in Oregon two years ago and took down a 
patch that had a certificate from Cuba that 
was for service in the Venceremos Brigade 
[the group of U.S. students and others who 
went to harvest sug v cane for Castro in the 
late ’60s and ’70s]. 

“Man, this Emerald Triangle is one big 
can of worms,” Tripwire said. “And it’s a 
shame that CAMP won’t utilize people like 
us to help get rid of these scumbags ... 
we’ve approached CAMP and the DEA be¬ 
fore, and they won’t even talk about it ... 
fine, we’ll take care of business ourselves. ’ ’ 

This group of pot meres calls itself 
“MSG” (after Maritime Studies Group, a 
SOG-related activity that worked out of Da 
Nang during the Vietnam War, and one in 
which several of the pot meres served). 
They told me they will be back “deer hunt¬ 
ing” in the Triangle again this year. 

4 4 At least now, if we can recon and locate 
some patches on private land, we can open¬ 
ly apply for reward money (any confiscated 
cash or properties) from CAMP and just 
turn them in,” Jack said, “but it’s a hell of a 
lot more fun to just take them down and, in a 
couple of cases, a lot more profitable.” 

In fact, it is true that now anyone who 
turns in a pot crop is eligible for a portion of 
cash or money from sale of any property 
confiscated as a result. This author was un¬ 
able to locate any persons who have re¬ 
ceived such reward money, mainly because 
it is done anonymously for the protection of 
the informant. CAMP has indicated, 
however, that it has been done in a few cases 
already. 

In one local case, a man who had a jewel¬ 
ry business in Eureka, California, hired two 
other men to grow pot on some mountain 
land he had in the Triangle. The crop was 
busted by CAMP, the two men talked and 
the Eureka man lost not only his land in the 
mountains where the pot was grown, but 
also his jewelry business. Rumor has it that 
someone collected quite a bundle for the 
tip-off. 

So, the growers now have to worry about 
one hell of a lot of things going bad for them 
— CAMP and the USFS with bush patrols 
and helicopters, rip-off artists of endless 
variety, real deer hunters and fishermen, 
hikers and vacationers, and pot meres 
equipped with automatic weapons, state-of- 
the-art communications gear, grenades, 
night-vision scopes and the skill of tours of 
combat in Vietnam. 

And despite the official CAMP attitude 
that frowns upon pot meres, a lot of things 
go on in the Emerald Triangle that are 
ignored implicitly by the authorities. And 
what can a grower do after being confronted 
and robbed? Call in a report to the police? 
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From one of West Germany’s most famous gun makers comes this truly unique 51/2" long 
pen that uses a standard refill and produces one of the b o ldest, hi ghest q uality in k strok es 

p°3 U i707 erse !i7.95 [Tree if you ’re serious 

GERMAN MILITARY BOOT KNIFE hi-tech, hi-tac catalog cc 

Designed by (he Vte German Bundeswehr tea- I ^Bfc- taming hundreds of rare, 
turing Solingen craftsmanship, metallurgy, and I tSygear^ ltemsp usm 

hand detail. Stainless steel blade has false edge ■ use your visa, mc, 

and is sandblasted to non-reflective finish. Dura- I ^ amex orsend’chec 

ble, non-slip micarta handle. Each knife comes in ■ V , w OR ordf E r by R phonf 

a lightly ciled harness leather sheath with boot clip, i _J| Af\AI 

A Collector’s item from Kershaw. Overall size: 9Vfc", I ™ 

Blade, 4%". ^ 1 428-1248 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS 


\ Brigade_ 

Quartermasters 

ACTION «£A8 

1025 Cote Wemaoonai BMd 
feme** 0.30144 404 428-124 


M01435 


MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 


NON-LETHAL 


STUNS 

AND 

IMMOBILIZES 


VISUALLY INTIMIDATING HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE AFFECTIVE 
UP TO 20' ON MOST ATTACKERS. JACK FOR RECHARGING, SAFETY 
SWITCH, AND ALL NECESSARY LABELING. 

SEND $99.50 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS , dept, sof 

BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 
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AREA CODE 

303 


PIKES PEAK AREA 

CRIME STOPPERS 

P.O. Box 2169 * COLORADO SPRINGS, CO. 80901 • 634-7867 


REWARD 

$ 50 , 000 * 

A prominent citizen, Mrs. Barbara Freyschlag of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado was murdered in her home on October 
25,1986. She was found by her husband when he returned 
home from an out-of-town trip. She had been shot several 
times, at close range, with a .38-caliber handgun. 

We are seeking any information regarding this crime 

REWARD 
up to $50,000* 

For information leading to the Arrest, Filing of Charges, and Conviction of 
the person responsible for the slaying of Mrs. Barbara Freyschlag 

Reward funds being administered by Pikes Peak Area Crime Stoppers, Inc. of Colorado 
Springs on behalf of the Barbara Freyschlag reward committee. 

Tikes Peak Area Crimestoppers, Inc. reserves the right to determine ALL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
for payment of the reward, or for any partial payment. This offer is subject to termination on 12-31 -87 but 
may be extended to 12-31-88. 



Victim Barbara Freyschlag 


Area code 303 





UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 

★ FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. ★ 

★ FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 ★ 


G.l. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 

$ 45.00 

G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKET 

$ 52.00 

OD.CAMO.BLUE,BLACK XS-XL 


OD.CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 


G.l. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 

45.00 

G.l. LINER FOR M-65 

15.75 

S-XL 


XS-XL 


G.l. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 

85.00 

G.l. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 

120.00 

SUB-ZERO S-XL 


SUB-ZERO XS-XL 


U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/O SLEEVES) 
OD.BLUE,CAMO, BLACK XS-XL 

36.00 

G.l. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 

40.00 


STATE CHEST SIZE 


GJ. PONCHO LINER, CAMO 

22.00 

G.l. SLEEPING BAG 

85.00 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 

2/10.00 

G.l. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 

10.00 

S-XL 


6Vq - 7V4 


G.l. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 

25.00 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 


G.l. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 

25.00 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 


WOODLAND SET {SHIRT & PANTS) 

45.00 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

47.00 

G.l. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 


CAMO TUBE SOX 

3/10.00 



1 SIZE FITS ALL 


CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

15.00 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 

14.50 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

15.00 

S-M-L 


T-SHIRT 

2/9.00 

G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 

5.00 



CANTEEN - OD or BLACK 


BOMBER JACKET 

20.00 

COVER — OD.BLACK or CAMO 


M-65 STYLE JACKET 

35.00 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 



fe.00 

min. order $10.00 


ADJUSTABLE HAT 



FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 




WRITE: U.M.O. 


FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 

6221 6th AVE 


IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 




No way, although it has happened before, 
usually resulting in the arrest of the ripped- 
off grower, with the robbers long gone and 
not being pursued very hard by the author¬ 
ities, either. 

Also noticed by the pot meres I talked 
with are increasing numbers of FBI 
“Wanted” posters in local post offices for 
— are you ready, Vietnam vets? — Viet¬ 
namese criminals and Cubans suspected of 
being in this area, perhaps to join the ranks 
of pot growers. This area of tangled brush 
and deep forested mountains has long been a 
haven of sorts for outlaws and rugged indi¬ 
vidualists, too, but the pot war here now has 
overloaded it with the former. 

Meanwhile, at this very moment literally 
millions of dark green, wide-leafed mari¬ 
juana plants are thriving in their hidden 
lairs, slowly producing the potent purple 
cannabis buds, sticky with resin, infamous 
for the instant devastation to the psyche 
from one hit when smoked, which in the 
Emerald Triangle is referred to as “The 
Kind.” Soon it will again become the #1 
cash crop of California, as it was last year, 
and be on its way to the lungs of America’s 
youth. Along with it grows the attendant 
violence, fear and death that are evident in 
northern California — a direct result of the 
marijuana crops. 

It is not a pretty picture. And for all those 
misguided yahoos out there who are think¬ 
ing about growing marijuana to get rich 
quick—my advice to you is to think again if 
you’re considering northern California’s 
Emerald Triangle. ^ 


for more 

INFORMATION 

Readers interested in the Emerald 
Triangle and CAMP should write: 

U.S. Forest Service 
Shasfa-Trinity National Forest 
2400 Washington Ave. 

Redding, CA 96001 

Cainrpaign Against Marijuana Planting 
Department of Justice 
State of California 
Sacramento. CA 95814 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 24 

plex mathematical formula or detailed 
instructions on how to measure cracks 
in ballistic gelatin and what those 
cracks really mean. What we have in¬ 
stead is the ratio of one-shot stops by 
handgun rounds used against people. 

How does the .45 ACP fare in the 
real world? Is it the ultimate manstop- 
per? Does it really stop fights 19 times 
out of 20 with one shot? Do they all 
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really fall to hardball? 

Actually, hardball doesn’t do that 
badly, producing one-shot stops 
approximately 65 percent of the time 
(based on 35 incidents) when em¬ 
ployed against human targets. The ob¬ 
vious problem is that, the other 35 per¬ 
cent of the time, people shot with hard¬ 
ball go on to commit various antisocial 
acts. Before .45 fans get too angry or 
depressed, they should realize that our 
very best fight stopper (Winchester .41 
Magnum Silvertip) only does it 80 per¬ 
cent of the time (based on five inci¬ 
dents) with one shot 

While real world results are substan¬ 
tially below RSP predictions, they are 
also substantially higher than RII fore¬ 
casts. Frankly, I think the whole RII 
scale ought to be thrown in the trash. 
As a full-time homicide investigator I 
attended autopsies on a regular basis 
and I never saw any evidence of the 
hydrostatic shock (shock created by 
the movement of fluids in the body) 
that high velocity handgun rounds are 
supposed to produce. Even more sig¬ 
nificant is the fact that I interviewed a 
number of shooting survivors who had 
taken rounds that the RII scale consid¬ 
ers “death rays” in the chest cavity 
without suffering any degree of incapa¬ 
citation. 

While the very best .45 ACP hollow- 
point load (Winchester Silvertip) raises 
the success ratio only slightly above 
hardball, I carry STs in my .45s. Why? 
Because in actual shootings, hardball 
has a tendency to overpenetrate on 
torso shots. 

Again, we need to understand that 
the key is bullet placement. No hand¬ 
gun, regardless of caliber, is a decisive 
fight stopper. We carry them because 
other options are either unavailable or 
illogical. Remember, intelligent men 
and women do not take handguns to a 
gunfight with any degree of enthu¬ 
siasm. 

When it comes to selecting a hand¬ 
gun for defensive purposes, we should 
choose a weapon that meets the fol¬ 
lowing criteria: reliability, accuracy, 
comfort, concealability, moderate re¬ 
coil, and chambered for a cartridge 
that offers reasonable stopping power. 
The .45 auto loaded with hardball, of 
course, meets this description. As a 
full-time Special Weapons and Tactics 
trainer, I carry a high capacity 9mm 
pistol. If, however, they took it away 
and gave me a .45 I would go about 
my duties with the same sense of confi¬ 
dence. ^ 

SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


THEY NEED 

YOUR HELP 

Soldiers go into combat with worn-out boots, 
thin socks, no cleaning gear for their rifles, 
no poncho or poncho liner against torrential 
rains and worn-out web gear. They're troop¬ 
ers in the Salvadoran Army and Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters. Being brave, tough and 
willing isn't good enough without basic 
equipment. They need: 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks • Uniforms 

Cammie, fatigue or khaki (medium and small 
ONLY: These people are small) 

Rifle/MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(pistol belts, LBE suspenders, pouches for 30-r> 
M16 magazines, canteens, canteen covers, etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos/Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets • K-Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send the above equipment or your cash dona¬ 
tion to: 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FUND 

c/o Soldier of Fortune 

Attn: Mr. Blake 

UPS: U.S. MAIL: 

5735 Arapahoe P.O. Box 693 

Boulder. CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 
Please include a packing list and name of donor 
with all donations. Also, indicate whether or not 
you would like this information printed. 

Donations not tax deductible. (Wc haven't convinced the IK5 that 
killing Communist Is a "charitable or educational" activity.) 

We ll see that they get to the fighting units that are defending 
your and our freedom. Do it NOW and pass the word to your 
friends. 


BeHlert 

Precision 

PRECISION CUSTOM GUNS 
HOME OF THE FAMOUS ''PATENTED'' 
PIVOTING TRIGGER SYSTEM ON 
COLT 1911-TYPE PISTOLS — FOR THE FIRST 
TIME A "SAFE" 2-Lfe+LB. TRIGGER PULL WITH 
THE RELIABILITY OF A FACTORY UNWORKED 
TRIGGER! 

WE BUILD CUSTOM GUNS FOR DEFENSE, 
COMPETITION AND HUNTING 

*** NEW •** NEW *** NEW m 
WE NOW DO CUSTOMIZING ON RIFLES AND 
SHOTGUNS - CALL OR SEND FOR A 
CATALOG TO GET DETAILS 
WE DO WORK ON COLTS, BROWNINGS, 
RUGERS, SPRINGFIELD ARMORY, HK, 
BERETTA, WALTHERS, SIGS, HI-STDS, ETC, 
WE BUILD COMPENSATORS IN ,38supers, 9mm, 
.41 action express, 10mm &.45ACP 
NOW WORKING ON ACTION ARMS .41 ACTION 
EXPRESS WITH BARRELS IN STOCK FOR 
COLT AND BROWNING PISTOLS 
WE DO TEFLON, CHROME, NICKEL, 
MAG-NA-PORT, SIGHT WORK, ACCURACY 
WORK, CHECKERING, ETC. 

SEND $2.50 FOR OUR 20-page price catalog 


BeHlert Precision 

RD2; BOX 36C Route 611 North 
Pipersville, PA 18947 
(215) 766-8680 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE • DOWN BLOWGUN 

SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 

NEW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE 


60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 




DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts 

Our guns come 

$10.00 per 100 

IMMCn 

fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
you have to put 
\ together .^ 

j DEL. 

Selling for $50.00 

in Europe 


' ’w 

U.S. Price $24.98 



Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 




Plastic 
Broadhead Tips 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 





* 


/ 
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IDEAL 

" GIFT 

You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 

3W Blowgun 

AW Blowgun 

6' Blowgun 

Don't be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This Is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 

All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying tube 


The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart Flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce Vi” wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece Is rubber of patented design. Material is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes in its own carrying tube.' Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mail from: (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

Lucky St., Box 129F, Fayette, Mo. 65248 

VISA, M. C„ AM. EXP.S C.O.D. 
TILL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 
J-800-248-5l20or 1-800-227-1617 ext. 601 

Dealers buy 12 units for only M65 plus postage 


I 

Free with each 
Blowgun 

100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Heads 



i 

FREE 60-page 
Catalog 
with order 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


WHITESIDE SAFE SALES CO. 
FORT KNOXtm DISTRIBUTOR 



“NOW I LEAVE HOME WITH A SAFE 

SO CAN YOU GENERAL CHUCK YEAGER 


Security & Privacy 

• UFET1ME WARRANTY 

• Revolutionary, 
patented bank-type 
rack and pinion 
geared locking system 
with triple relock 

• Rugged, burglar proof 
concealed hinges 

• No wear points 

• UL-listed fire-proofing 

• High luster automotive 
quality finishes 

• Your choice of 6 
decorator interiors 
Free Brochure 
Guaranteed lowest Prices 


Cau rou. FREE 800 - 433-7024 ,n 

4909 Stockdale Hwy., Suite 244, • 



$22.95 
THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 

The original, once restricted, now available. 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

Stale oi the art investigative’/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;” NBC News states . . $33.00 


ARMALITE AR-180 $6.50 



• Operating instructions * Parts list with factory numbers 

• Assembly/disassembly details • Accessory list 

• Maintenance instructions • Specification list 

Factory publication, 23'pages, 35 photographs. 


$11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
VO. II 

written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD.. N. HOLLYWOOD. CA 91601 • ATTN. LORI 
(810) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices suOjecl f& Change • Cdlaiog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sen? immediately Personal check orders held 4 weeks 





SUITED FOR SURVIVAL 





Have the IMPS (Individual MultipurposeShelter) and 
you always have a place to stay. The Army’s new pup 
tent can be worn as an overcoat that covers your pack. 
With over ten separate uses, you survive in style. 4 lbs. 
Available in better catalogs and stores. Dealer inquiries 
invited. 

ECOTAT SYSTEMS CO. 

Box -i447 Virginia Beach, VA 23454 804-460-7860 


JEFF COOPER’S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 

THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 



WE ARE U THE FIRST WITH THE MOST” 


For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 06334 




At Last! The One-Person 
Shelter Perfected ... 

For Only $49.95! 


BAGGYTENT® 


Finally, a low-priced shelter designed by an outdoorsman to offer you 
optimum comfort plus three-season protection against weather 
and bugs! Just look at all these important features: 

• Easiest to carry. Weighs just 2 lbs. 11 oz., including its stakes, 
poles, bag. 

• Goes up quickly, easily. Self-standing. 

• Optional rain fly available. Inquire with order. 

• Plenty of headroom! 

• Easiest to enter and load. Two-way, double puli zipper goes all the 
way from top of "window” to foot of bag. 

• Mosquito net face panel lets you enjoy the stars, get fresh air, 
keeps out bugs. 

• Generous floor space. a’xS'-Z" provides plenty of room for you, 
targe sleeping bag, gear. . even a Wendt 

So if you're a hiker, cyclist, canoeist, backpacker, climber, skier, 
don’t get left out in the cold, rain or snow. Take cozy shelter under your 
inviting leaf green BAGGY TENT. Not yet sold in any store. MONEY- 
BACK GUARANTEED. Order today! 


ELLIOTT-BENSON, Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 1651, Corbin, KY 40701 

YES! Pleas© send me_BAGGY TENT(S), complete with stakes, 

poles, bag, at only $49.95 = $3.50 shipping each. Enclosed is $- 

Charge It: -_Visa or_MasterCard 

'Alaska, Hawaii, Canada shipping charges silghtty higher — Foreign 
Inquiries Invited. 


Expires- 
Name— 
Address. 
City- 

State— 

Zip- 

F^hone— 



CREATIVE HORIZONS 

P.O. BOX IQS52 
PARKVILLEMD. 21234 
501 - 882-5864 
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MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV’T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 

Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 


HIDDEN HOOD DRAWCORD 



The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made of 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Orawcord on 
the hood, waist and bottom of jacket. Four (4) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 
S39.50 S35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women—X-Sml. Sml. Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women—Woodland Camouflage, ulive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls—Sml (4-6). Med (8-10). Lge [12-14). 
X Lge (16-18) 

COLORS: Boys-Girls—Woodland Camouflage 
M-65 Button In Lining SI 5.50 plus S3.00 shipping & handling 
Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Add 6%. 

State size and color and mail S39.5G or S35.95 plus 
S4.00 per jacket tor shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 



THE 

APPLEGATE- 

FAIRBAIRN 


THE ONLY 
FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED 
ON THE BASIS OF 
ACTUAL COMBAT EXPERIENCE. 


A pure fighting knife with custom made, double 
edged blade of 154 cm stainless steel. 

In use by fighting men worldwide, the direct 
successor to the Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
knife of World War II fame. 


FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 
WELLS CREEK KNIFE & GUN WORKS 
32956 STATE HWY. 38-SCOTTSBURG. OR 97473 
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20 Acres (or more) starting at $6950. with $500. down, 
$98.22/month. Near Beautiful Yellowstone Park and 
National Forests. In the heart of trophy elk, deer, moose, 
antelope and turkey hunting. Blue ribbon trout streams. 
Guaranteed Access. INSURED TITLE AND WARRANTY 
DEED. Your inspecuDn Welcomed FREE Color Brochure 


Call Today TOLL FREE: 1-800-252-5263 


Yellowstone Basin Properties 


1 11 19 N. 7th Ave,. Dept. SF. P.O Box 3027 
Bozeman, MT 59772-3027 * {406) 587-5469 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

si 2 «5 

Add $1.05 Hndi. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


Model 

K-99-A 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-11-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


NIGHT VISION 

AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE 
— STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 

$3250.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/ 
Reconditioned Image Intensifier (6 month wty.) 
$4500.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/Factory New 
Image Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

‘25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle 
flash protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control 
‘Adjustable illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 
ballistics ‘Camera or video adaptor optional. 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter *M16 
mount ‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case 
‘Batteries (Replacements readily available) 
COMPLETE LINE OF individual and 
crewserved weaponsights. Night Vision 
goggles and viewers, Extensive Parts inventory 
for Both First and Second Generation Systems, 
plus reconditioning and general repair. 

Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $4.00 for our Illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 


J.R. STUPEROI 

Box 700 — Dept. 3 
Mayer, AZ 86333 

(602) 632-9501 
K 24 Hours 

^ IK To order — 

X/fcv Free Catalog — 
Owiter 
Information 
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• Our .625 Cal. Blowguns ara up to 20% Faster and Mora Powerful 
than the smaller .38 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 

• Our Biowgun out-performs CO2 pellet guna. 

WORLD’S LARGEST PRODUCER OF BLOWGUNS 
MOLD INJECTED DARTS and ACCESSORIES 
IOO% American Made Since 1962 
Our biowgun has a .6251.D. Constructed of tempered rustproof metal, it 
has a durable black finish. It weighs over half a pound and Is very strong 
— a weapon in Itself. Our blowguns come In 4 models — 2 It., 3 ft., 4 ft. 
and a 4 fL take down model. 

When a ntober dp is placed on the end it becomes an excellent hiking 
staff, cane, or gun rest. 

The bayonet spear Is round and slides over the end of the biowgun. 
We manufacture 7 types of darts: steel shaft dart, ball-tipped dart steel 
broadhead dart, velcro tipped dart for velcro targets, a 5 Inch steel shall 
tournament target dart with a needle-sharp point, a 5 Inch steel shaft mini 
broadhead dart and a 10 inch Bamboo dart. 

Another projectile which is very popular, while not a dart is a Paint 
Pellet used primarily for survival and war games. Our biowgun 
out-performs CO 2 paint pellet guns. 


Each biowgun comes with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts. 6 broadhead 

darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip.2 Ft Model $25.50, 3 FL Model 

$27.50, 4 Ft. Model $29.50, 4 Ft. Take Down Model $31.50. 


DARTS (per dozen) — AJI-purpose Target darts.. .4.50 ‘Ball Ti| 

Stun Darts...5.00 ‘Steel Tipped Broadhead Darts...6.50 *Vi 
Tipped Darts... 6.50 *5 In. Tournament Target Darts... 6.50 *5 in. Steel 
Shaft Mini Broadhead. .6.50 *10 In. Bamboo Dart. .6.50 ‘Paint 
Pellets.. .6.00/2 doz. 


ACCESSORY PRICES — Dart Clip...$2.00 ‘Bayonet... 17.50 
‘Leather Wrist Strap.. .3.00 ‘Lace On Center Grip.. .5.00 ‘Leather 
Sling.. .10.00 ‘Decorative Beaded Accessory... 9.00 *2 Ft Flared 
Extension.. .7.00 ‘Velcro Target & 1 Doz. Velcro Darts... 15.00 


18 X 24 Inch Full Color Prints “BOBBIE LEA” 5.00. 

SPECIAL...COLOR PRINT $2.00 WITH ORDERS OVER $50.00. 
FREE COLOR PRINT WITH ORDERS OVER $100.00 

Viu or Mastercard accepted 

Shipping and Handling on all orders - $2.50 • SHIPPED VIA U.P.S. 


NEW 6 FT. “4 IN 1 " TAKE-DOWN BIOWGUN 

New 1988 Survival-- Hunling“Commanilo"'"Ma(lelsV;: 


Camouliage or Blac* nihja 
rmxl eis arid $3.00 each gun\ . r 1 /] 


* v* ft. Z 2 tr 10.95 

5'/a ft. 30ff 11.95 

6 ft. 35ff 1 2.95 
3-piece "4-ln-1 "Guns 
6 ft. 350* 17.95 
8 ft. 450" 22.95 ft 
Q « wr 24.95 ^ 




9 ft. 556 24.95 

1 Add $1.95 .35 

postage 1 
EACH ' 
paid 

^gun. dealers _ 10H2PC Guns - 

$72.00 12-5V; H. $96.00 

L 12-3Vi ft. 79.00 12-611. 102.0C 

-TWi ft. 89.00 12.6 ft. 3-pC. 120.01 _- 

SILENT,POWERFUL.A<XCRATE,bulle! impaclIKills gam^^ blasts varmints. 
L(X‘.sts!Tai}>f't. plinking, thrilling sjwrt! Astound friends! Compressed breath gives 
"ritle po wer! Pierces wood! NO TOY! Hugged aluminum. Idn.il gi lt! 135 steel 
darts, instrur.. BfliJiB»Ml3lOO , $3 .50. 200S5.U5. 5 00/S14.0Q. KS25.00. (kl'dJf.M.M 

100Sit,08. 200S16-H6. 500S.19.8B.nflTOfflilUll'B l 1235.90.224Si0.95.5&) 524.9a 

ff qmversT targets! poisoninfo 1 t.irry c^se! HUBE I 
ie+600dnrts!yjJJ3JJ ;une+ 900 darts-f free 2' gunlffijjHsailU'4 1100, » free 7th 
same+1300-rfriee 8th gun! 10-day money back onar Lifetime breakage 
av Serviu:. Send cash, check. M.O. Mil I ions soldi USA Made Usa 30-Days No Bisk! 


|4.HRS. 1-800-222-3119 J 4 f or 

Biowgun World, Inc., Box 25183- S Sail Lake City, UT 84125 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 

As featured in SWAT Magazine, Nov. *83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug. ’84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb. ’87. 



• HOME & FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PATROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

AH trainers Dept. of Defense Certified. 
Pups & professional training available. 

FULL HEALTH , TEMPERAMENT\ & 
HIP GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE 
“Bred solely by ”... 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-11C, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (B03) 649-5936 (24-hour) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


THE SHIRT 




Specifiy size & RVN and/or Purple Heart. S, M, L, XL, 
XXL. Send check/money order for $9.95 each plus 
$1.50 Postage. $1 each add! 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


CAYENNE <, 

©Copyright 1970 S|0U)< Falls . SD 57118 


VIETNAM 


PURPLE HEART 


These shirts convey a not-so-subtle yet re¬ 
fined message for those who were "there." 
They can be worn for any social occasion. 

RVN - Red and Green on Gold Background. 

Purple Heart - Gold Emblem on Purple Background 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 




























SUPPLY LOCKER 



never 

before 

available! 


SEMI AUTO 22 LR CARBINE 


Be a DETECTIVE 


. /% Southwind 

f # # # Sanctions 

(Southwind Attack System) 

LARGE AUTOS or 
LARGE REVOLVERS 


ACCURATE 

100% MADE IN U.S.A. 

RELIABLE 


S.A.S. System For 

DESERT EAGLE/ 
COONAN 

, ARMS RCQ9£ 


JUST ARRIVED! 

CIA, Air America & 

KGB (Bloody Shield) 

Sweatshirts 

Cloak & Dagger has now made available to you, 
White 50/50 Cotton Biend Heavy Duty Long Sleaved 
Sweatshirts; with the 4 color CIA Crest the 3 color 
Air America logo & the infamous KGB (Bloody 
Shield) 3 color Crest. If you have purchased our 
T-Shirts you will be delighted with our sweatshirts. 

- ORDER NOW - 

Do Not Delay-Limited Quantities 

SPECIAL C|C|Qi: 

INTRODUCTORY / / Jj 
OFFER! *mJm teach 

Also available from C&D Publications 

CIA, Air America, 

MACVSOC Mugs IB oz. 

CIA or KGB ^ ^ 

Beer Stein 23 oz. I 


Call or write for free brochure. 
Feather Industries, Inc. 

2300 Central Ave., #K, Dept. SOF 

Boulder, CO 80301 

(303) 442-7021 _ 


Other Desert Eagle 
Accessories Available 


PREDATOR 

LASER TARGET DESIGNATOR 


Please Specify Weapon, 

Large Automatic or 
**«Tim«* 4" or 6" Revolver 

Constructed of Cordura Nylon, Fastex hard¬ 
ware for adjustability with 5” adjustment for 
leg and thigh, heavy duty snaps. Camo or 
Black, Left or Right Hand. 

VISA, MC, C.O.D., PERSONAL CHECKS 

$2.00 Postage & Handling 
Texas Res. Add 6.5% Sales Tax 

Send Orders or Catalogue Requests To: 
BY-MAC Ltd. Int. Dept. SF 
P.O. Box 10339 
Ft. Worth, TX 76114 
(817) 441-8917 
Proudly Made In U.S.A. 


CIA, Air America, 
KGB or MACVSOG 
T-Shirt s-m-l-xl 


the PROFESSIONALS CHOICE 


★6.4 oz. ★Dependable 
★9 + in. Long ★500 Meter+Range 
★Situation Tested Hot-Cold- 
Humid-Sea ★ Military ★Home 
Security ★Government Agencies 
★ Police ★Private Sector Security 

★ Professional Adventurers 

★ Plain ol’ “State of the Art” 
Shootin - Its PREDATOR! 


CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATIONS 

825-A 25th Street - Ogden, Utah 84401 - Telephone Orders 
Accepted 24-Hours Daily - Orders Paid with VISA/Mastercard 
Checks -Money Orders -COD /Add $2.50 Shipping & Handling 

24-HOUR ORDER HOTLINE - (801) 399-1202 



Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 





























BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the N1LECJ- 
STD-0101.01, Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



SUCCESSORS 

TO 

NUMRICHI 

ARMS PARTS 
DIVISION 



Front & Back Protector ... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels...... $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


BRAND NEW CATALOG • BRAND NEW CATALOGl 


As Successors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 
we are now the World’s Largest Supplier of Gun 

_ Parts! We will con* 

tinue in NUMRICH 
JA i P \ Tradition in offering 

Si edition rr c r n a : ed 

h—' CATALOG Edition Catalog- 

lists and prices of 
the 250 Million Machine Gun, 
Military, Commercial, Antique, Gun Parts we stock. 

SURFACE FOREIGN-$8.95 uS S end$A95 
AIRMAILWRITE FOR QUOTE u a * sena *4 


I the GUN PARTS corporation! 

BOX SOF-11. WEST HURLEY. NEW YORK 12491 


****************) 

| WANTED:! 

*1 AUTHORS FOR 5 
S SOF ADVENTURE \ 


Soldier Of Fortune 
Subscriber Service 

P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

G Change of Address: Please 
allow six Weeks. Attach label 
with your old address and write 
your new address below. 

□ (New Subscriber: Fill in your 
name and address below. Use 
separate sheet for gift orders. 

O Renewal: Attach label. 

□ One year $26.00 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


City/State/Zip 


Telephone Humber 


( 1 Payment Enclosed 

for other subscription questions or prob¬ 
lems or for rules outside the U.S. and 
Canada, please write a note and send 
entire form to the address above. 


OLIVER NORTH T-shirts] 
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SOF WORLD TOUR JACKET 

For the past ten years you’ve traveled with 
us all over the globe featuring: 

Afghanistan Grenada Lebanon 

Angola Guatemala Nicaragua 

Burma Honduras Pakistan 

Cambodia Israel S. Africa 

Costa Rica Korea Thailand 

Cuba Laos Vietnam 

El Salvador Zimbabwe 

Black Nylon Satin Jacket with Flannel Uning 
$49.95 plus $1.75 postage and handling 
Send Check or Money Order to: 

SOF Exchange, Dept. SF-1187 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
For VISA and MasterCard Orders: 
_(303) 449-3750_ 


Extra CTGS.$9.98 (Per 5) 

Extra 7MM Caps $4.98 (Per 100) 

Sale subject to stock on band. 

For credit card orders call 1-800-553-POST. 
Add $5. 00 shipping and handling per order. 
Foreign orders add $10 (U.S. Currency). 


World's Finest-Air Soft Guns * Blowback” Model Guns 
Ptecision Air Rifles ★ Pam I Ball Marking Guns 
Complete Line of Accessories it Office and Warehouse 

P.O. Box 1500 • Dept SOF * Crestvlew, FI 32536 • (904) 682-2492 

For Complete Catalog on all lines send $2.00 


SIZE 1.6x2.4x8.2 INCHES ^ 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 


$ 195.00 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to H* mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not Incl.) 


$19.95 


Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 + $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


and a coupon for | 

FREE BINOCULARS I 

«L fly ! 


|*^Moneyback Guarantee I 

JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS. HELICOPTERS, I 
TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items J 
from the U,S. Government. This manual shows you how to find I 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS -SAVINGS. Some | 
actual prices CARS $30, PICKUPS $40. SHIRTS 22$ j 
Buy for as little as 1$ on the dollar. 

THIS NEW 1988 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders ■ 
List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our | 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only $5,00 j 
FREE BINOCULARS Coupon SURPLUS, DEPT. B-244 j 
BOX 90048, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20066 


How to Order 


Address_ 


Qty. 

Description 

Price 

Total 


1988 South Seas 

Island Girls Calendar 

6.00 



Postage & Handling 

1.00 


Total Enclosed 



Mail check or money order to: 

Hawaiian Resources Co. 

1123 Kapahulu Ave., Honolulu, HI 96816 


All New! Hawaii’s most beautiful women in 
full color. Twelve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster. Order 
today for yourself or a friend. 




CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

I THE SPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 


T-SHIRT - High quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official four color 3Vi n crest of the CIA. 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 

POLO SHIRT - This high quality white polo car¬ 
ries the official four color 3V2” crest of the CIA 
S-M-L-XL $15.00 

SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the four color CIA 3V2 B crest imprinted 
on it S-M-L-XL $19.00 

HATS - High quality cloth/mesh available in 
black, blue/white, camo with CiA crest. $8.00 
SPECIAL - Save $6.00! All Four Items $45.00 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
P.O. Box65127 Shreveport, LA 71146 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 
DEALERS PLEASE INQUIRE 


★ Ultra Adventure . J 

Wholesale Surplus Outlet ^ 

B n II o Genuine shirts or pants 
■ 1^ ■ U.J) All sizes & colors i 

Woodland, Desert, O.D. White $22.00 
Tiger-stripe, Blk, Grey Camo $24.00 

MA-1 Flight Jackets $36.00 

Genuine G.i. Flak Jackets (Vietnam) $59.00 
Plus Much More, etc. Boots, Knives. Price 
lists $1.00 (U.S.) refundable. Price lists free 
with order. Send check or money order with 
description, size & color, plus $4.00 
shipping & handling, or call 912-923-1342. 
Hours: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. Eastern time. 

Ultra Adventure 
403 N. Commercial Circle 
Warner Robins, GA 31093 


THE HOU wr 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The ’'HOUND DOG" is a wise Investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. Nb 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den, can escape defection by the "HOUND DOG" 

The "HDUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed lor fhe sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The "HOUND DOG” sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, wails, desks, chairs, etc 
regardless of their operating frequency, 

The "HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise m the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling tor several times the price This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 


Blowback Replica Model Kits 

All guns come in easy to assemble kit 
form. These guns function just like the 
real thing. Powered by a 7mm low- 
impulse blank cap, you get the smoke, 
shell ejection, and action of the real 
gun, but fires no projectile. All guns 
feature metal and plastic construction, 
(no glueing). 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word — S20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 00306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (129) _ 

FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (122) _ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (121) _ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13208. (132) _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (127) _ 

LC-1 ALICE PACKS, U.S. Medium Pack with Straps $42. 
A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (121) 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 


Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or ff2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 


etc. in U.S. I 


OVER 40,000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3-00. 


W.W. n Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

s 8 50 Ea. 

and *1 30 UPS charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO., 

DEPT P-11-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 
Westbury, New York 11590 



THE INTELLIGENCE UBRARY—Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Rushing, NY 
11354. (123) _ 

REMAIUNG: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, WEST GERMANY. (124) 


POCKET-SIZED ENCRYPTOR 

Send totally SECURE written messages from 
ANY PHONE, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE. 
• Virtually Unbreakable Codes • Now available 
to the general public. Send $1 for info & 
brochure to TRANSWORLD, 7119 E. Shea 
#106-267, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 (602) 
945-9885 


BRmSH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite Brltlsh/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan RegaJia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (121) _ 

CRIMEF1GHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1186, Box 444, Los Alamltos, CA 90720. (127) 


American Bulldog 


VISA 
& 

MasterCard 

Complete 
health 
guarantee 

Registered 
with 3 
kennel 
dubs 

How would you like to own the most powerful dog in the world? A 
dog capable of catching wild boar, throwing 1600 lb bulls and 
busting up wolf packs. This is the True Magnum Canine. The rarest 
pure breed. The American Dream. 

Indian Hy Kennels 
1-413-566-8637 



FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Cash income opportu¬ 
nities. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (122) _ 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
( 122 ) 


Buy guns & ammo 
at wholesale! 

23,000+ items, including guns, ammo, reloading 
supplies, fishing gear, hunting eqpt, camping 
supplies and more ... all at 15% over cost. 
FREE info! Write Sports America, Inc., Dept. 109, 
P.O. Box 1415, Highland Park, IL 60035 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92728. (122) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (121) _ 

GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 countries analyzed. Legal 
requirements, inside information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, 
Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (122) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


OVER 500 TITLES - ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS - NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
— PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS — DISCOUNTED'- 

HUGE B0 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG —$1 (Ref.) 


CROWN • 878V Jackman • B Calon. CA 92020 


AIRBORNE: Basic and Advanced courses. Static line thru 
HALO and HAHO. For information write: Airborne. PO Box 
602, Orlando, FL 32802. (121) _ 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send (5) 2 2c stamps 
postage. Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408. (123) _ 

HIGH EXPLOSIVES! Federal explosive user/dealer license 
kit. Forms, instructions, sources. $10 (refundable with first 
order) OMNI EXPLOSIVES, PO Box 17082, Memphis, TN 
38187. (121) _ 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, 198716 Catalog of 
Camouflage Uniforms & Equipment from the U.S. and around 
the World. Send ,50c I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

( 121 ) _ 

EAST GERMAN ID “Auswels” card in Russian/German with 
red soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. $6. USSR birth 
certificate in Russian with seal. Unissued, collectors item. $10. 
Translation included. D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. (121) 


88SB5=5=“ 

1 -800-USA-FLAG 

US 3x5 ft flag set, cotton $19/rryton $35; 3x5 ft Confederate Battle flag 
$15; German Imperial 2x3 ft $35; 3x5 ft $50. For all flags/all sizes, call 
toll free: USA FLAG CO. 

Box 4718 • Mainevllle, Ohio 45039_ 


FIREWORKS, ROCKET SUPPUES AND RELATED ITEMS. 

Catalog $1. NORSTARR, PO Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. 
(121-It) _ 

BOOBYTRAP ALARMS, smoke grenades, flares (aerial- 
ground), simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog $2. AZTEC, Box 
1888 (Dep't. S), Norcross, GA 30091. (121) _ 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF87-J, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (122-KEY) _ 

EMBLEMS, SHIRTS, JACKETS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, 
any quantity. SOLDIER EMBROIDERY CORPORATION, 
1929 East 52nd Street, Indianapolis, IN 46205. (317) 257- 
1424. (122) 


ARREST Violator*!] 

FAST ai 
AT 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 



NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
Brtotcau T«it phott* .’[tp make on the spot decisions. 

■Hetetm, Leek pick Gut*, Learn the latest Investiga¬ 

tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of SptcJal Detective Training 1 

I DEPT. SF711, P.O. Box 25790, Santa Ana, CA 9Z7B9 . 

J Ruth JVM your "Datacttvm" Ct r mr Kit— Ho ttittmmn will calf. I 

I Kmm _Aft_| 


Mf 

EQUIPMENT 

tarvtUiinca Equipment, 
CrimlMlon Kit*. M|ti. 
Britteaw it Upborn ■. Lop 
IWttere. Lock pick Gun. 
laNot-Prcol Will, Etfrartp 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. 
#121-S, Seattle, WA 98121. (124) _ 

RANDALL KNIVES CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate delivery. 
No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 200 In stock at all 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $3 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $4. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker's Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA 
93463. (805) 688-3612. (123) _ 

IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the US 
Government? Get the facts todayl (1 -312) 742-1142, Ext 331 - 
A. (121) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, DepL SF1266, Box 444, Los Alamltos, CA 
90720. (125) _ 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1. WESTSHORE FIREWORKS, INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI6, 
Fountain, Ml 49410. (123) 



FIGHTERTOWN® USA 

7301 LENNOX AVE., #B13, VAN NUYS, CA 91405 
SEND $1.00 FOR OUR 1987 CATALOG 

GET THAT 

Top Gun £1 Look! 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 

NAVY TYPE 
Sleeve 


ORDER NOW! 

DELIVERY 
2-4 WEEKS 
$5 

SHIPPING 
VISA, MC 
MONEY 
ORDER, 
CHECK! 


5 pockets 
Sizes: 

36-48 

A) Black 
cowhide: 

$199 

B) Brown 
cowhide: $199 

C) Brown lambskin: 

$229 D) MA-1 Nylon 
Flight jacket: Sage green or black. S-XL. $59 E) TOP 
GUN CAP $9.50 F) 10 TOP GUN Emblems: $39 


DEALER 

INQUIRIES 

WELCOME 


ORDER LINES: 1-800-2584860 EXT. 32 


IN CALIF.: 1-800-258-0861 EXT. 32 


CAPS, WITH MILITARY INSIGNIAS OF ELITE FIGHTING 
FORCES. Send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products, 
Box 286-S117, Belair, MD 21014. (121-key) _ 

VERNON’S COLLECTORS’ GUIDE TO ORDERS, MEDALS 
& DECORATIONS (with valuations); over 10,000 items; 450 
pages (106 of photos). Softbound $24,95, postage $2. Also: 
catalogue of orders, medals & decorations $1, yeariy subscrip¬ 
tion $6. Sydney B. Vernon, Box 1387SF, N. Baldwin, NY 
11510. (126) _ 

NEW LAW ALLOWS DIRECT AMMO SALES. Save $$$. 
Free details. Atlanta Discount Ammo, Dept. M, Box 627, Nor- 

cross, GA 30091. (126) _ 

THE GOOSE FARM — COMPLETE MAIL AND PRIVACY 
SERVICE — Code — Live Life Your Way, PO Box 1213, Mt. 
Pleasant, TX 75455. (126) _ 

PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING/RECEIV¬ 
ING. Street address/phone, since 1981. Single remail $1. 
MAILDROP, Box 608039, SF-7-12, Oriando, FL 32860, 305- 
295-8281. (126-key) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 


RCGIMCN11H INSIGNIA St UICAPONRV 



• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 

• PAAA • AM • CAMERONS 

« RSPG • AN « GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $2.00 


BRITISH ACGRIIA IMPORTS 


Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS—TRAINING AVAILABLE. Ex¬ 


tension course + resident training + OJT programs. Free 
Information. SEARCH INVESTIGATION, PO Box 2045, Provo, 
UT 84603. (122)_ 


BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at Wholesale. Save up to 
60%, Huge selection, Satisfaction Guaranteed, Fast Service. 
Send for FREE Catalog. Smoky Mountain Knife Works, Box 
714SO, Seviervllle, TN 37862. (121) _ 

VIETNAM WAR VETERAN PATCH. Uniquely designed by 
vet. 5 colors, 4” round, $3. Jim Logsdon, 525 Mulberry, Patter¬ 
son, CA 95363. (121) 



Offering 


My Hollow Handle 

Survival & Combat Knife 

8” Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

■i iti C 

HIloc win 

Only 

Saw 1 eelh 

7/1*1 *W 
■ffl" rxn-.'H i 
langlh. 

■V = 1 a i. - 4 e :--s steel 
rxrrrtiMGlkXi with 
kw-'*" Jhemh 

n 

$ 225 “ 

p Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 

by Robert Parish 

^1 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy, Hendersonville, NC 28739 / 

Phone (704) 692-3466 S 

“Send $2.00 for complete catalog.” 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT Crystal con¬ 
trolled transmitters, tracking systems, recording instruments, 
nlghtvlsion optics and countermeasures ... "virtually impossi¬ 
ble to obtain elsewhere!” Professional’s Catalogue, $20, Re¬ 
fundable. General Catalogue, $2. Send orders: Microtron®, 
42-38th Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 (USA). (125) _ 

WANTED 10,000 VN VETS for “The Ultimate R&R" in 
Bangkok. Don’t miss out on the fun, write now for free details 
to: R&R, Suite No. 6, 36 Sol Lang Suan, Bangkok 10500 
Thailand. (121) _ 

MERCENARY HANDBOOK — useful to anyone planning or 
participating in Mercenary operations. $12.95 plus $2.95 SH. 
SRG, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. <121- 
CHG) 


COMBAT GLASSES 

{ • f |ts under gas & scuba mask 

) • accepts prescription lenses 

_i... Frame with 

Frame only, prescription lenses 

® $ 24?5 $5495 

1-316-684-2362 Wichita. KS H 672ll 


SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations- 
Communications; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects 
of SF Operations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping 
& handling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., 
Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. (121 CHG.) _ 

MODEL ROCKETS, INSTRUCTIONS, SUPPLIES — Every¬ 
thing Legal For Homemade Model Rockets, Catalog $2. New 
Technology, F*0 Box 528, Danielson, CT 06239. (122) 


Gl SUPPLY R.D. #8, BOX 155A Dept. SOF 
gi_ - T NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

1S 7 hx ) U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

FIELD PACK 

m snoop 

I IO SPECIAL 

Original and current Gl issue Long Range Special 
Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 
‘O' rings inside the main compartment to shorten 
pack if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with Gl Frame straps, Kidney Bell, etc. Rip Slop 
O.D. Nylon will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

Send $2 00 ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Order, personal 

For 200 Item Catalog! chwl ° 0f Via 4 Haj1er M accepted. HO 
___ COD’s. All merthandtse Is TOO* guaranteed. Residents 
JgL(201 )948-6260$& of Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add W far shipping. 


VIDEO CASSETTE TRAINING. Films for police, private in¬ 
vestigators and related personnel. Two extremely important 
subjects: SURVEILLANCE or INVESTIGATIVE PHOTOGRA¬ 
PHY. $59. EACH. GLOBAL SCHOOL, BOX 191, HANOVER, 
MA 02339. (123-TF) _ 

BOOKS-MANUALS. All subjects—Publishers. Controversial 
Specialists. Huge catalog — $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman, El 
Cajon, CA 92020. (121) _ 

BADGES. Custom made — your specifications. Huge selec¬ 
tion. Giant catalog $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon, CA 92020. (121) _ 

MAIL PRIVACY1 Forwarding/remailing. For details write: 
POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt Lake City, UT 
84111 (121-CHG-TF) 


DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 


MACKENZIE VALLEY T1MBERWOLVES 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; % wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. Ail pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta. North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


UNUSUAL BOOKS — Over 475 Exciting Titles! Exotic 
Weaponry, Military, Martial Arts, Crime, Self-Defense, Surveil¬ 
lance, Chemistry, Privacy, Survival, Knives, Fireworks Buying, 
Spy Operations, Anything on Anyone, Big Brother, Comprom¬ 
ising Machines, Wiretapping, New Ways of Fighting Back and 
MUCH MORE! Huge Eye-Opening Book Catalog $2 plus 
FREE Copy ALPHA FORCE NEWSLETTER. Satisfaction Al¬ 
ways Guaranteed! Authors Wanted. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, 
PO Box 92-S, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (123) _ 

MRE'S, Freeze Dried/Storage Foods. Discount Prices! Sur¬ 
vival/Camping Supplies. FREE CATALOG! Survival Supply, 
D-5, 15010 Keswick, Van Nuys, CA 91405. (121)_ 


REM AIL — Letters, packages, airmail special delivery, codes, 
answer service, and P.O. Boxes. Wilson, Box 22, Amherst, OH 
44001. (123) 



WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd, Collector’s 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 556-D, Forest Lake, 
MN 55025. (123) _ 

NAZI SILVER! Silver (.927 fine) bars bearing old Nazi 
emblem! Three for $35 ($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5 (refund- 
able). SBI, Box 556-D, Forest Lake, MN 55025. (123) 

SECRET ELECTRONIC DEVICESI SURVEILLANCE, coun- 
tersurvoillance, stun guns, night vision, laser scopes, submini¬ 
ature transmitters, ultrasonic weapons, bug detoctors/jam- 
mers, restricted books! Catalog $5 (refundable). Protector, PO 
Box 520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (121) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS: Large inventory New and Used, Plus Sur¬ 
vival items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh Wade’s 
Oakshire Place, Hiway 51, South Union City, TN 38261 .(121) 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Get started 
in a high paying career. Free information. CENTRAL INVES- 
TIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, UT 84603. (122)_ 
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I THE DAVID SLING • 

_ LIKE THE SLING D AVID KILLED GOL LIATH WITH 

I ™ i 

| ^Jr ONLY I 

I 

^^uper powerlul David Sling, I 

The Ultimate survival and | 

| hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be 1 

■ kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' 

■ range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds 

■ out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. | 

■ Astound friends, great for Hunters, Farmers, Campers, ■ 

I Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive I 

a Instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for ■ 
I P&H to PHL CORP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. ■ 

I PHL CORP. 2E 

^5489STATERD^PARMA, OH 44134 • (216) 2414404J 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States Armed Forces Surplus. 
SEND $1. FOR MY LATEST CATALOG. S.J. Pedergnana, Jr., 
PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (121) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Manpack Radio, com¬ 
pact, transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, with battery box, 
antenna, crystal: $17.50 apiece, $32.50/pair. PRC-510 Back¬ 
pack Radio, transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM continuous 
tuning, with battery box, antenna: $34.50 apiece, $67.50 /pair. 
PRC-6/CPRC-26 crystals: $5/pair, 5 pairs/$19.50. Patrol Seis¬ 
mic Intrusion Device ("PSID") TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/ 
set of four, mint condition. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver, 
20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. H-251 Communications Ear¬ 
phones: $9.50. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. Add $4.50/ 
piece shipping. Baytronics, Dept SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, 
OH 44870. (121) _ 

NEW BOOK CATALOG I 50 page catalog describes over 300 
Action Titles. Get the best books on weaponry and dozens of 
other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307- 
MYT, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (122) 



Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

o FREE CATALOG! ° 1 


♦si.ooYSfi 

♦ CASH W 

* FOR A V 
♦BROCHURE 


-COURSES- 

* COMMANDO-7 OAYS 

* SURVIVAL - 5 OAYS 
iv SNIPER-5 DAYS 

it SAS - 30 DAYS 

BRIGADE SECURITY FORCES 

PO BOX 1237 DEPT SOF 
MOORESVJLLE. NC 28115 USA 


SECURITY 

& 

MILITARY 


/lv _ UNIQUE 
CATALOG 

V f M 1807 New 1987 catalog 

catalog now available! 

- This 48-page mail-order 

SECURITY catalog features quality I 

o military and security equip- 

Ull IT A CV ment at discount P r ‘ces. 

MIUTAHt Many items in it you will not 

•• """ find in any other catalogs! 

Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shippinq. unique selection, fast service. This 
48-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF read¬ 
ers. Price is $2, deductible from first order. 

ALCAN, INC., P.O. Box 2187, Bellingham, WA 98227 

MERCEDES, UNIMOGS, MODEL 404 EX-NATO, 4 WHEEL 
DRIVE, TROOP TRANSPORT, EXCELLENT, $7500. Several 
available, parts. Literature. Michael’s Classics Inc., (516) 581- 
6787 NY (124) _ 

OFFSHORE JOBS! Companies now hiring! USA/Overseas! 
$15,000-$65,000! Month on/off! Free Information! (Enclose 
stamp.) Offshore, Box 4478-11, Biloxi, MS 39531. (121-TF) 

PMRS/PHANTOM DIVISION JUMPSCHOOL PATHFINDER 
Course Handbook, Certified Student Reissue 1985, $6.95 
ppd. Illustrated, Soft Cover. LP. Smith, PO Box 752111, Mem¬ 
phis, TN 38175-2111. (122) 

U.S. MILITARY CAPS 

These are the same baseball caps sold aboard U.S. Navy warships. They are 
navy blue with service gold (silver for Air Force) embroidery - not a patch or 
silkscreen. These caps are full (not mesh back) and adjustable (one size fits all). 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 


BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING SCOPES. Free catalog! 
Steiner, Swarovski, Zeiss, Bushneil, others. 15%-50% OFF! 
Fall Special: Bushneil 7x25 Camo armored compact, $46 pp. 
Optical Advantage, Box 32791-F, Pikesville, MD 21208. (301) 
653-3306. (121) 


GUIDE TO U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES INSIGNIA 1952- 

1987; over 150 insignias in color $12.95. Saunders, Box 
3133-F, Naples, FL 33939-3133. (121) 


MINIATURE ELECTRONICS DEVICES, like James Bonds. 
Catalog $2. F & P Enterprises, Box 51272, Palo Alto, CA 
94303-C- (122) _ 

KNIVES Survival, hunting, combat, lock back, boot, and but¬ 
terfly knives. Also nightsticks, handcuffs, machetes, and more. 
Best selection and prices. Write for catalog NOW! $1. Blue Beil 
Mailbag, Dept. A3, PO Box 135, Blue Bell, PA 19422. (122- 
key) 



Vt Mile Range 


with purchase. Unbeatable prices _ 

MICROCOM TECH CORP. F J 

P.O. Box 347341 • Cleveland, OH 44134J 






h jj * Hunting & Fishing Made in U.S.A. 

KJ / • Camping & other activities 
mmfy • Woodland camouflage 

Aff • Water resistant 

mm • U.V. resistant 

• Quick slicking tape 
Jjk . • size 2” X 60 yds. 

only $5.99 ea. 
plus $1.50 shipping 
'Special case price on request 
/Wmjr FIRST DETAIL 

nmW P.O. Box 2416 

L W Springfield, VA 22152 

CAMOUFLAGE.. 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) — Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalog of 
these and much more! Signus, Box33712-WM, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (121) _ 

ACTION CAREERS: EMPLOYMENT IN THE HIGH-RISK 
JOB MARKET. Be a stunt man, bounty hunter or skydiving 
instructor! There are dozens of exciting careers and author 
Ragnar Benson shows you how to break into the action career 
of your choice. 5Vfex8V&, hardcover, 360pp. Send $20.95ppd 
to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MGY, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(303) 443-7250. (122) _ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num, $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (130) 

W.W. II COLLECTORS uumguiiiiuiyymgi 


Hats-Badges-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
* t original U.S. maker), tan with 

t brown leather visor, chin strap 
&&&■' >' and U.S. Eagle pin. State aize S, 
: M.orLg.$58.00 


BATTLESHIPS: IOWA, NEW JERSEY, MISSOURI, WISCONSIN, NEW YORK, 
TEXAS, ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, WEST VIRGINIA, MASSACHUSETTS. 
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: MIDWAY, CORAL SEA, FORRESTAL, SARATOGA, 
RANGER, INDEPENDENCE, KITTY HAWK, CONSTELLATION. ENTERPRISE, 
AMERICA, JDHN F, KENNEDY, NIMITZ, EISENHOWER, CARL VINSON, ROOSEVELT. 
RETIRED: This cap is available for U.S. NAVY, U.S. MARINES, U.S. COAST 
GUARD, U.S. ARMY and U.S. AIR FORCE. 

SPECIALTY: NAVY. USMC, USCG, USAF, ARMY, TDP GUN. 

EMBLEM: This cap is embroidered in silver and gold metallic thread and 
available for U.S. NAVY (Officer), U.S. NAVY (C.P.O.). U.S. NAVY (Wings). 
U.S. MARINES, U.S. COAST GUARO, U.S. ARMY and U.S. AIR FORCE. 
CUSTOM: Any other ship not listed above or any military unit is available 
as a custom cap. The minimum quantity for a custom cap Is two per ship or 
unit (both with eggs or both without eggs). Custom caps must be ordered in 
wen numbers. The top line is twenty spaces maximum and the bottom line is 
twelve spaces maximum. EMBLEMS ARE NOT AVAILABLE ON CUSTOM CAPS. 
Caps are $12.00 each or $14.00 wtth scrambled eggs on visor, Add $2.50 tor 
shipping. CA residents add 6%, allow eight weeks for delivery. No CODs. 
HAMPTON COMPANY, Dept. B, P.O. Box 3643, Tustin, CA 926B1. 


CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS — Cdn. Boonie Hat-$7.99, 
Winter White 2-piece Camo Sets-$29.99, Cdn. Woolly Fully 
Sweater-$ 17.99, Airborne Regiment Sweatshirt-$19.99, Cdn. 
Army Winter Parka-$49.99. Free beret with $20 order. Send $1 
for info flyer. Mastercard (expire date) or U.S. money order. 
F.S.E., Box 22216, Barrie, Ontario. L4M 5R3. (121) 


FRENCH LEGION offers distinguish officer rank, medals, 
honour. Information/application $3 cash please. Box 875, Des¬ 
jardins, Montreal, H5B, 1B9, Canada. (124) 


\ + +*+***ir**++*++itit**ic**\ 

MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip- J 
ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs. £ 
and more Send $2.00 to MICROCOM T 
TECH CORP. lor catalog. Refundable J 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★I 


OFFICIAL ST. MICHAEL’S AIRBORNE MEDALUON — 

Sterling Silver, 13/16” x 1", 24” chain, $19.95 ppd. EAGLE 
LTD, 2051 Opal Dr., Prescott, AZ 86301. (122) _ 

M-43 AFRIKA CORPS style hats-first model-high peak — 
$18.50 ppd. Khaki, Black, OD, sizes S, M, L, XL Camouflage, 
sizes S, M only. 100% cotton, self-lined. EAGLE LTD, 2051 
Opal Dr., Prescott, AZ 86301. (602) 778-5656. (122) 


VIETNAM AUTHORS — Short stories wanted by audio pub¬ 
lisher. Authentic combat action type. SASE for details. Immedi¬ 
ate need. ECI Publishing, 3617 MacArthur, #500, Santa Ana, 
CA 92704, (122) _ 

EXPORT SERVICES — We are constantly seeking new 
accounts in the overseas market who are interested in obtain¬ 
ing military, security or other specialty items. Contact Frank 
Dente at (212) 524-7730. Ad international orders should be 
addressed to Globa) Export Services, One World Trade Cen¬ 
ter, Suite 7967, New York, NY 10048. (121) 


fully Illustrated catalog S3.0O 
(FREE with order). 

.W. #2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


KNIVES—COMBAT, MILITARY, SURVIVAL, BUTTERFLY! 

Latest models, low prices! Catalog $1. Athena International, 
PO Box 19058, Dept. SOF, Baltimore, MD 21284. (121) 


14” RAMBO WILDERNESS TYPE KNIFE with all kits and 
sheath $21.95 U.S. Send cashier’s check, money order or 
certified check. Smeltzer Company, PO Box 650901, Vero 
Beach, FL 32962. (122) 


WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (131) 


SURVEILLANCE 

Investigative and security aids, optical equip¬ 
ment, executive protection, communications 
and countermeasures. 

Send $2.00 to the Surveillance Specialists - 
Sherwood Communications Assoc, lid. 
P.O. Box 5.V) S Southampton, PA 189(6 
( 215 ) 357-9065 


COLD STEEL AND CHRIS REEVE KNIVES. Low prices. 
AJessi holsters, Golden Rod dehumidifiers, Fort Knox safes. 
904-265*4480, 4-6 p.m., Central. Interstellar, PO Box 728, 
Lynn Haven, FL 32444. (121) 


VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM — FOR PVT INV INS ADJ 
AND P.D. Radio remote control operates unattended. Free 
brochure. Bill Price & Associates, PO Box 568, Niceville, FL 
32578. (121) 


ERASE BAD CREDIT — Do-it-Yourseif Book $14.95. Sterling 
Research, PO Box 734, Dept. 330, Carrollton, TX 75006. (122) 


Electronic Bug $24.95 

E As you can see. the FM-5 is small. But 
jj it can pick up every whisper in a room 
and transmit it a block away to your 
FM radio. Sound quality is excellent! 
It’s easy to use, just snap it on a 9 volt 
battery and hide it. Notice: This device 
is only lo be used in conformity with 
Federal, State, and Local laws! The 
FM-5 is intended forsecurity use only, 
such as listening for suspicious 
---1 sounds in your garage or R.V. 

GUARANTEE: If you're not completely satisfied with the 
FM-5, just send it back in 30 days for a full refund! 


Delivery 


J (To Order) 

J Send a $24.95 check or moneyorder to 

Electronic Pursuits 

1269 Broadway 
Suite 196, Dept. 6H 
I El Cajon, CA 92021 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna* 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Your design, any 
size, shape, colors. Five piece minimum, free brochure and 
random sample. Hein, 4202B N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. 

(131) _ 

MILITARY PATCHES MEDALS BADGES. New updated 
catalog $1 ($2. Foreign). New Address. Paul Sinor, PO Box 
99387, Seattle, WA 98199. (125) _ 

FREE DISCOUNT KNIFE CATALOG. Major brands. Military. 
Daggers. Swords. Butterfly. Stars. Airguns. Gift with order. 
Save. Write! Midwest, 04111,9043 South Western, Chicago, 
IL 60620, (121-key) _ 

OFFICIAL USAF SURVIVAL MANUAL. Stay alive anywhere 
in the world under any condition. 579 illustrated pages cover 
every aspect of survival in detail. Intended as instructors’ 
manual, yours for just $49. Check or M.O. to: Stante, PO Box 
9701, Tampa, FL 33674. 6-8 wks. (122) _ 

YOU CAN TEAR Telephone Book In half! Learn in 2 min¬ 
utes! 16 other easy-to-do STRONGMAN STUNTS! All for $10 
or send for free details! Quotes/Sigwart, 20 Wendell St. Apt. 
34F, Hempstead, NY 11550. (121) 


Open Your Own... 
Army Surplus Store 

• Buy Survival Gear Below Wholesale 

• Guns & Ammo direct from gov’t 

• Secret Sources Revealed by Experts 

• Free Samples from suppliers 

• Start at Home with NO CASH 

• No business experience necessary 

Say goodbye to your boss! Say hello to 
your future! Your own Army surplus store 
can be your ticket to prosperity! 

For Free Report, send $ 2.00 to 
cover postage & handling to: 

Surplus Central 

100 Bridge St. 

Box 392 

Hot Springs, AR 71902-0392 


LICENSED FEDERAL FIREARMS DEALERS make money! 
Buy wholesale. Sell guns and ammunition to others at retail. 
Order guns for non-licensees on cost-plus basis. FREE: "Start¬ 
ing Your Own Gun Business” (packed with information for your 
success). License guaranteed or refund! $7.95 METRO, Box 
2161-SF, Boulder, CO 80306. (121) _ 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official forms, 
latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License guaran¬ 
teed or refund! $5. MONARCH, Box 65-FS, Golden, CO 
80402. (121) 


EZE LAP DIAMOND 

SHARPENING TOOLS 

nm \u. ( t ni\a idols 
i\(,u m\a si: an \u.d i dols 


THE FINEST OF SHARPENERS! 

• Made with industrial diamonds fused to 
steel shaft that keeps the edge. 

• With brass handle or leather sheath. 

'• Won't clog or break. 

• Wash in detergent or solvent. 

NO ONE SHOULD BE WITHOUT ONE 
Brass handled sharpener $14.75 plus 1.50 
P&H. 1 x3” Stone with leather pouch $5.25 
plus .75 P&H. Cal residents add 6% sales 
tax. Personal checks & M.O. accepted. 



RAM. ENTERPRISES - 
STANTON CA fldBSn 


7&DQ VALE WAV 
1714k 7&1-161B 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


TheOriginal ADVENTURER , sTMfs n 

BULL WHIP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From 

CATTLE BARON" LEATHER CO. 

SOUP LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL As" 
Used in EXPEDmONS Around Ihe World 
HAND-PUfTED THICK, Genuine 
TOP-GRAIN BELTING LEATHER w/ 

■Eeimanflnt TW m 

Original “Ruddy- 
Brown 1 ' Color 

• LEATHEfl COVERED 

HANDLE & BALI W/ 

WRIST LOOP 



4 TO 6 WEEK DELT/ERY 

NO HASSLES • NO DELAYS 


- Foreign Add 20% — 


TARGET USE 

Add ^Shipping A Irs. In U.SA Pfl,CES: ££ jjjg 

LEATHER BELT CARRIER $8.95 
• A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Properly., KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the TIP Of (tie ADVENTURERS BULL WHIP" MOVE 

• WHIP-HANDUNG lnsiruclons Included 
The HIGHEST QUAUTY. TOUGHEST BULLWHIPS 
Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY 


NOTE THESE BULtWHlPS 

ARE HOT TOYS & HOT CHEAP' 

FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS| 

THEY ARE GENUINE 


.at hub im s fACTon r by 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send V ,S A CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
^ MC, Check p.o. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-11 
B®?r m o. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


SMOKE SCREEN RECIPES! different colors, easy to make. 
Send nowl For only $2.95 to: Homemade, Box 2790, Del Mar, 
CA 92014. (121) _ 

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED— North Carolina company seek¬ 
ing to expand distribution for Its new patented tap detector. 
Effective, sophisticated and easy to use, the device automati¬ 
cally alerts the user to any changes in the electrical character¬ 
istics of the telephone line, including resistance, reactance, 
capacitance, and closed-loop current. Call 1-800-843-0413. 

(121)_ 

TRAINING VIDEO’S ON DEFENSIVE SHOOTING — Free 
Catalog — 14 Selection with John Famam— Defensive Train¬ 
ing Productions, Rt. 4, Box 231B3, Menomonie, Wl 54751. 
(715) 664-B791. (125) 



BUSH PILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


BUMPERST1CKER PRINTER. Cheap, simple, portable. Free 
details. Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
( 122 ) _ 

CONFIDENTIAL FORWARDING/RECEIVING REMAILS: 

Each stamped single envelope $1. CBS, PO Box 5156, Ports- 
mouth, NH 03801. (124) _ 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING. Catalog 
and information $5 ($7 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Suite 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (126) _ 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, 
T-shirts, and sportswear with bold insignias of the Corps! Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 301, 
8278 N. Federal Hwy., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308. (123) 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 



* More “muzzle” energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, foi, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?), 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: *20 — 

Extra power bands: *3- per set. Ammo : per lb. 

D*ol«rlnquir)*« W)-Doy 

Welcome Mon«ybeck Guoront** 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 
Ron Sinclair 178 E. War« Sprini H. Ut »**«. Hi. 88123 


AUTHENTIC BRITISH MILITARY BERETS — 100% wool 
replete with leather sweatband, adjustable drawcord, and 
eyelets — $17.95 ea. plus flat $1.75 shipping & handling. 
Group rates available. Sizes (s)6 7 /fe (m)7,7!/fe (l)7V4. Comman¬ 
do green (Royal Marines) and Maroon (Airborne Forces) Black 
(Royal Tank Regiment). VOYAGEUR, INC., Dept. A, 4323 
Baychester Ave., Bronx, NY 10466. (124) 

BOOK ON RHODESIAN BADGES AND INSIGNIA FROM 
1890-1980. 472 line drawings with a hard cover and coloured 
dust jacket. Printed in South Africa. Send $23 to: Anthony 
Jenco, Box 1801, La Mesa, CA 92044-0260. (123) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your oHice or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone Hre. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered Records bolh 
sides of conversation Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 



$19.95 


EACH Otv Dsc Avail 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than olher transmitters. 
Transmits up to •£ mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery {not mcl.) 

For catalog of Transmitters, Voce Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose 52 00 to USt Corp 
Call 305-725-1000 or lend $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per item to: USI Corp., PO Box 
SF -2052. Melbourne. FL 32902 COD’sOK. 


OWN YOUR OWN GOLD MINEI Stake your claim to govern¬ 
ment lands. Millions of acres of valuable mining property now 
available to U.S. citizens. Write: Government and Citizenry 
Intermediarys (GCI), Dept. 98, PO Box 9591, Wichita, KS 
87277. (125) _ 

NIGHT VISION DEVICES AN/TVS-5 crew served weapons 
sight . as new $3,500. AN/PVS-2 individual weapons sight 
as new $1,900. LRRP Security (803) 649-5936. (123) 

HOW-TO VIDEOTAPES. Disassembly/assembly. AR15, 
$21.65 — PPKs, $21.10 — 45, $21.13 — sharpen knife, 
$21.97 — pan gold, $20.52. Postpaid. VHS. TJE Video, Box 
50141, Reno, NV 89513. (123) 



NAZI, JAPANESE, ITALIAN, AMERICAN WAR REUCSI 

Illustrated catalog of original and replica guns, flags, medals, 
insignia. Catalog, $10 (refundable). REICHSRELICS, Box 
261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (123) _ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of Investigators and Special 
Police, free membership information. Write: NAISP, Suite 602, 
134 West 32nd Street, New York, NY 10001. (121) _ 

SURVIVAL, WILDERNESS SKILLS, AND LRRP TRAINING: 

Guide services available. Bold Adventures, USA, Dept. SOF 
PO Box 873, Rome, NY 13440. (121) _ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE DEVICES for law enforce¬ 
ment professionals. Peak performance. Reasonably priced. 
Agencies write on your letterhead for GSA pricing. Call (507) 
895-8211 or write: E.O.Q. Research, Box 2662, LaCrosse, Wl 
54602. (122) _ 

KNIVES, WHOLESALE, Volume Discounts, Top Quality, 
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Dealers Welcome, Catalog $1, RE- 
BfTSKI & CO., DSF, 2770 Sherry La., Green Bay, Wl 54302. 

( 121 ) _ 

WARGAMES: Central America $30; Platoon (introductory) 
$16; Gulf Strike $30; Fire Power $22. Shipping $2.50, Catalog 
.51C. Games Only Shop, 200 Third Street, New Cumberland, 
PA 17070 (717) 774-6676. (121)_ 
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To Order: 

Call 

1 -800-247-4541 
1 GA. call collect 
r (404) 689-3455 
t or write: 

| RANGER JOE’S 

P.0. Box 2568 
Columbus, GA 31902 

ADO $4.95 shipping 


Catalog $2.00 ^ Mj 

Refundable with order mmmi W NS * 


MILITARY SURPLUS — Gas masks, filters, military clothing, 
equipment.decorations, manuals. Self-addressed stamped 
($0.39) envelope for catalog. J.R. Sales, Box 4253F, Lancas- 

ler, CA. 93539-4253. (121) _ 

AIRBORNE, ELITE AND AVIATION INSIGNIA Illustrated 
Catalog $5 US (refundable) $7.50 Foreign. FOX MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT, PO Box 452, Hinsdale, IL 60522-0452. (122) 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE SERIOUS COLLECTOR. Cor¬ 
rect for any theater of special forces operations. N. O. S. 
Aluminum Aircraft Landing Mats. 5’xl 8” x 3/16" weighing 16.5 
lbs. Green $60 or Sandblasted $75. All orders shipped prepaid 
plus UPS freight. Call toll free 1-800-654-3425 or Missouri 
residents call collect 314-785-6045. SEMO Aluminum Mud- 
rnnners, Route 2, Box 257, Poplar Bluff, MO 63901. (121) 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, ETC. direct from 
Government. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$- 216-453-3000, Ext. A8181. (121) _ 

SIGNATURE LOANS — by mail - $1,000 to $10,000. Also 
debt consolidation services — up to $10,000. No co-signers, 
no collateral. No credit checks, details: send SASE to: HENRY 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, 638 Fillmore N.E. #2, Minneapolis, 
MN 55413. (121) 


U.S.A. CAMOUFLAGE, We stock ALL U.S. Issue Camo, 
Sm.-XLg. $55 XXL-XXXL $68. We carry Woodland, Tiger- 
stripe, O.D., Black & Desert Camo, NEW CONDITION. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! 
( 121 ) 


FORM OFFSHORE CORPORATION. Privacy, tax advan¬ 
tages. Information $5 (no checks). Dean Allen, PO Box 2362, 
Texas City, TX 77592-2362. (121) 


FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current F-1 
Suit in “LIZARD" Pattern Camo, 4 Pocket Jacket & Trousers 
New $68, Matching Cap $15. Current F-1 O.D. Fatigues $63. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (121) 


Unusual Handknives, 
rarely found in stores. 

For brochure, send $1.00 to: 

Up Country 

P.O. Box 188F • Durhamville, NY 13054 


DOG TAGS. Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen 
space lines. No extra charge for printing or shipping. Hill, 2908 
Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214. (121) 


AUTHENTIC TIGERSTRIPE FATIGUES, as worn by Elite 
Forces in ’Nam same as in movie "THE GREEN BERETS" 
only $70 suit. Matching Boonie Hat $16. AHA., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (121) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 



™$Q95 

■ ^POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 

S as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, clip 
fed. Rapid firing. With in- i ^ \ 

structions. i 

For self-protection, theatre, dog I 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. ^ lk „ 
WESTBURY SALES CO. C»fifo»ma- 
\ g.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-11-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 / 

HAVE AN ALICE PACK? Clip on side pouches, fit either 
medium or large pack. Milspec throughout. $26 ea., $50 per 
pair. Send check or money order, no COD. Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. SPAC, Box 593, Buzzards Bay, MA 02532. (121) 

RUSSIAN GEAR, Airborne Blue Beret $32, Black Tanker 
Beret $22, Airborne Patch $5, Airborne Jump Badge $16, KGB 
Patch $5, KGB Badge (Small) $15, Pilot Wings $20. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (121) 


20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850 
... $200 down, $97/month. Trout fishing, backpacking, 
camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, 

mapS ’ -FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-S92-5990. 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000. 

GUERRILLA ARMCHAIR VIDEO THEATER, one hour out¬ 
rageous VHS/BETA videos. Sandistas/Contras #555, South 
Africa/ANC #666, Mozambique’s Renamo #777. $25 each 
postpaid. Free catalog. Institute Studies Third World Involu¬ 
tion, Box 42333, Portland, OR 97242. (121) 


HOW TO STORE FOOD up to 10 YEARSt Simple, little 
known method revealed. Send $5 to: Toltec, PO Box 149, 
Dept. SOF, Chatham, LA 71226. (121) 


RUSSIAN CAMO UNIFORMS, Red Dawn Pattern jackets 
$50, Pants $45, Airborne Dress Tunic $85. Large stock of 
Original & Repro items List $1. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (121) 


FOR RENT — Private mail boxes or suite numbers for receiv¬ 
ing and forwarding mail and packages. Confidential. Shippin' 
Wagon Mail Center, 1130 Frands, Longmont, CO 80501. 
( 121 ) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

_ on videocassettes 

See military history as it happened! World 
War l through the Falkland! campaign. The 
other side of World War If: original German 
H5l combat newsreels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Alia Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. Beta/VHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fost service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 39035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-8051 





VIETNAM 

VETERANS 

RINGS 


iV cWMF/F. Hart 
r Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 


Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 

Red or Blue European spinel stones . $64,95, 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone $74.95. 

Green spinel and birthstones available $74.95. 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86301 
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BATS OUT OF HELL 

Continued from page 81 

was opined that this smaller number would 
be easier to observe than was the case when 
1,000 or more bats were dropped. 

The bats were launched from the Marine 
aircraft as planned. Fifteen of them re¬ 
portedly spun into the California desert 
without so much as waving a wing. The 
weight of the new incendiary device was too 
great to be supported by the delicate wing 
structure of the bats. 

Five of the bats simply flew away and 
were never seen again. One dropped his fire 
bomb in the desert and winged onward, 
while three of the rodents managed to fly for 
a minute or so. Then, seemingly exhausted, 
they joined the 14 that had crashed into the 
desert sand. Only one bat was able to glide 
to earth in the manner sought by the scien¬ 
tists. 

Building their entire campaign around the 
single bat that had made it to the ground 
without mishap, the Marines and their sci¬ 
entific partners began preparing for further 
experiments. New fire bombs in two sizes 
were attached in accordance with the 
physical size of the bat. The larger model 
was capable of burning for about six min¬ 
utes, while the smaller would blaze for 
about four. By this time, several million 
dollars had been spent on the project. 

The new devices would be attached to the 
loose skin on the chest of the bat, using a 
surgical clip and a piece of ordinary grocery 
market string. The theory was that, after 
landing in an enemy building, the bat would 
chew through the string, then fly away, 
leaving the incendiary behind. 

But before the Marines could try this new 
device, an unforeseen problem reared its 
head — sex! When female bats become 
pregnant, the males refuse to eat, simply 
moping about with disinterest. As pregnan¬ 
cy in bats is seasonal, rather than emotional, 
this meant that their use as flying vehicles 
for the fire bombs was limited to five 
months per year. 

Accepting this new knowledge, full-scale 
tests were planned for August 1944. A re¬ 
port bringing the plan up to date was sent to 
the Chief of Naval Operations. 

However, in March 1944, after being told 
that the bat project couldn’t possibly be 
ready to launch against the Japanese home 
islands in less than 15 months, the Navy 
canceled Operation X-Ray “solely on the 
basis of military considerations.” 

Slightly more than a year later, those who 
had been involved in Operation X-Ray 
came to realize that another group of scien¬ 
tists had been working on a much broader 
project at another base in New Mexico — 
White Sands. This also had to do with a fire 
bomb, one that involved the problem of 
splitting the atom — and ended the war. ^ 



PAN AM GAMES 

Continued from page 63 

nist country, the heavies invariably come 
along. Their job? To provide security for 
their people, for one. But on a more insidi¬ 
ous basis — as any defector will tell you — 
they come to prevent defections to the Unit¬ 
ed States. And they come to spy. 

Someone brought up the point a few un¬ 
seasoned reporters would no doubt query: 
What intelligence value could Indianapolis 
offer Havana or Managua? Another staffer 
with a long intel background summed it up. 

“Intelligence work is 99 percent in¬ 
formation gathering. Bits of information 
here, bits of information there. How people 
dress; the kinds of things they’re talking 
about. Air, bus and rail schedules. Prices. 
Locations of federal, state and city offices. 
Security at the entrance to Fort Ben Harri¬ 
son. Personal contacts. 

“It all adds up,” he continued. “Ten or 
20 agents report back; their information is 
analyzed, processed and transformed into 
an intelligence picture.” 

He jammed his cigarette out in an 
ashtray. “Next time an agent comes 
through, he or she has a good working 
knowledge about what to expect. Kind of 
like seeing the test before the exam.” 

Ideas for ‘ ‘getting the word out’ ’ bounced 
around like ping-pong balls. How about 
radio spots? We could rent a billboard ... 
take out a full-page newspaper ad ... sky¬ 
dive over the stadium and dump leaf¬ 
lets .... 

Leaflets. That’s the answer. English on 
one side, Spanish on the other. Pass ’em out 
at the Games. That’ll get the message 
across. 

With the concept finalized, the office be¬ 
came bedlam. Who would we send back 
East? Could we print the leaflets in time and 
get them out there? How would we distrib¬ 
ute once on-station? 

By Saturday, 8 August, the answers had 
sorted themselves out. A staffer with con¬ 
nects in Indianapolis organized a distribu¬ 
tion team. The leaflets themselves were 
rush-printed and sent overnight express. 
Brown’s scheduled trip to Central America 
went off as planned; he didn’t even miss his 
flight. 

And that brings us back to the question of 
whether or not we accomplished our mis¬ 
sion. Undeniably, yes. Word of our 
$25,000 offer spread like wildfire. Even the 
Cuban delegation to the Games lodged an 
official protest. 

Did anyone defect? We won’t know that for 
some time. Uncle Sam — and certainly the 
Cubans — would be closemouthed about a 
defector for as long as it suits them. But if 
someone did defect, we’ll pay. Twenty-five 
thousand dollars can go a long way toward 
lining that hazardous road to freedom. ^ 

— SOF Staff 


BULLETIN BOARD 
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^HUTZPAH 

Guts-of-the-Month award goes to 
Los Angeles KNBC-TV consumer 
reporter David Horowitz. During a 
live newscast on 19 August, a man 
holding a pistol walked up behind 
Horowitz, stuck the weapon in his 
back and demanded he read a 
statement on the air. While those 
around him sat stupified, Horowitz 
kept his cool, calmly asked the 
man’s name, put on his glasses and 
proceeded to read the message. 
Station chiefs yanked the broadcast 
off the air, and it turns out the 
uninvited walk-on was armed with 
only a pellet pistol. Regardless, we 
applaud Horowitz’s gallantry under 
the gun. No doubt the anti-gun 
lobby will be after your Daisy air rifle 
next. 


S AVIMBI 
STRIKES... 

Angolan rebels with the National 
Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA) report that they 
killed 108 government soldiers and 
four Cubans in the course of 
thrashing the Marxist government’s 
95th Army Brigade last spring. 

UNITA units then launched a 
major counteroffensive of their own 
in northeastern Angola at the 
beginning of June, with 67 
individual attacks taking place in the 
first week alone. High point seems 
to have come on 4 July, when 
UNITA forces ambushed a 
300-vehicle convoy and destroyed 
23 vehicles, including two T-55s. 

Cuban morale in Angola is said to 
be so bad that Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, head of the Angolan 
communist government, is 
reportedly pleading with Kim II Sung 
to replace the Cuban troops in 
Angola with North Koreans. 

Today there are at least five 
Marxist governments that are trying 
to put down major anti-communist 
insurrections: Afghanistan, Angola, 
Mozambique, Ethiopia and 
Nicaragua. 

Funny how that fact hardly ever 
gets mentioned by the “let’s be pals 
with the Reds” crowd. X 
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SPRINGFIELD 1911-A1 


WINNERS’ 



Professional competitors and gun M ^ I 

builders, whose livelihoods de-1 
pend on reliable performance, m I 

choose their equipment care- ^ ® - 

fully. That’s why more and more 
Springfield Armory 1911-A1 pistols 
are showing up on the firing lines and in the 4 
final results of America’s most prestigious Ml 
shooting events, like the Camp fterry National V 
Championships, the Steel Challenge, the Bian-J 
chi Cup, the USPSA Nationals, and the 
Masters International Shooting 
Championship. For instance: ^ 

Two time world cham- ^ 
pion Rob Leatham, gen- ( / 

erally acknowledged as 
America’s reigning combat '-y 

“Top Gun”, competes 7 /^t s SVs v ' 
with a Springfield 
pistol; / 

Master pistolsmiths 7 
J. Michael Plaxco and \ 

Richard Heinie both use 
Springfield pistols as the ^ 
basis for some of America’s 
finest custom pistols, and they \ 
both shoot their own custom-built 
Springfield pistols in competition; 

Master competitors Brian Enos, Bill 
and Christie Rogers, Jerry 
Barnhart, Scott Carnahan, Ro- / 
berta Geer, and many more top h 
shooters compete with 
Springfield pistols, too, as they l 
continue to capture still more top \ 
honors and prizes on the pro 
shooting circuit; 


|| # * | / MSGT Thomas Wood, a top U.S. 

| | | Army bullseye shooter both uses and 

* I % j | j endorses the Springfield 1911-A1. 

Springfield 1911-A1 pistols are exact, 
quality-built duplicates of the 
\ M1911-A1 military pistol, with all parts 100% inter¬ 

changeable. The forged steel components (including a 
forged frame) guarantee strength and durability. 
wtr \ The hand assembly guarantees a perfect fit 

f and uncompromising reliability. Springfield 

P* St0 ^ S even 

7 ard with a fac- 

tory lowered 
ejection port...with the 
; x ' same proven safety sys- 
tem that’s the first choice 
/' of custom pistolsmiths...and in a choice 

\ 0 f two standard calibers (.45 ACP or 

9mm Parabellum) and two stand- 
arc l finishes (Parkerized or 
Blued). Combine that unparal- 
leled quality with a price that 
beats the horsehide off the competition 
r* ...plus a gready improved delivery schedule 

...and it’s easy to see why the Springfield 1911-A1 
has become the new winner. 

Custom Pistols 

Springfield now offers factory-built custom pistols on a spe¬ 
cial order basis. Choose a compensated Combat or Pin Gun for 
Action or IPSC shooting, an accurized National Match Pistol 
for Bullseye matches, or a Custom Carry Gun built to your own 
specifications. Springfield’s new Omega 10mm is also availa¬ 
ble. Call for details. 

What can you say about a pistol that’s becom- 
ing the first choice of America’s most 
prominent master competitors and cus- 
tom pistolsmiths? You could say: “It’s a 
winner!” 

f M Wr And you’d be right. 




HSX'. 


Send $3 for current four-color catalog. 


NOW IN STOCK! 
CALL FOR PROMPT 
DELIVERY 


SWUJDJUlLi) 


Always wear eye and ear protection when using any firearm. Safety and instruction 
manuals available from Springfield Armory. 


Section SH9, 420 West Main Street, 
Geneseo, IL 61254 (309)944-5631' 
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SAVE OVER $11* 

□ YES! Send me one year (12 issues) of SOF for only $24.95. 

I SAVE 30%. ("Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36.) 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA Exp. Date _ 

Card #_ 

Signature_ 


BLSFF7 

(Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U.S. only. Alt other 
countries add $7.QG/yr additional postage.) Please allow 6-6 weeks 
for your first copy to t>e mailed. Offer expires 6/88. 
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Address 
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Wet n’Wild 


Good clean fun for all ages. Just pull the trigger and these amazing 
battery-powered fun guns shoot a pulsating jet stream of water 25 to 30 
feet It's a sensational way to play around at home, the beach, picnics, 
or on a vacation. Buy a full set so you and your friends are always 
armed for some serious fun. - 




_ State- 


M ODEL 403 * RIFLE 

*042* 

mr'W fob one 

• Uses 4 C Batteries 
(not included) 

• 26” overall 


f y 


FOR 


TWO 


400 


FOR 


ONE 


FOR 


TWO 


Batteries (nc 
included) 
91/2 overall 


95 

^FOR ONE 

95 

I FOR TWO 

Retractable 
shoulder 
stock 

• Uses 
4 C 
Batter¬ 
ies 
(not 

included) 

• 14 V 2 M 'gverall 

ORDER DEPARTMENT OPEN 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, EASTERN TIME, 

7:30a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY 8:30a.m. - 2:30p.m. 

To order by mall, use coupon or separate 
sheet. Mail payment or credit card Inforr 
tlon with expiration date, card number 
and signature. 

Satisfaction guaranteed. Just return unused j 
within 2 weeks with all parts in original 
package for refund. 

ORDERS OUT OF U.S.A. 

No credit cards or checks accepted. Payment must be by money order 
In U.S. funds. 

FOR CANADA: Shipping and handling chargee for each gun are $8.00. 


Knifeco P.O. 

Please send me 

H I Model 400 
2 Model 400 

H I Model 401 
2 Model 401 

0 1 Model 403 
2 Model 403 


Box 5271, 


Water Gun 
Water Guns 
Water Gun 
Water Guns 
Water Gun (i 
Water Guns 


Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

$11.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. 
@ $21.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 
$ $16.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. 
@ $31.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 

$24.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 
@ $46.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 


Charge my: 

□ MasterCard 

□ Visa 

□ AMEX 

□ Check 
Enclosed 

□ Money 
Order 


□ SPECIALI All 3 Water Guns $49.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. 


Authorized Signature: _ 

Name___Phone, 


Call toll free for credit card orders: 

1 - 800 - 231-9279 

In Florida call (305) 635-2411 

Sorry No COD Orders 


Motorized pulsating 
jet stream action 
Over 250 shots a minute 
Realistic machine gun sound 
Refillable water cartridge 
Black matte non-glare finish 


Credit 
Card No.: 


Expiration 

Date: 



FULL COLOR CATALOG: $2.00 - FREE WITH ORDER 
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